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It’s all relatlve as families serve together in Iraq raer

From left, Sgt. Isaac Guillory, Command Sgt. Maj. Paul Edwards, Shfl Sgt. WII iam Edwardsn d Sgt. Joshua Guillory, all of Lawtell, La., laugh together as the share a

joke Friday at Camp Liberty, near Baghdad International Airport in Iraq. Paul lliam Edwards are uncles to the Guillorys, makil gthe assignment in Iraq a family affair. They
are all members of the Louisiana National Guards 256th Brigade, deployed to tern Baghdad. Because National Guard units are made up of soldiers drawn from the same

towns, the unit has 102 cousins, 46 sets of siblings, 10 uncles, one aunt, five fathers and sons, and five married couples.
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Boston’s Big Dig: After water

forced its way through the tunnel wall

in Boston’s Big Dig on Jan. 10, 2004,

freezing and snarling traffic for hours,

officials at first blamed the leak on water

leaking from incomplete overhead construc-
tion areas, The Boston Globe reported.

The leak in January, which leaked about
five gallons of water per minute for about
four days, was similar to a September gush-
er that spewed about 300 gallons of water a
minute for less than a day.

Investigators found 29 areas where wall
panels show signs of weakness and carry
risk of leakage. The September leak won’t
be fixed completely until spring and will
cost about $750,000; repairs for other vulner-
able wall spots will run into the millions.

Chicago porch collapse: Chicago city offi-
cials have accused two men of contributing
to a June 2003 porch collapse that left 13
people dead, saying the pair were jumping
up and down on the three-story wooden
structure during a party.

William Fenton-Hathaway and John Ko-
randa, whose brother Robert was killed in
the collapse, were accused of negligence in
a lawsuit filed Friday in Cook County Cir-
cuit Court. A lawyer for the Koranda family
accused the city of trying to avert blame for
the tragedy. Relatives of several victims
have sued the city.

N.Y. same-sex marriage: New York City
will appeal a judge’s ruling against the state
ban on same-sex marriages, the mayor said
Saturday.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg said he want-
ed the issue to be settled in the state’s high-
est court or in the Legislature.

State Supreme Court Justice Doris
Ling-Cohan ruled Friday that the city clerk
may not deny a license solely because a cou-
ple are of the same sex.

The mayor said he wanted to avoid “a rep-
etition of California, when many people for
a month were misled into thinking they
could get the union they so much wanted,”
referring to same-sex marriages performed
last year in San Francisco that were later in-
validated.

“I'm glad the judge ruled this way be-
cause it gets us the ability to get this to the
appellate court,” Bloomberg said.

The ruling, the first of its kind in New
York, would clear the way for gay couples to
wed if it survives on appeal. It applies only
in the city but could extend statewide if up-
held by the Court of Appeals in Albany.

Cosby accusations: The Canadian
woman who has accused Bill Cosby of drug-
ging and groping her has taped conversa-
tions with him that occurred after she re-
ported the offense to authorities, sources
have told the Philadelphia Daily News.

Montgomery County District Attorney
Bruce L. Castor Jr. is expected to announce
sometime next week whether charges will
be filed against Cosby “or anyone else.”

On Jan. 13, the alleged victim told Canadi-
an cops that Cosby drugged and sexually as-
saulted her at his Elkins Park, Montgomery
County, Pa., home, according to a police re-
port.

‘Suge’ Knight legal trouble: Rap mogul
Marion “Suge” Knight was booked on suspi-
cion of wolalmg his parole after police
found marijuana in his truck during a traffic
stop, authorities said Sunday.

Knight was arrested Saturday evening in
Barstow, Calif, and held by sheriffs offi-
cials pending his transfer this week to state
prison, said sheriff's Cpl. Lorraine Riser.

Knight, 39, co-founder of the pioneering
rap label Death Row Records, was released
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Stability in Somalia: Thousands of excited flag-waving Somalis line the streets o' their
war-scarred capital, Mogadishu, on Sunday to welcome representatives of a new government
formed in neighboring Kenya in a bid to end 14 years of anarchy in this Horn of Africa nation.
Leaders of the city’s Islamic courts, who have sought to establish their influence in the ab-
sence of a national authority, declined to attend, saying they could support only a government

founded on Islamic law.

from prison in 2001 after serving time for as-
sault and weapons violations. He recently
served an additional 10-month prison sen-
tence for violating his parole and striking a
Hollywood nightclub valet.

Freight train crash: The three-man crew
accused of failing to switch a railroad track
before last month’s freight train crash and
deadly chlorine leak were fired by Norfolk
Southern.

Union officials said the three men will ap-
peal. They added each employee had at
least 25 years of experience.

The Jan. 6 accident killed nine people, in-
jured hundreds more and forced the evacua-
tion of thousands of residents of Gran-
iteville, S.C.

It was the deadliest train wreck involving
hazardous material in nearly three decades.

World

Iran nuclear program: A military attack
on Iran’s nuclear facilities would be a mis-
take, the European Union’s foreign policy
chief said Sunday.

There is widespread international suspi-
cion that the United States might invade or
attack Iran, which it accuses of using a civil-
ian nuclear power program to hide an illegit-
imate weapons program. Iran denies this.

Javier Solana told Britain’s ITV television
network that such a strike “would be some-
thing I would not like to see taking place.”

“That would be a mistake. That will com-
plicate enormously the situation,” Solana
said, according to excerpts released in ad-
vance. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,
on a fence-mending European tour, said Fri-
day that an attack was “simply not on the
agenda at this point.”

Afghan plane crash: NATO helicopters
and hundreds of police officers struggled to
reach the wreckage of an Afghan commer-
cial airliner Sunday, three days after it
rammed into a snow-covered mountain
peak, apparently killing all 104 people on
board.

Fog, freezing temperatures and up to
eight feet of snow thwarted efforts to reach
the crash site of the 737-200, found Saturday

about 20 miles east of Kabul.

Officials believe none of the 96 passen-
gers and eight crew survived the crash, ex-
pected to be Afghanistan’s deadliest com-
mercial air disaster.

Moscow subway blast: Hundreds of peo-
ple gathered at a Moscow subway station to
honor the memory of 41 people killed by
what authorities say was a suicide bomb
blast in a crowded subway car a year ago,
part of a series of attacks that have plagued
Russia in recent years.

About 800 people, mostly survivors and
relatives of victims of the Feb. 6, 2004, explo-
sion, took part in the commemoration at the
Avtozavodskaya station southeast of central
Moscow, Ekho Moskvy radio reported.

The blast tore through a metro car during
the morning rush hour, killing 42 people, in-
cluding the attacker, and wounding more
than 120.

is: The government will not
send Sudanese citizens or officials suspect-
ed of committing war crimes in the western
province of Darfur to any international
court, Sudan’s vice president said Saturday.

Last week, a report to the United Nations
recommended 51 Sudanese — including
high-ranking government officials, rebels
and Arabs who served in the militia known
as the Janjaweed — stand trial at the Inter-
national Criminal Court on war crimes
charges related to the two-year Darfur con-
flict.

Georgian prime minister’s funeral: Geor-
gians bid farewell Sunday to the late Prime
Minister Zurab Zhvania amid worries about
the future of their struggling country and
doubts over the explanation of his death.

Mourners by the thousands came to
Thilisi’s recently opened Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral and filed slowly past Zhvania’s coffin,
which was covered with the Georgian na-
tional flag, as priests sang requiem music.

Zhvania, 41, was found dead early Thurs-
day in the apartment of a friend, who also
died; both deaths officially have been attrib-
uted to carbon-monoxide poisoning due to
faulty ventilation of a gas space heater.
Stories and photo from wire reports
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Ice cream trucks were to be attack vehicles

Suspects recently detained in Kuwait reportedly have said U.S. convoys targeted

BY DIANA ELIAS

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — An Interior Ministry
official confirmed a report that militant sus-
pects captured in recent police raids con-
fessed to planning to use ice cream trucks
packed with explosives to attack U.S. mili-
tary convoys traveling to Iraq.

Some 40 terror suspects have been hand-
ed over to prosecutors since the beginning
of Kuwait’s unprecedented crackdown on
Muslim militants last month, and more
were being investigated by police, said the
official, who spoke on customary condition
of anonymity.

Members of a militant group told interro-
gators they wanted to park the ice cream
and snack vans loaded with explosives
next to highways and detonate them as
U.S. military convoys traveling to and from
Iraq passed by, the Al-Watan daily report-
ed on Friday.

On Sunday, most of the vans had disap-
peared from major highways and in-

creased numbers of police cars were moni-
toring the roads. The snack vans, which
also sell ice, are common on highways at
this time of year when many Kuwaitis
drive into the desert to camp.

Kuwaiti security forces fought with sus-
pected militants in four deadly shootouts
last month. Many Islamic militants in the
country remain opposed to the presence of
18,000 U.S. troops based in the country and
about 2,000 other troops who drive or
guard convoys traveling between Kuwait
and Iraq.

Suspects in custody include two women
— the wife of the ringleader who allegedly
helped him prepare explosives and the
wife of one of five suspects who surren-
dered to police in Sulaibiyah on Saturday.

One woman captured Saturday, who was
identified as a “non-Kuwaiti,” was “hiding
a machine gun under her abaya,” accord-
ing to the official, referring to the black
head-to-toe traditional cloak that some
women in the country wear.

The official said many of the suspects

were led by a militant preacher named
Amer Khlaif al-Enezi, who was apprehend-
ed last month.

The Interior minister, Sheik Nawwaf Al
Ahmed Al Sabah, told lawmakers in a
closed meeting recently that al-Enezi’s
group of 24 people targeted Americans and
the country’s state security police.

The militants, which included Kuwaitis,
Saudi Arabians and Jordanians, were ar-
rested before they could carry out any at-
tacks.

The five men arrested Saturday — two
Saudis and three Jordanians — were not
tied to al-Enezi’s terror group, but they
were wanted for investigations about
“many security-related suspicions,” the of-
ficial told The Associated Press. He said
they had few weapons in their possession
when they were apprehended in Su-
laibiyah.

In Amman, a spokeswoman for the Jor-
danian government, Asma Khader, said
she could not confirm any arrest of Jordani-
an nationals in Kuwait. However, she

added that if the reports were correct the
men “are considered outlaws and should
be tried in accordance with Kuwaiti law.”

The Sulaibiyah operation resulted in no
casualties. Eight militants and four police-
men have lost their lives in four shootouts
around the country since January 10.

The crackdown has, for the first time, re-
sulted in Kuwaiti casualties. The crack-
down has prompted some Kuwaitis to give
tips to authorities that has led to the arrest
of suspects or the seizure of weapons cach-

es.

The Al-Rai Al-Aam daily quoted a Ku-
waiti Islamic Affairs official Sunday as say-
ing copies of an unlicensed book about
jihad, or holy war, have been confiscated
from mosques. The official did not say how
many copies were taken.

Kuwait signed a security pact with the
United States following the U.S.-led 1991
Persian Gulf War that liberated it from a
seven-month Iragi occupation. But mili-
tant fundamentalists who oppose the Amer-
ican military presence in their country
have since 2002 killed one American Ma-
rine and a U.S. civilian contractor.

4 Egyptians are kidnapped in Baghdad,
raising fears of new wave of abductions

BY JASON KEYSER
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Irag — Gunmen
waylaid a minibus Sunday carry-
ing foreign technicians to their
jobs at a mobile telephone compa-
ny in western Baghdad, seizing
four Egyptians in the second kid-
napping of foreigners in the Iraqi
capital within a week.

The daylight ambush occurred
only two days after gunmen
grabbed an Italian woman journal-
ist near Baghdad University, rais-
ing fears of a new wave of kidnap-
pings after a decline in abductions
since last year’s capture of a rebel
stronghold west of Baghdad.

Elsewhere, insurgents killed
two Iraqi National Guard soldiers
Sunday and wounded three others
in an ambush south of Baghdad.
Two rockets exploded near Bagh-
dad International Airport and a
third slammed into an Iragi Na-
tional Guard building in a western
suburb.

There were no reports of casual-

The violence has continued de-
spite the Jan. 30 election, when
Iraqis chose a new National As-
sembly in the first nationwide bal-
loting since the fall of Saddam

A demonstrator from the Christian Democratic Assyrian Movement walks past security forces outside the
ties. Green Zone on Sunday in Baghdad. Hundreds of Iragis shouted slogans and waived Iraqi flags outside Bagh-

dad’s heavily guarded Green Zone to protest alleged voting irregularities in Mosul that they say prevented tens
of thousands from voting in last weekend’s landmark elections. Electoral commission officials in Baghdad have
acknowledged that many polling sites never opened Jan. 30 or opened late because of what they said were

security concerns. A team of il i

those and other

lawyers is it

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least
1,447 members of the U.S.
military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count.

At least 1,105 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said.

The figures include four
military civilians.

The AP count is five high-
er than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated Fri-
day.

The British military has
reported 86 deaths.

Italy has reported 20
deaths; Poland, 16; Ukraine,
16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Latvia and Kazakhstan
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared
that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended,
1,309 U.S. military members
have died, according to AP’s
count.

That includes at least 996

Hussein in April 2003.

A final tally is expected by
Thursday, but initial returns point
to a landslide by Shiite Muslim
candidates endorsed by their cler-
ics. Shiites are believed to com-
prise about 60 percent of Iraq’s 26
million people.

On the other hand, many Sunni
Arabs, estimated at 20 percent of
the population and the core of the
insurgency, are believed to have
stayed home, either out of fear of
rebel reprisal or because of a boy-
cott call by Sunni clerics.

Meanwhile, the Polish-led secu-
rity force in central Iraq will
switch its focus over the coming
months to training Iraq’s new se-
curity services, the incoming com-
mander said Sunday in Warsaw,
Poland.

Gen. Waldemar Skrzypczak,
who takes command of the
6,000-strong force on Monday,
said the government that emerges
from last month’s Iragi elections
will need to ensure security ahead
of a new vote scheduled in Decem-
ber, after a new constitution is
agreed upon.

“That’s why our mission will
change from a slabllmng ‘mission
into a training one,” Skrzypczak
told Poland’s PAP news agency.
“New authorities must have the
tools to fight terrorists.”

The four Egyptians were seized
early Sunday near the Mansour
district of western Baghdad, Egyp-
tian and Iraqi officials said.

They worked for Iraqna, a sub-
sidiary of the Egyptian firm Oras-
com Telecommunications, which
operates the mobile phone net-
work in Baghdad and central Iraq.

Six other Egyptians working for
Iraqna were kidnapped in two sep-
arate incidents in September.

No group claimed responsibility
for the latest abduction.

On Friday, Italian journalist
Giuliana Sgrena was Kidnapped
by gunmen who blocked her car
outside Baghdad University. Sgre-
na, 56, is a veteran reporter for the
communist daily Il Manifesto.

Her colleagues appealed Sun-
day to her captors to free her, cit-
ing the journalist’s anti-American
stance and saying that holding her
would damage the image of Iraq.

deaths resulting from hos-
tile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

M A soldier was killed Fri-
day by an explosive near
Beiji.

M A Marine was killed Sat-
urday in Bail province.

The latest identifications
reported by the military:

] Nn identifications re-
ported.
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1st ID troops making plans to get away

BY TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WIL-
SON, Iraq — If there is a common thread
running through the lives of all combat sol-
diers, it’s an unflagging faith that someday
they’ll go home.

For a year, 1st Infantry Division soldiers
and officers have been in Iraq making
money and making plans for their return to
The World from a war in one of the plan-
et's most inhospitable places.

Days away from popping a currently ver-
boten Heffe Weissen, 1st ID soldiers at
FOB Wilson outside Tikrit don’t have time
to think about anything but business as
they prepare to leave.

But if prodded, most will reveal their
plan — a plan to leave it all behind; a plan
to start their lives again. Others can’t
choose between all the inviting options.
And one plans a pilgrimage to say, “Thank

ou.

Capt Jeff Duplantis, a 25-year-old pla-
toon leader with 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry
Regiment scouts and newly promoted cap-
tain, is planning to use block leave to go
home to New Orleans, then make side trip
to see Trish Brown’s third grade class in
the Raleigh, N.C., suburb of Apex.

Days away from leaving Iraq, soldiers start

thinking about snow, beer, friends and family

Duplantis’s brother Preston Duplantis,
who lives in Apex, hooked up the scouts
and the elementary school students.

For a year, Brown’s third-graders have
been writing letters, as well as sending
care packages to individual soldiers includ-
ing such items as
baby wipes and Play-
Station games. Pre-
ston Duplantis, a vet-
eran of the first Gulf
War, “guided (the stu-
dents) on what sol-
diers really need,”
Jeff Duplantis said.

In return, the kids
got alesson on the cur-
rent conflict including
photos and notes from
the 30 soldiers, Du-
plantis said. When he
was home in New Orleans on Rest and Re-
cuperation leave, Duplantis even phoned
one kid, a boy named Preston, who is espe-
cially interested in Iraq.

“I called him, and talked with him about

Duplantis

fishing. And I answered his questions
about Iraq.”

Now, he wants to visit his brother, then
spend the day with kids, thanking them
and, most importantly, answering the ques-
tion, “ ‘How’s Lt. Jeff’s platoon doing? "
Duplantis said.

S

ot

Gomez,
Caguas, Puerto Rico,
is headed to Ohio via
Chicago and Ken-
tucky to get reac-
quainted ~ with  his
3-year-old daughter,
Gabrielle, he said.

Gomez, assigned to
9th  Combat  Engi-
neers Battalion, Head-
quarters, Headquar-
ters Troop, hasn’t
seen Gabrielle since she was a baby be-
cause he and his wife divorced.

“She’s going to become daddy’s girl
soon,” Gomez said. “We’re going to spend
time ... getting her used to me again. Get-

Baldi

ting to know her again.”

After a scorching summer, Capt. Dan
Baldi, a 26-year-old troop executive offic-
er, is ready for some winter fun, he said. As
soon as reintegration is over, Baldi and his
snowboarding friends plan to head for the
mountains for a two-week swing through
Europe’s greatest ski areas, starting in east-
ern Austria.

From there, the group will move west
through the Austrian Alps into Italy’s Dolo-
mites, then north into Switzerland. The trip
will end in Chamonix, France, at the con-
vergence of France, Italy and Switzerland,
Baldi said.

A native of Milford, Conn., Baldi started
skiing as a child, then switching to snow-
boarding six years ago. He’s done small
trips, but this will be his first mega-Europe-
an ski adventure.

Then there’s Sgt. 1st Class Clifford Jack-
son, who can’t decide between joining a
group from his 1-4 Cav scout platoon for an
extended swing through Great Britain, Ire-
land, Portugal and Spain, or buying a 1000
cc Yamaha motorcycle. He's learning to-
ward the trip, Jackson said.

It would include a visit to Dublin, he
said, sighing, “where Guinness (stout)
flows through the streets.”

E-mail Terry Boyd at: boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Election affirmed
sense of purpose
for mission in Iraq

BY STEVE FAINARU

turnout, they said, altered their

The Post

KIRKUK, Irag — As he walked
through the mud surrounding his
temporary barracks, 1st Sgt. Ken
Agueda carried an M-4 assault
rifle without its essential lethal
components: bullets. Earlier in
the day, Agueda had turned in his
ammunition — cartridges, assort-
ed grenades — in preparation for
his journey home after nearly 13
months in Iraq.

“It’s like walking around with-
out your pants,” said Agueda, a
17-year U.S. Army veteran from
Bayamon, Puerto Rico.

With their departure just days

of Iraqis to embrace the Ameri-
can mission here and helped
project a rare positive image of
the U.S. military following such
stains as the Abu Ghraib prisoner
abuse scandal last year.

“This was the opposite of Abu
Ghraib,” Agueda said. “I think it's
safe to say that this is the biggest
thing that anyone of us has ever
done. I mean, in our humble posi-
tions, we helped make history.
We did something that could have
a positive effect on the entire
world.”

Spc. Andrew Field, 31, of Talla-
hassee, Fla., described the elec-

awday,h_Agueqlta tions as “the
and his_unit, p culminating

the 1t attal &k 7 wouldn’t be Coent for our
ion, Infan- o ; whole deploy-
' Reginent surprised if the ot SO
of the In- ontire cou hadn’t  gone
fantry  Divi- entire (our'Ltrz/ well, it would
sion, were eu- descends into have been in-
phonc and re- credibly de-

flective. In
more than a

chaos. But I

moralizing to
everyone. It

dozen inter- wouldn’t be gave meaning
views  over N . s to everythin;
threedaysths  surprised if it 9, i
past week, sol- 21717 < } g doing.”

e ooy flourishes, either. ¥y e he sol-
combat experi- Capt. John Hussey  diers were re-
ence in all cor- luctant to say
ners of Iraq of- that the elections were a turning

fered up a mixed final assess-
ment of a conflict that is burned
into them forever. Its ultimate out-
come, all agreed, remains highly
uncertain and far away.

Soldiers ranging from privates
to senior officers described last
Sunday’s national elections as vin-
dication for over a year of hard
service. The unexpectedly strong

point in the war. “Leaving with
the elections will definitely be a
positive in our minds, but I don’t
know if 'm optimistic or pessimis-
tic,” said Capt. John Hussey, 26,
of Uvalde, Texas. “I wouldn’t be
surprised if the entire country de-
scends into chaos. But I wouldn’t
be surprised if it flourishes, ei-
ther.”

The Washington Post

Tent City, an encampment in Kirkuk, Iraq, serves as a temporary home for the 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry
Regiment of the 25th Infantry Division before its members head home. Twenty soldiers clustered in each
canvas tent to keep out of the rain that turned much of the area into a swamp.

Asked how long he thought U.S.
troops would remain in Iraq, Hus-
sey said: “Probably 10 or 15
years, if we want to do it right. T
don’t think there’s going to be
135,000 Americans in Baghdad
10 years from now, but there are
going to be Americans in Iraq for
along, long time.”

The unit, based at Schofield
Barracks in Hawaii, arrived in
Iraq in December 2003. The bat-
talion ranged from as far south as
Najaf, where it twice battled the
militia of Mugtada al-Sadr, a re-
bellious Shiite cleric, to the north-
ern city of Mosul, where it helped
provide security for the elections.

The 700-man battalion handed
out at least 550 Combat Infantry-
man Badges for participation in

close combat. The unit suffered
no combat fatalities. It has been
nominated for a Presidential Unit
Citation, which honors units that
display “extraordinary heroism
in action against an armed
enemy.”

The battalion experienced ev-
erything from snow to extreme
heat; one day last summer, Sgt.
1st Class Greg Baker said his por-
table thermometer showed the
temperature to be 130 degrees.
During a 17-day stretch in Najaf
in April, each soldier lived in the
open desert and subsisted on one
bottle of water and one MRE
(Meal, Ready to Eat) per day.
Spe. Kris Johnson, 22, of Chicago,
joked that it was so cold and wet
in Mosul in the days before the

elections_that his fingers froze
around his M-4 and that fellow sol-
diers had to pull the trigger for

im.

The unit’s final mission re-
vealed much about the rigors of
soldiering in Iraq. After the elec-
tions, the battalion had to return
from Mosul to Forward Operat-
ing Base Warrior in Kirkuk. The
convoy consisted of nearly 100 ve-
hicles, from Humvees to trailers,
and the journey was so complicat.
ed that commanders rehearsed it
by chalking out a colored floor
map that spanned an entire room.
The vehicles left in stages and
traveled with their headlights
dark to avoid tipping off insur-
gents armed with rocket-pro-
pelled grenades.

SEE HOME ON PAGE 5
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‘We’ve had
some hard
times here’

Seabees’ journey home
tinged with pain of loss,
pride of jobs well done

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — For members
of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Four, the
last s]x months have been both rewarding and heart-

" While the unit has built such things as polling sta-
tions in Iraq, a fitness track in Spain and a play-
ground for needy children in Albania, the Seabees
also bid farewell to three of their own on their de-
ployment.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Kerrick Adams, Petty Of-
ficer 2nd Class Eric Knott and Construction Electri-
cian Constructionman Mario Gaspar died in sepa-
rate incidents in three countries.

While everyone in the battalion is proud of their
‘work and elated about returning home to Port Huen-
eme, Calif,, the unexpected deaths of their com-
rades has left some feeling “numb.” Some are con-
cerned that the reality of the losses might not sink in
until they get back to their homeport.

“I'would say it really hasn’t hit people,” said Petty
Officer 3rd Class Salina Manygoats, a yeoman from

allup, N.M. “Maybe later they'll realize it ... you re-
ally don’t expect these things to happen.”

Battalion Seabees spread out from the Bahamas
to west of Baghdad in August as part of the regularly
scheduled deployment. The main body of the unit
went to Fallujah, Iraq, while smaller teams went to
Rota; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; Sigonella, Sicily;
Souda Bay, Crete; and Dukat, Albania.

In September, Knott, a steelworker with the battal-
ion, was killed in a mortar attack while working in
Fallujah.

The following month, Adams broke his leg while
working on a school renovation project in Albania.
The assistant crew leader went into cardiac arrest
two days after surgery and died.

And on Jan. 6, the 23-year-old Gaspar died as a re-
sult of a brain aneurysm.

etty Officer 1st Class Skip Jensen said what
‘makes the deaths difficult is that there is likely noth-
ing anybody could have done to prevent them. They
can only curse fate.

“We've had some hard times here,” said Jensen,
who is helping to coordinate the return to California.
“We’ve lost three Seabees, and I'm not accustomed
to that. Past battalions and deployments, I've never
lost anyone, so this is kind of tough.”

Although the loss of their fellow shipmates emo-
tionally blindsided some Seabees, the battalion con-
tinued with its work.

Seabees in Iraq faced the most dangerous and ardu-
ous conditions, working long days dodging indirect
fire and traveling across roads lined with homemade

_ <
KATE ROBERTSStars and Stripes
U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class James Powell, of
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Four, weighs
hundreds of boxes and crates of gear the Seabees
will need when they reach their homeport in Port
Hueneme, Calif.
bombs. Some of the members earned combat action
ribbons and purple hearts during the deployment.

After the U.S.-led assault against insurgents in Fal-
lujah in December, Seabees with the battalion
worked with Iragi contractors to clean up the
war-torn town.

They pumped out more than 60 million gallons of
water from the streets, cleared roads of debris and
helped restore basic services.

Lt. Cmdr. Chris Kurgan, the operations officer,
said he’ll remember the “resolve and resilience” of
the battalion Seabees in Iraq.

“We drove them extremely hard,” he said via tele-
phone from Fallujah. “ ... That they would line up to
keep doing it everyday is pretty amazing.”

Senior Chief Petty Officer Chris Sparks, a builder
with the battalion, said he is surprised at how people
could give so much effort day after day.

“To be honest, I don’t hear a lot of (complaining)
out of anybody,” Sparks said by telephone from
Irag. “There’s not a whole lot of resentment for what
we’re asking them to do.”

One of the final projects the Seabees worked on
was a pair of polling stations in western Iraq near
Jordan to help support the country’s first election in
decades.

Knowing that Iragis seized the opportunity to vote
at one of the polling stations built by Seabees

“give(s) some closure” to the battalion’s deploy-
ment, Sparks said.

While half of the unit should be home by the end
of the month, the group in Irag will be the last to ar-
rive back in California.

many prepare for the journey home, they said
they can't help but think of their fallen shipmates.
“We’ll remember them constantly as we return,”
Kurgan said.

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion One, based
in Gulfport, Miss., will replace Battalion Four and ar-
rive at Camp Mitchell in Rota later this month.
E-mail Scott Schonauer at: schonauers@mail estripes.osd.mil
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A Humvee carrying a reporter
drifted off the road several times
Tuesday as the 22-year-old driv-
er, his night-vision goggles fog-
ging, strained to find it in the rain
and darkness. The trip took six
hours and, toward the end, the
convoy became lost in downtown
Kirkuk, struggling to find its way
back to the base.

“You can never really, totally
relax over here” said Capt.
James Everett, 30, of Currituck,
N.C., who was also in the vehicle,
“You have your downtime, but
you're always on guard.”

The following day, the relief
among the soldiers was palpable.
‘With nothing to do but pack and

trolled substances,” Meyer report-
ed. “I had three square meals. I'm
planning on turning in early.”

Each soldier seemed to carry a
memory of his own brush with
mortality. Johnson, the specialist
from Chicago, said his came last
October during a U.S. offensive
about 65 miles north of Baghdad.
He was standing outside an Iraqi
police station occupied by U.S.
forces in Samarra when a rock-
et-propelled grenade came hur-
tling toward him.

“Tt was just a white streak, and
it was screaming your name —
Johnson! Johnson! Johnson! —
all the way down the street,” he
said as his friends dissolved in
laughter. The grenade hit a tank
about 15 yards away and pitched

wait, they watched movies, read, to the ground, he said, shak-
slept, smoked en but un-
or wandered . harmed.
aimlessly on & /st you had one, Baker said
the base. The his  defining
infonrymen then two, then 50. memory came
ived on bun . duri the
beds in an en- ... Then the line same- opera-
campment i

called "Tent was around the O ere was
City, a cluster 5 7 this famil;
of tan, canvas polling site. 9y walking  down
tents  packed Capt. Chris Duncan  the street, and,
with 20 sol- youknow, it's &
diers  each. war,” he said.

Rain had turned the area into a
swamp. Hot showers were rare.
No one seemed to care.

“Sir, how the hell are you?” a
soldier yelled, smiling and wav-
ing to Capt. Chris Loftis, of Hono-
lulu, who speaks fluent Arabic
and served as the battalion’s liai-
son to the Iraqi security forces.

“Pm great, sergeant,” Loftis
shouted back.

“I love you,” yelled the soldier
before disappearing into one of
the camp's reeking portable bath-
rooms.

At the evening meeting for se-
nior officers, the unit’s command-
er, Lt. Col. Dave Miller, asked the
battalion medic, Maj. Joel Meyer,
for an update on his activities.

That afternoon, Meyer, normal-
ly a family practitioner at Tripler
Army Medical Center in Hawaii,
had removed two locks from a
black box that he had carried for
the past year. He methodically
took out the contents — vials uf
morphine, dozens of bottles of
pharmaceutical-grade Demerol,
the painkiller, and Ativan, an anxi-
ety-reducing medication — and
spent the next two hours destroy-
ing them. Meyer dumped the pills
into a port-a-john, where they dis-
solved.

He injected the morphine into

le mud.
“Well, I disposed of tens of thou-
sands of dollars worth of con-

No ‘Iraqi version of America,’ vice president says

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney on Sunday
brushed off concern that Islam
will be the guiding principle of
Iraq’s new government, saying
the country has the right to shape
its own democracy without becom-
ing “an Iragi version of America.”

“They will do it their way,”
Cheney said. “They will doit in ac-
cordance with their culture and

their history and their beliefs and
whatever role they decide they
want to have for religion in their
society. And that’s as it should be.”
The United Iragi Alliance — a
Shiite-led group whose leaders
have ties to neighbor Iran — has
taken a big lead in results being
tallied for the Jan. 30 election.
Cheney said he does not think
that means Iraq will have a theoc-
racy like that in neighboring Iran,
where individual rights are re-

stricted.

The vice president noted that
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
Iraq’s most influential Shiite cler-
ic, has said he does not believe
clerics should play a direct role in
the day-to-day operations of gov-
ernment.

“I think there are a great many
people involved in the political
process in Iraq who will seek
some kind of balance,” Cheney
told “Fox News Sunday.”

“But in the final analysis, the
bottom line for everybody to re-
member here is, this is not going
to be, you know, an Iragi version
of America,” Cheney said.
Defense  Secretary ~Donald
Rumsfeld also said Sunday he
doubts Iraq will model its govern-
ment after Iran’s. Such a move
would be “a terrible mistake,”
Rumsfeld said, while still acknowl-
edging that Iragis will establish
their government on their terms.

“There’s bodies tore in half and
stuff all over the place and this
barefoot kid comes walking up to
me. He’s holding his father’s
hand. I was just thinking, ‘How
will this kid possibly get over
this?’ He had brains and pieces of
guts between his toes. I took out a
piece of candy and I gave it to
him, and he started smiling like
absolutely nothing was wrong.”

Baker paused.

“I just want to get home and
see my girls,” he said.

Capt. Chris Duncan, 28, a
Johns Hopkins University gradu-
ate from Kingsland, Ark., said he
staunchly supported the war. But
when he heard a soldier had been
killed, or saw one of his friends
wounded, he occasionally found
himself askmg, “What was it for?”

n election day, Duncan said,
he stood near a precinct and
watched Iragis stream to the
polls. “First you had one, then
two, then 50,” he said. “Then the
line was around the polling site.
And this was in a neighborhood
where people really had a reason
to dislike us — former Baath
Party members, former military
regime guys.”

Duncan, who has spent 20
months in Iraq over the past
three years, said the image solidi-
fied his resolve.

“Now I know what it was for,”
he said.

Cheney
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U.S. rejects charge of illegal detention

U.N. envoy claims American military may be torturing Afghan prisoners

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. mili-
tary on Sunday rejected a U.N. human rights
envoy’s charge that American soldiers were
illegally detaining prisoners in Afghanistan,
and that some may have been tortured.

Cherif Bassiouni, an independent expert
on human rights appointed by the United Na-
tions, said Saturday that U.S-led forces
were arresting people “without any legal pro-
cess ... detaining them, mlstreatmg them
and possibly even torturing them.”

Hundreds of suspecled supporters of the
former Taliban regime or al-Qaida have
been held without charge or access to law-
yers in Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba — some of them for more than three
years.

The United States says the detainees are
treated “in the spirit” of the Geneva Conven-
tion, which affords protections for prisoners
of war, even though it says they are not enti-
tled to them.

“The people detained in these facilities

are illegal combatants,” said Maj. Steve Woll-
man, a U.S. military spokesman.
“They are treated humanely, and people
who run the facilities are well-trained.
Wollman declined to address the torture
allegation, of which Bassiouni gave no de-

tails.

At least eight prisoners have died in Amer-
ican custody in Afghanistan since U.S. and
allied Afghan forces ousted the Taliban in
2001 for harboring Osama bin Laden. Some
former prisoners have alleged they were
mistreated.

Speaking at a news conference during a
visit to Afghanistan, Bassiouni_contended
that there was “no legal basis for coalition
forces to hold people as prisoners.”

“If they are held as prisoners of war then
they have to observe the Geneva Conven-
tion. If they are held as common prisoners
then they have to conform with Afghan law
and constitution. They’re not doing it,” he
said.

He said he was refused permission to visit
the main U.S. holding facilities at Bagram,
north of Kabul, and Kandahar in the south.

Oil-for-food

Paper denied access

investigation
extended to
Annan’s son

BY DESMOND BUTLER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Investigators
probing alleged corruption at the
United Nations oil-for-food pro-
gram are scrutinizing thousands
of pages of U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan’s documents, in-
cluding email and phone
records, to determine whether he
exerted influence in securing a
contract for a Swiss company that
employed his son.

Paul Volcker, the head of the in-

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan, left, walks with Benon Sevan,
executive director of the United Nations Office of Iraq Program, after a

meehng at U.N. headquarters on April 3, 2003. An investigation ii

con-
firmed the document search and
told The Associated Press that
new information had led investi-
gators to delay publishing their
findings about Annan’s son Kojo,
whose activities have embroiled
Lhe U.N. chief in the growing scan-

The United Nations’ oil-for-
food program was its largest hu-
manitarian aid operation and ran
from 1996 to 2003.

It was designed to allow the
former Iraqi government to sell
limited amounts of oil in ex-
change for humanitarian goods as
an exemption from sanctions in
place since 1991.

Dr. Mohammed al-Jibouri,
Iraqg’s trade minister, said on Sat-
urday that more has yet to be re-
vealed on specific individuals’
roles in the scandal.

Al-Jibouri said the program ini-
tially had been a “huge success”
in helping ordinary Iragis con-
tend with U.N. sanctions imposed
on Saddam’s regime after the
1991 Gulf War.

into

the Iraq oil-for-food program has yielded a report accusing

Sevan of conflicts of interest and has implicated Annan’s son Kojo.

Problems began when Iraq
began imposing a surcharge on
contracts for goods bought under
the program, he said. “A lot of
companies refused to do this, so a
lot of them actually withdrew
from that program,” he said.

As Volcker issued an interim in-
vestigative report Thursday, he
said he had planned to include
the findings about Kojo Annan’s
employment with Cotecna Inspec-
tion SA. The company had a UN.
contract to certify deals for hu-
manitarian supplies imported by
Iraq under the oil-for-food pro-
gram.

Kojo Annan, 31, worked for
Cotecna from 1996 to 1998, leav-
ing at about the time the company
received the UN. contract. He
has said that he worked for the
company only in Africa and has
denied any involvement in its
oil-for-food dealings.

Volcker said investigators were
following new leads that seemed
to broaden the probe involving
Kojo Annan beyond his Cotecna
ties.

For example, an article pub-
lished in the Times of London late
last month detailed contact be-
tween Kojo Annan and Hani Ya-
mani, the son of a former Saudi
oil minister, in a failed bid for an
oil-for-food deal. The paper quot-
ed two unnamed “business associ-
ates” of Yamani, who claimed
Kojo traveled to Morocco to help
finalize the $60 million oil sale,
which later fell through.

The document trail has proved
akey tool and following it helped
investigators untangle deceptions
by oil-for-food program director
Benon Sevan. Volcker’s Thursday
report accused him of conflicts of
interest for soliciting oil alloca-
tions from Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime.

Probe: Swiss paid kickbacks in Iraq

GENEVA — 0il trading firms based in Switzer-
land paid kickbacks to win contracts under the
U.N.’s oil-for-food program, according to a key inves-
tigator in an interview published Sunday.

Swiss criminal lawyer Mark Pieth was quoted by
the Zurich-based Swiss weekly NZZ am Sonntag
that the total amount of bribes paid by companies
around the world could be as high as $2.5 billion.

Pieth said it would be up to national i
carry out any legal proceedings against firms whnch
paid illegal kickbacks to Saddam Hussein’s regime.

ing companies paid surcharges,” said Pieth, who is
one of three commission members leading a probe
into allegations of corruption in the oil-for-food pro-
gram. Former U.S. Federal Reserve chairman Paul
Volcker heads the investigation.

Swiss authorities already have fined one Gene-
va-based company for paying kickbacks under the
program, which ran until 2003.

Several other companies in Switzerland and the
of 1

have also

“We know that in Switzerland above all, oil trad-

been implicated in corruption relating to the program.

— The Associated Press

to classified info in
Iraqi general’s death

BY ROBERT WELLER
The Associated Press

DENVER — Newspaper law-
yers asking that a military hear-
ing on the alleged suffocation
death of an Iraqi general be held
in open court say the U.S. Army
has refused to let them see evi-
dence on why the session should
be closed.

Four soldiers based at Fort Car-
son are charged with murder and
dereliction of duty in the death of
Maj. Gen. Abed Mowhoush dur-
ing an interrogation at Qaim,
Iraq, on Nov. 26, 2003.

A hearing officer closed the pre-
liminary proceeding in their case
on Dec. 3 after Army lawyers said
classified information could be re-
vealed.

Lawyers for The Denver Post
appealed the closure to the Army
Court of Criminal Appeals in
Washington, which stopped the
hearing until it rules in the case.

The Army gave the appeals
court information to support its ar-
gument that the hearing should
continue behind closed doors but
refused to share that evidence
with

ton attorney David Sheldon, said
the appeals court probably will
order some of the hearing opened
but will defer to the Army on
which matters can be presented
only in a closed hearing.

The four defendants, Chief War-
rant Officer Jefferson L. Will-
iams, Chief Warrant Officer
Lewis Welshofer Jr., Sgt. 1st
Class William J. Sommer and
Spe. Jerry L. Loper, allegedly
were questioning Mowhoush be-
cause he was suspected of fund-
ing insurgent attacks on U.S. forc-
es.

The Army has said Mowhoush
was placed inside a sleeping bag
and tied in a so-called stress posi-
tion, according to a filing in the
case.

“This particular stress position
has been used in the past and
had rendered one person uncon-

scious,”  military  attorneys
wrote.
“After that incident, ... Welshof-

er directed that only he and [an-
other soldier] could use the sleep-
ing bag technique.”

It said Welshofer placed his
hand over the major general’s
mouth and the Iraqgi stopped

ithougl

lawyers even though they have
the necessary security clearanc-
es, Post attorney Steven Zansberg
said.

“It is a fundamental tenet of
due process and our adversarial
system that a litigant must be af-
forded an opportunity to review
and comment on the evidence of-
fered in support of a requested
ruling,” said a motion filed Friday
on behalf of The Post.

The Army had no comment on
The Post’s motion because it is a
matter before the court, said Mar-
tha Rudd, Army spokeswoman.

An Army brief filed with the
court of appeals noted that an ex-
ecutive order issued by President
Bush says information may be
classified if it concerns intelli-
gence activities, anti-terrorism de-
fense or weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

A military law expert, Washing-

h he recov-
ered after 15 to 20 seconds. It
said Welshofer ordered him
turned on his stomach and sat on
the prisoner’s back.

Mowhoush ~ soon  became
non-responsive and later was
pronounced dead.

Defense lawyers have refused
to comment.

In a separate case, an Army
Jjudge at Fort Hood, Texas, on Sat-
urday dropped the most severe
abuse charge faced by a former
guard at the Abu Ghraib prison,
dismissing an indecent acts
charge pending against Spc. Sab-
rina Harman.

She still faces charges of con-
spiracy, maltreating detainees
and dereliction of duty for not re-
porting abuse of prisoners at
Abu Ghraib, and could face a
maximum of 6% years in prison
if convicted. Her trial is set for
March 7.
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Going to Iraq a family affair
in La. National Guard unit

BY CHRIS TOMLINSON
The Associated Press

CAMP LIBERTY, Iraq —
‘When Staff Sgt. William Edwards
feels hungry after a combat pa-
trol, he can stop by his brother’s
trailer to see if he has any gumbo
on the hot plate. If he wants to
check up on two of his nephews,
they live across from each other,
just a few yards away on this base
near Baghdad'’s airport.

In a U.S. National Guard unit,
brothers-in-arms might be actual
brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts,
cousins, wives, husbands, sons,
daughters, or even a mother or fa-
ther.

William Edwards is an infantry-
man in Louisiana’s 256th Bri-
gade. His brother, Command Sgt.
Maj. Paul Edwards, is the senior
enlisted man in the brigade’s

1088th Engineer Battalion. Their
older sister’s two sons, Specialists
Joshua and Isaac Guillory, also
are combat engineers.

“Our father is to blame,” Will-
iam said.

The Edwards’ father and un-
cles served in World War II and
encouraged their children and
grandchildren to join the Army.
But only in the National Guard,
where troops normally serve
part-time at armories near their
homes, would they all end up in
the same unit. The whole family
is from Lawtell, La.

Among the 3,900 soldiers in the
256th Brigade, there are 102 cous-
ins, 46 sets of siblings, 10 uncles,
one aunt, five fathers and sons,
and five married couples And
that doesn't count in-laws or
those “seriously dating.”

Almost everyone agrees it's a

good thing, though everyone ac-
knowledges that when a relative
goes off the base, or “outside the
wire,” they worry a little more.

“I worry about him a lot,” Paul
Edwards said of his brother, who
performs almost daily combat pa-
trols. “I leave my room unlocked,
and I usually cook food. Then all I
have to do is look in there and see
if something is missing, and then
T'll know he’s been there.”

But having family so close
helps those who do see combat.

“A lot of times I go outside the
wire and sometimes we get hit a
good little bit, and if I can’t talk to
anybody, 1 feel more likely to
come to my brother over here, be-
cause we're brothers, and he un-
derstands me,” William said.
“You feel more safe, you have
that safe zone when you have fam-
ily around.”
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Captains Cristina and Henry Capello sit in their battalion headquarters
at Camp Liberty. The married couple, who have a nearly two-year-old

daughter, were mobilized together as part of the Loui

1a National

Guards 256th Brigade and sent to Iraq for at least a year. The Capellos
are one of five married couples serving in the brigade.

The soldiers say the toughest
toll is on family back home.

“My mom really dreaded us
coming over here, and every time
I call her she says we need to
come home,” Paul, 41, said of
69-year-old Willie Mae Edwards.
“I said, ‘Mom, you need to sup-
port us and take care of yourself
back home. We joined the mili-
tary to do this and we’re going to
do what we need to do.’

Spe. Edmond Joseph, 22, said he
enjoys being in the 1088th with his
older sister, Spc. Jennell Joseph,
24, both from Donaldson, La.
Jennell said having her brother
nearby helps with homesickness.
“I'think if I'd been over here by
myself, and I'm an emotional per-
son, I'd think about home a lot,
but by him being here, it helps me
alot to get through it,” she said.

Lockheed Martin
at forefront of
jet funding fight

BY DAVE MONTGOMERY
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

WASHINGTON — With the Pentagon pressing for
deep cuts in the F/A-22 Raptor, its defenders in Congress
and the Air Force are responding with a huge counter-of-
fensive that includes a flyover above the Super Bowl, a
flood of letters to the White House and plans for an in-
tense budget fight on Capitol Hill.

Congressional delegations from at least a dozen states
— including Texas and Georgia — are already braced for
battle after President Bush formally unveils his proposed
federal budget Monday.

The spending plan would have a withering impact on
Fort Worth, Texas-based Lockheed Martin Aeronautics
Co. by halting the F/A-22 fighter jet and the C-130J trans-
port within the next four years, according to media re-
ports, analysts and Capitol Hill staffers.

“Iwould expect a lively debate in Congress,” said Lock-
heed Martin Executive Vice President Larry Lawson, gen-
eral manager of the F/A-22 program.

F/A-22 production, which employs more than 1,500
workers at Lockheed Martin’s Fort Worth plant, would
stop in 2008 with a total purchase of 179 aircraft, aborting
plans for an additional 96 fighters through 2011,
Bloomberg News Service reported.

Lockheed Martin’s plant in Marietta, Ga., would sustain
an even bigger blow with the Pentagon reportedly plan-
ning to cancel the C-130J by 2007. The Georgia plant is
also the final assembly point for the F/A-22, and Lock-
heed Martin officials say the plant could close by the end
of the decade if both aircraft programs are canceled.

The proposed cuts are the result of an abrupt shift in de-
fense spending priorities as the Pentagon moves money
out of big-ticket weapons programs to spend more on
troops and combat hardware to support the ongoing war
on terrorism. But defenders of the F/A-22 say the cuts
will result in the loss of thousands of jobs, devastate the
aerospace industry and undermine national security by
taking a needed next-generation warplane out of the pipe-
line.

“That drastic cutback is not in our national interest,”
said Rep. Kay Granger, a Texas Republican, whose dis-
trict includes Lockheed Martin Aeronautics headquar-
ters. “You're talking about a drastic difference in what
the Air Force says they need and what’s been proposed by
the administration.”

The Air Force’s new air superiority fighter, the F/A-22
Raptor, climbs during flight testing at Edwards Air Force
Base, Calif. The plane the Air Force wants as a replace-
ment for the F-15 continues to face a tough funding fight.

The F/A-22, an attack plane that started development

in 1986, is one of the Air Force’s top priorities along with
the joint strike fighter, another Lockheed Martin project.
Air Force officials insist that the service needs at least
381 to help the United States maintain long-term air supe-
riority.
Although Air Force officials are effectively prohibited
from going over the heads of the Pentagon brass and the
White House, they have been anything but subtle in pitch-
ing the virtues of the Raptor. When the Defense Depart-
ment asked the Air Force to provide a couple of jets to fly
over Sunday’s Super Bowl in Jacksonville, Fla., they ea-
gerly fielded a pair of F-22s.

The twin-engine Raptors from Tyndall Air Force Base,
Fla., were expected to soar above the Jacksonville stadi-
um 15 minutes before kickoff, along with two Navy
F/A-18 Super Hornets.

Two Georgia Republicans, Sen. Saxby Chambliss and
Rep. Phil Gingrey, organized a letter-writing campaign
and initiated a conference call with White House senior
strategist Karl Rove. Gingrey, whose district includes the
Marietta plant, also buttonholed Rove at a black-tie inau-
gural ball to plead his case.

Boeing said to seek
deal in ethics probe

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Aerospace giant Boeing Co. is moving to
negotiate a comprehensive settlement to alleged actions it
took to win U.S. defense contracts in recent years, a pub-
lished report said Thursday.

The Wall Street Journal, citing unidentified sources, re-
ported that the company has hired a high-powered outside
legal team to prepare for negotiations as the Air Force
draws up preliminary settlement amounts that range as
high as $700 million.

Boeing declined to comment.

“We really can’t dis-
cuss it at all,” said Dan
Beck, a spokesman for

the Chicago company. & We really
“We have a legal team PR -
and an external counsel can’t discuss it
that are assisting in navi-

gating through the com- at all.yy
plexities of these issues.” Dan Beck

The Air Force press of-
fice did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

The Journal said Boeing has retained former Virginia at-
torney general and veteran white-collar defense lawyer Ri-
chard Cullen, a prominent Republican, and Jamie
Gorelick, a former high-ranking Justice Department offi-
cial under President Clinton. It said they have been autho-
rized to reach an all-inclusive criminal and civil agreement
in the next few months, although the company at this point
has not admitted wrongdoing or agreed to pay any penal-
ties.

Boeing has been barred by the Air Force since July 2003
from bidding on new government rocket business, a conse-
quence of its having been found in possession of propri-
etary documents belonging to rival Lockheed Martin Corp.

Separately, investigators have been looking into Boeing
contracts linked to former Air Force procurement official
Darleen Druyun, who admitted giving the company special
treatment before it hired her in January 2003. Druyun sub-
sequently was fired by Boemg and is serving a nine-month
prison sentence for conspiracy.

Michael Sears, the former Boeing chief financial officer
who was implicated in the Druyun hiring, pleaded guilty in
November to aiding and abetting illegal employment nego-
tiations. He is to be sentenced Feb. 18 in federal court in Al-
exandria, Va.

Boeing shares fell 5 cents to $52.18 in midday trading on
the New York Stock Exchange. The shares traded as high
as $55.48 over the past 52 weeks.

a Boeing Co. spokesman



PAGE 8

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

IN THE STATES

Monday, February 7, 2005

FBI struggles to
expand domestic
intelligence role

BY DANA PRIEST
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The FBI is dramatically ex-
panding its intelligence role in the United States
and is seeking control over the CIA’s domestic activ-
ities, according to current and former intelligence
and law enforcement officials.

At stake is control over a pool of U.S.-based intelli-
gence assets and information that has been invalu-
able in the past to underslandmg the intentions of
foreign nations and group:

FBI director Robert S. Mueller III is pushing to
rewrite the rules under which the CIA and FBI
have operated domestically for decades and to as-
sert what he views as the FBI’s proper authority
over all domestic intelligence gathering as part of a
vast, but slow-going, restructuring of the bureau to
focus on counterterrorism.

But for decades, the CIA has been allowed under
U.S. law to recruit foreign officials, business execu-
tives and students living in or visiting the United
States to spy for the agency when they return home.

Under an executive order signed in 1981, the CIA
is prohibited from spying on or conducting opera-
tions against U.S. citizens in the United States.

I and CIA counterterrorism and counterintelli-
gence officials have been in heated debates the past
few weeks, trying to hash out a new “memorandum
of understanding” on domestic intelligence gather-
ing. So far the two sides, which are officially portray-
ing the discussions as an effort to better coordinate
domestic intelligence, have made little progress,
said intelligence and law enforcement officials.
Mueller and Goss plan to meet on the matter soon,
administration officials said.

“We're trying to put some coordinated structure
to it so we don’t trip over each other or expose one
another’s assets,” said one FBI official.

“We believe that neither agency should have com-
plete responsibility for domestic collection,” said a
CIA official. “Instead, responsibility should be divid-
edina way that takes advantage of each agencies’
strengths.”

In the past year, the CIA and FBI have sought to
vastly expand the use of multinational corporations
to recruit Americans willing to share information
from their trips abroad. The CIA is also making a
big push to embed its own spies in U.S. companies
doing business overseas, but only with a company’s
knowledge and permission.

The agencies are seeking to deepen their out-
reach to U.S. research and academic institutes, and
subcontractors for major government contracts.

The FBI has also created intelligence squads for
each of its 56 field offices around the country, a de-
parture from the days when such squads were
found only in larger offices like Los Angeles, New
York and Washington. These squads find and culti-
vate Americans traveling overseas. The bureau has
began, as well, to beef up its agents in U.S. embas-
sies abroad to collect intelligence from assets it es-
tablished in the United States.

Mueller also wants to put the FBI in charge of dis-
seminating all intelligence reports from sources —
foreigners or U.S. citizens — living in the United
States. Currently, the agency that collects such in-
formation is responsible for disseminating it. FBI of-
ficials say putting the bureau in charge would avoid
duplication and confusion.

TA dnd other intelligence officials note that the
FBIis still S re-
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Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld appears Sunday on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” He
said he does not know when the United States will have trained enough Iragis so they can
adequately secure the country and replace U.S. troops.

Rumsfeld not sure of
Iraqi troop readiness

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld said Sunday he does not
know when the United States will have
trained enough Iraqis so they can adequate-
ly secure the country and replace Ameri-
can troops now helping provide protection.

“I's interesting to me that some people
think they know that because it’s not know-
able,” Rumsfeld said.

The training of Iraqi security forces is
one of the factors influencing the contin-
ued presence of American troops, which
grew by 15,000 to 150,000 ahead of the Jan.
30 elections in Iraq.

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, has told Congress that
only about one-third of Iraq’s 136,000
trained security forces are capable of en-
gaging combat with insurgents across the
country.

Rumsfeld said Sunday there are too
many unknown factors to be able to say
when Iragis will be able to handle internal
security.

Citing two of Iraq’s neighbors, Iran and
Syria, Rumsfeld said, “We don’t know the
extent to which they’re going to be unhelp-
ful or helpful” to enabling Iraq to over-
come the insurgency.

Also uncertain, Rumsfeld said, is the ex-
tent to which “the political process is going
to tip people away from supporting insur-
gency or being on the fence to supporting
the government.”

Further necessary to undermining the in-
surgency is cutting off its financial support,
which comes from Saddam Hussein’s loyal-
ists and others, the secretary said.

“What you need to do is have the econom-
ic progress, the political progress which is
going forward in such good style. And that
will determine the level of the insurgency,”
Rumsfeld said.

“And the level of the insurgency will de-
termine the speed at which Iraqi security
forces will be capable of managing that
level of insurgency.”

He acknowledged there were are lot of
“ifs,” but added, “That’s life.”

Police: Ala. mother confesses to
starving 3 children found dead

The Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — The mother of
three children found dead in a Huntsville

ports, and several months ago had a backlog of
more than 100 terrorism reports it had not yet dis-
tributed. Many of those reports are not outdated.

Former and current CIA officers and other intelli-
gence officials said the FBI, which is still struggling
to set up an intelligence gathering department, is
not yet ready to assume the lead role in domestic in-
telligence and is inexperienced in handling foreign
assets whose real value is their work overseas,
where the CIA runs intelligence gathering.

Taking control of the forelgn intelligence-gather-
ing role in the United States “is a bit ambitious for
an agency that is just now building it’s intelligence
capacity,” an administration official familiar
with the dxscussmns “The CIA has been collecting
foreign intelligence for over 50 years and has the
skills, ability and reserves to do the job.”

has confessed to starving her
children, police said Saturday.

shay Yvonne Ward, 33, was
charged with capital murder Friday in con-
nection with the deaths of her son and two
daughters. She was being held without
bail.

Officers found the bodies of Shanieka Y.
Ward, 11; Latricia Ward, 9; and Christo-
pher O. Ward, 8, on the floor in three bed-
rooms Friday, pollce spokesman Wendell
Johnson said.

Officials said the children had been
dead for at least several days. When the
children were found, “they did appear mal-
nourished,” Johnson said.

Johnson said relatives told police they

had been trying to visit the family for
weeks but Ward would not open the door.
Officials said utilities in the apartment had
been turned off since Jan. 12, and manag-
ers of the apartment complex had been
preparing to evict the family.

Johnson said the children had not attend-
ed school since the holiday break. Workers
with the Alabama Department of Human
Resources had tried to visit the apartment
in December but Ward refused to let them
in, he said.

Ward was single and “took care of her
kids,” said Leetha McCaulley, who man-
aged the apartment complex until Octo-
ber.

After her car broke down last year,
Ward “used to walk the kids to school
every day,” McCaulley said. “It was just
her and those kids,” she said. “She was
quiet. Paid her rent on time.”

Cheney: No run in 2008

WASHINGTON —  Dick
Cheney says he won’t be running
for anything after finishing his
term as vice president, except
‘maybe to the river with his grand-
children.

“ve got my plans laid out,”
Cheney said Sunday. “I'm going
to serve this president for the
next four years and then I'm out
of here.”

Cheney said he made it clear
when he became President Bush’s
running mate that he would never
run for president and nothing
could change his mind.

“Not only no, but hell no,”
Cheney told “Fox News Sunday.”
He quoted Civil War Gen. Will-
iam Sherman, who answered simi
lar queries in 1884 by saying, “If
nominated, I will not run. If elect-
ed, I will not serve.”

“By 2009, T'll be 68 years old,”
Cheney said. “And I've still got a
lot of rivers I'd like to fish and time
T'd like to spend with my grand-
Kids, and so this is my last tour.”

Feds drop probe

WASHINGTON —  Federal
prosecutors have decided not to
seek criminal charges against
CIA officers who were part of an
antidrug operation that was i
volved in the downing of a mis-
sionary plane in Peru and the
deaths of two Americans in 2001.

Justice Department officials
have until now not even acknowl-
edged that they were investigat-
ing potential misconduct by the in-
telligence  officers, including
whether they lied to lawmakers
who were looking into the inci-
dent and the interdiction pro-
gram. But on Saturday, Justice
Department spokesman Bryan Si-
erra said, “We declined a crimi-
nal prosecution ... .”

A Pennsylvania-based mission-
ary group’s Cessna float plane
was shot down by a Peruvian jet
in April 2001 after a CIA-operat-
ed surveillance plane misidenti-
fied it as a possible drug-smug-
gling flight. At the last moment,
the contractors tried in vain to
prevent the Peruvian pilots from
opening fire.

Veronica Bowers, 35 of
Muskegon, Mich. er
7-month-old daughler Chanty,
were killed.

Alaska official resigns

JUNEAU, Alaska — The state
attorney general announced his
resignation  Saturday  after
‘months of battling criticism for al-
leged ethics breaches while shap-
ing an international trade deal.

Republican Gregg Renkes said
he wanted to shield his family
“from the vicious politics of per-
sonal destruction.”

“I must leave this office and
this privilege I have treasured
and held dear. A family is price-
less; a job can be done by others,”
Renkes said in a statement.

Renkes was to step down Mon-
day after submitting a formal let-
ter of resignation to Republican
Gov. Frank Murkowski, who
planned to appoint an acting attor-
ney general this week. The gover-
nor accepted Renkes’ verbal res-
ignation.

From The Associated Press
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No apology for Nazi comparison

Professor may be fired for
comment on 9/11 victims

The Associated Press

DENVER — A professor who
likened World Trade Center vic-
tims to a notorious Nazi refused
to apologize but said his treatise
was a “gut response” to the terror-
ist attacks.

“I don’t believe I owe an apolo-
gy,” Ward Churchill said Friday
on CNN’s “Paula Zahn Now” pro-
gram — his first public com-
ments since the University of Col-
orado began a review that could
lead to his dismissal.

Meanwhile, Wheaton College
in Norton, Mass., and Eastern
Washington University canceled
plans for Churchill to speak on
campus, citing public safety con-
cerns. Stephen Jordan, president
of Eastern Washington Universi-
ty, declined Friday to say wheth-
er specific threats had been
made.

Churchill defended the essay in
which he compared those killed
in the Sept. 11, 2001, attack to “lit-
tle Eichmanns,” a reference to
Adolf Eichmann, who organized

Nazi plans to exterminate Europe-
an Jews. He said the victims were
akin to U.S. military operations’
collateral damage — or innocent
civilians mistakenly killed by sol-
diers.

“I don’t know if the people of
9/11 specifically wanted to kill ev-
erybody that was killed,” he told
Zahn.

“It was just worth it to them in
order to do whatever it was they
decided it was necessary to do
that bystanders be killed. And
that essentially is the same men-
tality, the same rubric.”

In an interview published Satur-
day in the Rocky Mountain News,
Churchill added, “This was a gut
response opinion speech written
in about four hours. It's not com-
pletely reasoned and thought
through.”

Churchill said his speech had
been misinterpreted. “I never
called for the deaths of millions of
Americans,” he said.

Early editions of the Sunday
Denver Post reported Churchill

University of Colorado professor Ward Churchill is shown at his home
Friday in Boulder, Colo. University of Colorado administrators have

taken the first steps toward a possible disi

issal of Churchill, who

likened World Trade Center victims to a notorious Nazi.

gave another magazine interview
in which he was asked about the
effectiveness of protests of U.S.
policies and the Iraq war, and re-
sponded: “One of the things I've
suggested is that it may be that
more 9/11s are necessary.”

The interview prompted Gov.
Bill Owens to renew his call for
Churchill’s firing.

The furor over Churchill’s
essay erupted last month after he
was invited to speak at Hamilton
College in Clinton, N.Y. The
speech was later canceled.

Churchill, who recently re-
signed as chairman of the ethnic
studies department but remains a
tenured professor, said he would
sue if he were dismissed.

Millions
of nickels
recovered

Knight Ridder Newspapers

MIAMI — Police searching
for marijuana in the Miami
area discovered an entirely dif-
ferent stash buried 4 feet under-
ground Friday — millions of
nickels that vanished last year
en route to the Federal Reserve
in New Orleans.

Talk about pay dirt.

“They’re stlll in lhe Federal
Reserve said
Miami-Dade County police
spokesman  Joey  Giordano.
“We think we got them all.”

If so, that would be 3.6 mil-
lion nickels. Forty-five thou-
sand pounds of nickels. Nine
hundred bags of nickels, many
bags still neatly clasped with
red clips. Exactly $180,000
worth of nickels.

Officers looking for marijua-
na plants on a S-acre farm first
discovered an ice cooler filled
with nickels then remembered
that a tractor-trailer loaded
with coins went missing just be-
fore Christmas, police said.

Officers began digging and
hit the jackpot.

Cougar victim travels straight ahead, healing all her scars

BY JENIFER B. MCKIM
The Orange County Register

TRABUCO CANYON, Calif. —
Anne Hjelle looks at the road
ahead, determined, pushing her-
self as far as she can go. She holds
onto the handlebars of her bike,
pumps her legs and feels the

She doesn't fixate on the past.
She doesn’t complain. This is so
even though a year ago last
month Hjelle almost died while
mountain biking, having been
mauled by a cougar who gripped
her head in his teeth.

She gains speed. It's the way
she is.

This personal trainer and
former Marine is getting back in
shape and trying to be patient
with the time it takes to repair
her scarred face.

She’s closer with her friend and
riding partner, Debi Nicholls,
who saved her life in a fierce
tug-of-war with the lion.

And she’s more enamored of
her husband, who has shown that
love is more important than
looks.

Knight Ridder Tribune

Anne Hielle gets facial therapy to
reduce scar tissue and swelling at
Mission Hospital in Mission Viejo,
Calif., on Jan. 17.

“Inever asked why it was me it
happened to or why did I live,”
said Hjelle, 31, mindful that
mountain biker Mark Reynolds,
35, was killed by the lion that day.
“I'm just thankful for being
alive.”

Hijelle and Nicholls, who recent-
ly received a Carnegie Medal of
Honor for her heroism in the bat-
tle with the lion, are becoming re-
luctant celebrities as they are

your new BMW direct from the factory
through the BMW Military Sales Program.

® Your new BMW will be delivered
direct to your hometown Dealership
awaiting your return. _

flooded with requests for inter-
views and speeches. They have
appeared on “Larry King Live”
and “Inside Edition.”

“In the beginning, I thought it
would be a short thing and my life
will get to be back to normal, but T
don’t know what normal is,” said
Hjelle, who attributes much of
her ability to cope to her Chris-
tian faith. “I don't feel this need to
go around and blab my story. If
we are able to do something good,
then OK.”

It was Thursday, Jan. 8, last
year, when Nicholls and Hjelle
went for a ride in Whiting Ranch
Wilderness Park.

That day they were heading
along Cactus Hill trail when they
passed a man stopped by an aban-
doned bike. Hielle sped ahead.
There was a flash of movement.
She was thrown from her bike by
a 122-pound cougar, who
clamped his teeth into the back of
her neck.

Her first reaction was to reach
around and try to punch him.
Later she found her knuckles
bruised and swollen. The lion re-
leased his grip and grabbed on

again, moving toward the front of
her neck. She felt her ear pulled
from her skull, her cheek tear.

Nicholls heard a scream and
raced to find Hjelle. She threw
her bike at the lion but he didn’t
budge. She grabbed Hjelle’s left
leg as they were dragged into the
brush.

Within minutes, the three were
at a standstill at the bottom of a ra-
vine: The lion gripping Hjelle’s
head with his teeth, Nicholls hold-
ing her leg.

“I told her I would never let
go,” said Nicholls, a mother of
four and downhill mountain bike
racer.

Several riders arrived and pelt-
ed the lion with rocks. The cat dis-
appeared. Hjelle awoke. Doctors
at Mission Hospital worked to re-
attach her ear and cheek. She had
nearly 50 puncture wounds and
several severed facial nerves.

Hjelle's face was deeply
scarred. She could not close her
left eye — she taped it shut to
sleep at night. The left side of her
face was partially paralyzed. Her
doctor said with time and surger-
ies, she would get close to the way

Ail the necessarytransactions-)
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she lm)ked But it will never be
erfect

Hjelle has been asked to talk to

teenagers  about  positive
self-image and church-goers
about faith.

She hopes her message is posi-
tive. She’s more compassionate to
those with disabilities. When she
first left the hospital, people
stared and turned away. They
thought she wouldn’t notice, but
she did.

Now she’s learned to look oth-
ers with disabilities directly in
the eye and smile.

She’s also found that people
react more because of how she
carries herself than how she
looks. At first she wore a baseball
cap and bowed her head. Now she
holds her head high. She walks
like a beautiful woman. She still

is.

“People treat you better if you
walk with the confidence,” said
Hielle.

Having recovered from her
shoulder injury last summer,
Hjelle is back on her bike. She’s
on the road and hopes to soon
head into the more challenging
mountains.
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Actors’ awards pave
way for Oscar night

Guild honors stars for film and TV roles

BY SUSAN KING

Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD — Jamie Foxx was
named best lead male movie actor for his
portrayal of the late R&B legend Ray
Charles in “Ray,” and Hilary Swank won
best female lead actor for playing a scrap-
py boxer in “Million Dollar Baby” Satur-
day night at the 11th annual Screen Actors
Guild Awards.

The cast prize for best movie ensemble
went to the road-trip comedy “Sideways.”

Foxx and Swank both won prizes three
weeks ago at the Golden Globes, and are
both nominated for Oscars. It remains to
be seen whether the SAG awards will live
up to its reputation as a prognosticator of
the Academy Awards. Of the past 20 win-
ners in the leading actor categories, 13
have gone on to win the Oscar. Last year,
three SAG winners went on to receive the
Academy Award: Charlize Theron for best
female actor for “Monster,” Tim Robbins
for best supporting male actor for “Mystic
River” and Renée Zellweger for best sup-
porting female actor for “Cold Mountain.”

Oscar nominee Cate Blanchett received
the award for best female actor in a sup-
porting role for her portrayal of Katherine
Hepburn in “The Aviator.” Morgan Free-
‘man also received best male actor in a sup-
porting role as grizzled boxing veteran in
“Million Dollar Baby.”

Monday, February 7, 2005

In the television categories, the late
Jerry Orbach, who died in December of
prostate cancer, won best male actor in a
drama series for NBC's “Law and Order.”
Jennifer Garner won in the female catego-
Ty as the sexy spy in ABC’s “Alias.”

“CSL: Crime Scene Investigation” re-
ceived the dramatic
ensemble award for
the entire cast.

lenn Close was
named best female
actor in a TV movie or
‘miniseries for her role
of Eleanor of Aquita-
ine in Showtime’s
“The Lion in Winter.”
Geoffrey Rush was
named best male TV
actor for his portrayal
of the late comic leg-
end Peter Sellers in
HBO’s “The Life and Death of Peter Sell-
ers.” Both Close and Rush also won Golden
Globes last month for their performances.

Teri Hatcher won best female actor in a
comedy series for ABC’s hit “Desperate
Housewives” and Tony Shalhoub received
his second SAG award in a row for USA’s
“Monk.”

Garner

James Garner, a nominee for best sup-
porting actor for the romantic drama “The
Notebook” and received the guild’s life-
time-achievement award.

oF
BN

The Screen Actors Guild awards were present-
ed Saturday night. Winners for television and
included, clockwise from top: The cast of
“Sideways,” Paul Giamatti, Vil Madsen,
Sandra Oh and Thomas Hayden Church; Mor-
gan Freeman, for “Million Dollar Baby”; and
Teri Hatcher, for “Desperate Housewives.”

AP photos

Floating hotels
helped Fla. city

Thousands try out
for Stewart’s show

land Super Bowl

BY MITCH STACY
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Who says a small city
can't find the space to house more than 100,000
Super Bowl zealots? Jacksonville had only to look
as far as the St. Johns River.

The city signed contracts with three cruise lines,
and paid $11.7 million to rent five ships to use as
temporary hotels along the river, which runs
through the heart of the city.

“This is the epitome of what we were hoping for
— and that was a big ship in our downtown sky-
line,” said Tom Petway, co-chairman of the Jack-
sonville Super Bowl Host Committee.

Petway was one of the first to board one of the
ships, the Radisson Seven Seas Navigator. Explor-
ing his 1,100-square-foot suite Wednesday, he de-
clared: “This is really exceptional.”

The Navigator and four other cruise ships
moored along the St. Johns sealed the deal for the
smallest city to ever land the Super Bowl.

When Petway and others went to the NFL in
1999 and asked to bid on a Super Bowl, they were
told to forget it. Jacksonville didn’t have enough
quality hotel rooms to accommodate the crush.

That's when Jaguars owner Wayne Weaver
came up with the idea to use cruise ships, which
had been done at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics
and was part of the deal that helped Athens land
the Games.

The group went back to the NFL in 2000 and con-
vinced Commissioner Paul Tagliabue that by add-
ing more than 3,600 rooms on cruise ships, Jack-
sonville could meet the minimum 17,500 rooms the
NFL requires.

The Super Bowl committee worked with cruise

AP

The Radisson Seven Seas Navigator cruise ship
docks in Jacksonville, Fla., on Wednesday. Jackson-
ville rented five ships and parked them along the St.
Johns River to house fans for Sunday’s Super Bowl.

ship meeting planners Landry & Kling, which
wrangled the five ships from three lines — Radis-
son Seven Seas, Carnival and Holland America —
that have become part of the week’s Super Bowl
scenery.

Mayor John Peyton, who has been spending the
week answering reporters who still question the
city’s fitness for hosting one of the world’s biggest
events, said incorporating the cruise ships into the
game plan was a natural for what's being called
“Super Bowl on the River.”

“This is the place we come to gather in Jackson-
ville,” he said of the St. Johns. “It’s great to share
this space with the rest of the world.”

BY NICOLE G. RAY
Newsday

NEW YORK — Large Marj Al-
ways In Charge — as her friends
call her — says she has what it
takes.

Majorie Cozart, as she
is formally known, be-
lieves that her ability to
organize events and her
skill at arranging flow-
ers should win her a spot
on a new “Apprentice”
show featuring Martha
Stewart.

“Every time I watch
“The Apprentice, people
say ‘Majorie, you should
try out,” said Cozart, 33,
who stood in line for
hours Friday morning in
downtown Manhattan to do just
that

“I am resourceful and cre-
ative,” said Cozart, who lives in
Harlem and works as an execu-
tive assistant. “Whatever people
give me, 1 take it and run with it.”

Cozart was among the thou-
sands who waited in line for an op-
portunity to be cast in “The Ap-
prentice: Martha Stewart,” an
NBC spin-off patterned after
Donald Trump’s successful reali-
ty show. The new show will retain
much of the flavor of the original
series. The style, however, will be
tailored to suit the personality of
the decorating diva.

Applicants were decked in busi-
ness suits and dress shoes and car-

-
Stewart

ried manila envelopes. Profession-
alism seemed to be key, as most
said it is about creating an impres-
sion. After waiting in line, they
were ushered for group inter-
views.

“It’s more artistic than Donald
Trump’s show,” said a
hopeful Kristin Reign,
28, an actress who
moved to Manhattan
from Orlando, Fla., last
summer.

And while Trump is
known on his show for the
“You're fired!” phrase,
Reign said  Stewart’s
should ~ be  “Youre
color-blind,” for ~ those
| who fail to prove their ar-
tistic flair.

Hopeful protégés also
said that Stewart’s prison record
would not affect the show. Stew-
art, who was sentenced to 5
months in prison and 5 months’
house arrest for lying about a
stock sale, should be released
from an Alderson, W.Va., prison
next month.

“She’s a phenomenal woman,”
echoed Trump. “She’s a friend of
mine.”

Casting for both the Stewart
and original versions of “The Ap-
prentice” began Friday in New
York, Detroit and Houston. It will
continue in 27 other U.S. cities
through the end of this month.
The show’s producers would not
say when contestants will be cho-
sen.
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Rice meetmg Israeli, Palestinian leaders

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — U.S. Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice on
Sunday began a two-day mission
to talk with Israeli and Palestin-
ian leaders about peace in ad-
vance of their first summit meet-
ing in four years.

Israeli and Palestinian leaders
are to meet Tuesday in Egypt, a
sign that tensions are easing and
violence has dropped since Mah-
moud Abbas replaced the late
Yasser Arafat as the Palestinian
leader. On arrival, Rice said she
would push for progress from
both sides.

ing,
Prime Minis-
ter Ariel
Sharon said
he was sure
his talks
with  Rice
would “con-
tribute to the
friendly rela-
tions be-
tween the two countries.” Sharon
said he also expected her visit to
contribute to the peace process,
“which we want to, very much
want to, push forward in the re-
gion.”

In response, Rice said U.S.-Isra-
el relations were solid “because
we ahare not just interests but val-
ues.” She said her goal was to “try
to advance the cause of peace and
toovercome the scourge of terror-
ism.”

Earlier, before meeting Israeli
Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom,
she said, “We will ask of our part-
ners and our friends in Israel that
Israel continues to make the hard
decisions that must be taken in
order to promote peace and ... the
emergence of a democratic Pales-
tinian state.”

“This is a time of optimism be-
cause fundamental changes are
under way in the Middle East as a

whole,” she said.

After the meeting, Shalom told
Israel’s Channel Two TV that he
gave Rice Israel’s demands of the
Palestinians. “If the Palestinians
do not to everything to halt the
smuggling of weapons through
tunnels, close the tunnels, close
the weapons workshops, gather
up illegal weapons — we would
simply be giving the violent
groups time to regroup and then
carry out terror attacks that could
collapse the whole process,” he
said.

The summit, hosted by Egyp-
tian President Hosni Mubarak,
will be attended by Jordan’s King
Abdullah II. Rice does not plan to

attend. Rice welcomed the sum-
mit, but warned that “it is a time
also of great responsibility for all
of us to make certain that we act
on the words that we speak.”

At the summit, Sharon is to dis-
cuss peace moves with Abbas.
The last time Israeli and Palestin-
ian leaders met face to face was
before violence enveloped the
area in late 2000.

In an interview with CNN, Pal-
estinian Cabinet minister Saeb
Erekat warned against outsized
expectations at the summit, say
ing the process was at its begis

ning.
Erekat pledged that the Pales-
tinians would halt violence.

President
of African
nation of

Togo dies

Son named new leader

BY EBOW GODWIN
The Associated Press

LOME, Togo — The African
Union accused military com-
manders in Togo of taking advan-
tage of the death of the country’s
longtime leader to stage a coup
and raised the possibility Sunday
that its 53 members will not recog-
nize the West African nation’s
new government.

President Gnassingbe Eyade-
ma, 69, led his tiny impoverished
nation for 38 years, making him
the world’s longest-serving ruler
after Cuba’s Fidel Castro. He was
considered one of Africa’s last
“Big Men” — rulers holding
power through patronage, the loy-

Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema, riding in a parade in Lome,
Togo, last month to mark the 38th anniversary of his reign, died Satur-
day as he was being rushed to Europe for treatment of a heart attack.

alty of their ethnic and regional
groups, and military force.
Eyadema died Saturday after
suffering a heart attack. Hours
later, Togo's military high com-
mand declared his 39-year-old
son, Faure Gnassingbe, the new
president. According to Togo’s
constitution, the speaker of parlia-
ment, Fanbare Ouattara Natcha-
ba, should have succeeded the
president, with the obligation to
call elections within 60 days. The
military said the lawmaker was

out of the country, and it acted to
avoid a power vacuum.

With Togo’s land, sea and air
borders sealed, Natchaba arrived
late Saturday in the commercial
capital, Cotonou, in neighboring
Benin. He refused to comment.

Alpha Oumar Konare, chair-
man of the Ethiopia-based AU,
said the army’s action amounted
to a coup, according to Konare’s
spokesman, Adam Thiam, who
spoke from Addis-Ababa, the
Ethiopian capital.

BY DONNA ABU-NASR

The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Saudi clerics succeeded in re-
forming the ideas of more than
250 extremists through a dia-
logue on the Internet, the Islamic
Affairs Minister said Sunday at
an anti-terrorism conference at-
tended by hundreds of security of-
ficials from across the globe.

Sheik Saleh al-Sheik said the
Saudi government uses clerics,
mosques, books, publications,
tapes — and now the Internet
to prevent young people from jois
ing Muslim extremists.

Al-Sheik said his office had
communicated with more than
800 people on Web sites and had
converted over 250 with “terror-
ist thoughts” who “admitted their
mistakes and [said] they did not
understand the basics of Jihad.”

Saudi Arabia has been strug-
gling to contain Islamic militants
who have attacked the govern-
ment and Westerners in a seri
of deadly attacks since May 2003.

Al-Sheik did not say how his of-
fice verified the identities of

Clerics said to reform
extremists via Internet

those that had communicated
with his ministry. It also was un-
clear if those who communicated
with the government were inside
the kingdom or where on the In-
ternet these discussions were tak-
ing place.

Al-Sheik said there were a
“few” people that the government
communicated with who were
“not convinced” to turn away
from militant calls, but he said
some remained in contact with
his department.

Discussions _also were held
with militants in Saudi detention
facilities and the outcome was
“fruitful,” al-Sheik told reporters
on &he sidelines of the confer-
en

Separately, al-Sheik said the
‘ministry had issued an edict con-
demning suicide bombings as an
act of terror. He, however, added
that those flghtmg occupation are
not terrorists.

A European delegate, speaking
on the condition of anonymity,
said an unidentified Iranian dele-
gate on Saturday accused Pres
dent Bush of using extremist lan-
guage similar to that of Osama
bin Laden.

Pope gives

BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul 1T appeared at his hospital
window Sunday, frail and speak-
ing with difficulty but deter-
mined to show he can still lead
the Roman Catholic Church.

The 10-minute appearance at
an open window gave the public
its first glimpse of the 84-year-old
pontiff since his hospitalization,
which rekindled questions about
his ability to carry on.

He looked rested and alert, and
amessage read for him by an Ar-
gentine archbishop standing be-
side him seemed to respond to
any doubts raised.

“... In this hospital, in the mid-
dle of other sick people to whom
my affectionate thoughts go out, I
can continue to serve the church
and the entire humanity,”

blessing from hospital

message
said.
As

well-wish-

ers, many
with tears in
their  eyes,
gazed up at

is
10th-floor
window,
John

Paul

Pope John Paul Il

blessing. But his words, in a
gravely voice, were barely under-
standable.

“I think it's very touching be-
cause the Holy Father is not
doing well and seeing his will to
appear is moving,” said Daniela
Sgro, a 25-year-old Italian.

“John Paul is a different pope,”
said Pilar Vizcaya, visiting Rome

from Mexico. “He’s very humane
and has a big heart. Let’s hope we
can see him again in good health
soon.”

The pope, who has Parkinson’s
disease and hip and knee ail-
ments, was rushed to Rome’s Ge-
‘melli Polyclinic last Tuesday with
breathing trouble brought on by
the flu. The Vatican has said he is
steadily improving and that the
next medical bulletin would be is-
sued Monday.

Under heavy police security
and with TV cameras broadcast-
ing the images around the world,
John Paul was seated by the win-
dow wearing his usual white
robes — a tiny bandage visible on
his right wrist and a reddish
mark on his chin.

though no date for his re-
lease has been given, the pope’s
spokesman has suggested the hos-
pital stay would last a week.
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Tsunami-hit Indonesia ready for U.S. to leave

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia —
The massive recovery from
Asia’s tsunami entered its sev-
enth week Sunday, with the U.S.
military winding down its deliver-
ies of aid by helicopter but work-
ers in Indonesia still finding sev-
eral hundred corpses per day.

Indonesia’s disaster agency
said that laborers clearing debris
in Aceh province on the northern
tip of Sumatra island found 1,634
bodies in the previous two days
alone, while the Turkish prime
minister toured the devastated re-
gion to see how his country could
help.

Another tsunami-ravaged coun-
try, Thailand, held national elec-
tions expected to return the in-
cumbent prime minister to office
with an even greater mandate,
partly on the strength of his facile
handling of that country’s re-
sponse to the Dec. 26 disaster.

A U.S. Navy commander said
over the weekend that emergency
relief by his country’s troops prob-
ably would wrap up this month,
closing the biggest U.S. military
operation in Southeast Asia since
the Vietnam War.

Estimates of the death toll from
11 tsunami-hit nations ranged
Sunday from about 152,000 to

178,000 — more than 113,000 in
Indonesia alone. The number of
missing ranged from 26,000 to
142,000. Most are presumed
dead, but officials say it's too
early to add them to the toll.

The aircraft carrier USS Abra-
ham Lincoln has left the waters
off Sumatra after spending a
month leading a massive helicop-
ter relief mission into devastated
villages along its western coast.

Rear Adm. William Douglas
Crowder, the commander of the
Lincoln’s battle group, said 4,000
to 5,000 U.S. military personnel
remain deployed, mostly off-
shore, in the multinational relief
effort.

But he said he expected those
forces to end their missions “in a
couple of weeks.” He declined to
give an exact date.

“I don’t think it will be a long
time,” he said as the Lincoln was
docked at Singapore’s Changi
Naval Base.

Other countries, including Aus-
tralia, France and Japan, also
sent military forces to help in the
aid effort. The U.S. contingent
was the largest, at one stage num-
bering up to 15,000 people.

Indonesia welcomed the for-
eign help but has said it will be
ready to take control of the relief
operation by late March, when
the foreign troops should leave.

Waves took what war left behind

BY ALEXANDRA ZAVIS

The Associated Press

HAFUN, Somalia — More than a decade ago,
Norta Ibrahim Mudey fled the violent anarchy of
Mogadishu for the sanctuary of this remote fishing
village on the far northeastern coast of Somalia.
But her newfound peace was shattered the day
giant waves raced across the ocean from Asia.

Somalis who for years have been battered by
war and drought thought they knew devastation.
Then came the Dec. 26 tsunami.

“I have seen death and destruction in the civil
war, but nothing like this,” said Mudey, a diminu-
tive woman wrapped in a veil, squatting in front of
a shack patched together with rusting metal sheet-
ing and a bright pink clof

Mudey’s husband and 6-month-old child were
swept to sea. Only her husband’s body was found.

Humanitarian workers estimate that at least 100
families who'd moved here to escape clan fighting
in Somalia’s interior lost everything when the tsu-
nami struck. Other fe ies devastated by the natu-
ral disaster had moved here to escape drought or
were simply in search of a better life.

The waves lashed 400 miles of coastline. Esti-
mates of the number killed range from 100 to 300,
with thousands of others affected.

e Horn of Africa country has been without an
effective central government since opposition lead-
ers united to oust dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in
1991. The leaders then turned their guns on one
other, carving the nation of 7 million into battling
fiefdoms ruled by clan-based factions.

The conflict has left more than 500,000 people
dead, about 400,000 driven from home and more
than 350,000 refugees, according to aid agencies.

Norta Ibrahim Mudey stands Tuesday outside her
temporary shelter in Hafun in north eastern
Somalia. Mudey fled the fighting of Mogadishu in
the 1990s only to lose everything when the
tsunami struck her village of Hafun in December.

The family had a two-room house at the water’s
edge. They bought a television and satellite dish.
And they supported a host of relatives and friends.

Then the waves came.

“The sea took everything,” Mudey said — house,
savings, belongings, husband and baby.

Two days later, her husband’s body washed
ashore, but her baby was never found. Their three
other children were out with an aunt when the di-
saster happened and escaped unharmed.

Committee to
study release
of prisoners

BY RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel on Sunday signaled it will
consider freeing some Palestinian prisoners in-
volved in attacks on Israelis, defusing a crisis with
the Palestinian Authority ahead of a historic Mid-
east summit.

Last week, Israel’s Cabinet approved the release
of 900 prisoners, none involved in violence. Palestin-
ian officials complained that the planned gesture,
ahead of Tuesday’s summit in the Egyptian Red Sea
resort of Sharm el-Sheik, did not go far enough, and
the dispute overshadowed summit preparations.

Late Saturday, top aides of Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon and Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas
agreed to form a committee to study additional releas-
es, including of prisoners involved in attacks. Negotia-
tors also finalized an arrangement of conditional am-
nesty for Palestinian fugitives, they said.

the Gaza Strip, an Egyptian delegation led by
the deputy of intelligence chief Omar Suleiman was
to meet with Abbas, leaders of militant groups and
security commanders to shore up an emerging
cease-fire deal and review the deployment of Pales-
tinian police in the volatile territory.

The prisoner issue is one of the most

AP

Israeli Prime ister Ariel Sharon is to meet Tuesday
with Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, their first
meeting since Abbas was elected Jan. 9.

ter in charge of prisoner issues, said that if Israel
does not ease its criteria, it could hurt Abbas. “Tt will
not allow him to succeed in the Palestinian street,”
Abdel Razek told Israel Army Radio.

Israel’s deputy defense minister, Zeev Boim, said
additional prisoner releases are inevitable, but that
Israel wouldn’t rush into it. “The issue of releasing
prisoners is very sensitive for them (the Palest
ians), so we will have to release prisoners,”
told Army Radio. “The committee will discuss how
it can be done.”

A senior Israell official, speaking on condition of

aid -ases would be consid-

charged on the Israeli-Palestinian agenda, and a
large-scale release would boost Abbas who is trying
to negotiate an end to the armed Palestinian uprising.

Israel holds more than 7,000 Palestinians prison-
ers, many of them arrested in the current round of
fighting.

Palestinian officials have complained that Israel’s
decision to release 900 prisoners is insufficient. They
are pushing for the immediate release of some 400
prisoners convicted before 1993, when Israel and the
PLO signed a mutual recognition agreement.

Hisham Abdel Razek, Palestinian Cabinet minis-

ered by lhe_]oml committee. In return, the Palestin-
ian agreed not to make the prisoners “an issue at the
summit,” the Israeli official said.

Israeli security officials said Qassam Barghouti,
son of imprisoned uprising leader Marwan Barghou-

Mexican voters head to
the polls amid tension

BY JOHN RICE
The Associated Press

ACAPULCO, Mexico — Guer-
rilla-style attacks in Acapulco
and a police strike across the
country in Cancun have added to
worries over Sunday’s votes for
governor in three Mexican states
where parties don’t usually refer
to politics.

Voters in plastic sandals — and
a few in bathing suits — filed
though open-air polling places
along Acapulco’s posh Costera
boulevard Sunday as well as in
the hillside slums where many
tourism workers live.

The voting — and likely post-
election feuding — could affect
the 2006 national presidential
campaign.

The Democratic Revolution
Party, which finished third in the

last two presidential races, is
counting on a strong showing to
prove it’s a strong national chal-
lenger.

The Institutional Revolution-
ary Party, or PRI, hopes the three
states will pull it still further out
of the crisis caused by its loss of
the 2000 presidential election,
ending 71 years in power.

The edge of tension grew on Sat-
urday when unidentified gunmen
with automatic weapons killed
three policemen and a
15-year-old bystander in the

capulco area on Saturday dur-
ing three separate attacks — one
of them just a few blocks from the
city’s famed waterfront.

In Quintana Roo state on Mexi-
co’s other coast, election security
was complicated by a strike by
some 200 police officers in Can-
cun, which has about half the
state’s population.

Seven African countries sign rain forest treaty

BRAZZAVILLE, Republic of Congo — Leaders of seven Central Afri-
can countries signed a landmark treaty on Saturday to work together
to help save the world’s second-largest rain forest.

The forests make up the heart of Africa, encompassing 500 million
acres stretching though 10 countries. They are also home to more than
half Africa’s animal species, including the world’s entire population of
Jowland gorillas. Nearly 20 million people depend on the forests for

food and shelter.

ti, would be freed. The younger i, a student
in Egypt, was arrested on entering the West Bank in
2003. The Israelis said he was suspected of involve-
ment in terrorist activities.

Israel is refusing to free the elder Barghouti, who
is serving five life terms after convictions on involve-
ment in fatal attacks against Israelis.

say 3.7 million acres of land in the Congo Basin

are lost each year 1o llegal logeing, poaching, vory trafficking and a

rampant bushmeat tr

In attendance at lhe event were leaders from the Republic of Congo,
Gabon, Sao Tome, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Chad and Central Afri-
can Republic — which make up the bulk of the Congo Basin.

From The Associated Press
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Rain doesn’t hur

BY MICHAEL ASTOR
The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — Even the
pouring rain couldn’t put a damper on this
country’s famed carnival as tens of thou-
sands of revelers took to the streets Satur-
day, dancing to the sound of samba drums
on the second day of the annual celebra-
tion.

Samba rhythms rose above the sound of
intermittent rain showers, and many peo-
ple wielded umbrellas as they fell in be-
hind the “blocos” — as the informal street
carnival groups are known.

The Banda de Ipanema attracted more
than 10,000 people and snarled traffic in
the city’s famous beach district.

The band, which is a favorite of Rio’s gay
community, pounded out samba songs
with irreverent lyrics while transvestites
struggled to stay upright in stiletto heels.

“The energy is incredible, everyone
comes together, rich and poor, that’s what
is so nice,” said Chris O'Connell, a
23-year-old musician from New York who
was visiting Rio for carnival.

The party got started early.

Some 40,000 revelers had filled the city’s
main avenue by midmorning, many
dressed in white with black spots in tribute
to a traditional brass band known as the
Black Ball Band.

The crowd turned out despite the threat
of rain to celebrate the band — Cordao de
Bola Preta in Portuguese — which has
played at the world’s most famous carnival
since 1918. One of the last of its kind, the
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AP photos

Left: The Rei Momo, or Carnival King, Marcelo Reis greets people on the streets of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Friday. The event officially
opens Carnival. Right: People dance samba during a parade on “Bola Preta” block in Rio de Janeiro on Saturday.

band prides itself on providing an accessi-
ble alternative to more formal carnival
events.

The samba parade in the specially de-
signed sambadrome stadium is the center-
piece of Rio’s carnival celebrations, which
began Friday and will run until the wee
hours of Ash Wednesday. The high point
comes Sunday and Monday nights when
the city’s 14 premiere samba groups
‘mount parades that cost more than $1 mil-
lion to produce.

The groups parade with thousands of
elaborately costumed dancers, hundreds
of drummers and a slew of elaborate floats.
The spectacle is televised live across the
nation.

But for many, carnival lost some of its
spontaneity when the city moved the cele-
bration into the specially designed sam-
badrome stadium in 1984. In recent years,
such groups as Cordao de Bola Preta have
been gaining popularity as carnival re-
turns to the streets.

Some 770,000 tourists are expected in
the city for the pre-Lenten bash, with
about 20 percent coming from abroad, ac-
cording to the Rio de Janeiro tourist board.

To ensure safety, state authorities have
deployed 30,000 police officers around the
city — including 10,000 around the sam-
badrome stadium. Police also were occupy-
ing the shantytowns surrounding the stadi-
um that are usually controlled by heavily
armed drug gangs.

Bob Marley
bash brings

Chinese hit railway
for Lunar New Year

thousands
to Ethiopia

BY DAGNACHEW TEKLU
The Associated Press

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia —
Thousands of Ethiopians and Ras-
tafarians were jamming on a hot
Sunday in the capital’s main
square as Ethiopia threw a birth-
day bash for the late reggae star
Bob Marley, in what is billed as
the country’s largest concert.

Itis part of monthlong celebra-
tions of the 60th anmversary of
Marley’s birth. He died in 1981.
This is first time the event was
held outside the singer’s native Ja-
maica and is organized by the
Bob Marley Foundation, the U.N.
children’s agency, the African
Union and others.

A priest from the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church blessed the event
and then first on stage was Bu-
rundi’s Royal Drummers.

Many of those in Meskel
Square for Sunday’s concert wore
T-shirts _emblazoned with por-
traits of Bob Marley. Others wore
hand-bands, jewelry and T-shirts
decorated with the Ethiopian na-
tional flag and Rastafarian colors
of green, yellow and red.

Organizers said they expected
as many as 300,000 people to at-
tend the free event, which is
dubbed “Africa Unite” after one
of Marley’s many famous songs.

“I think it is incredible that so

His Holiness Pope Abune Paulos, Head of the Etl

Church, left, is invited to look at a painting exhi

right, wife of legendary reggae singer Bob Marley and former backing
singer of the Wailers, in Addis Ababa City Hall, Ethiopia, on Tuesday.

many years after brother Bob’s
death, he still inspires such an
amazing show,” said Yohannes, a
Rastafarian, who goes by a single
name.

Marley'’s five sons, widow and
former backup singers were ex-
pected to perform along with
Benin music star Angelique
Kidjo, Senegal’s Youssou N'dour
and Baaba Maal. Well-known
Ethiopians artists also were set to
perform.

Ethiopia’s evangelical church-
es on Saturday objected to the cel-
ebrations, saying that Rastafari-
ans are wrong to consider Ethio-
pia’s last emperor a living god
and they would expose Ethiopian
youth to marijuana.

The  Ethiopian  Orthodox
Church, the country’s main
church, has, however, supported
the celebrations.

Some Rastafarians smoke mari-
juana as a sacrament, but others
object to its use. Most Rastafari-
ans preach a oneness with nature
and grow their hair into long mat-
ted strands called dreadlocks.

Meskel Square, which has been
undergoing a facelift over the
past month with new paving and
streetlights, was fluttering with
Ethiopian, Jamaican and other
countries’ flags.

“This is a big day for Bob,” said
Bisrat Teddesse, an Ethiopian
businessman out for a morning
walk with his wife. “I like the Ja-
maicans,” he said, using a com-
mon Ethiopian term for the coun-
try’s small Rastafarian communi-
ty. “And I love Bob. He is Ethio-
pia’s elder son.”

The concert was broadcast live
on Ethiopian television.

BY ALEXA OLESEN

The Associated Press

BEIJING — They swamp the
rails every year — millions of
travelers who brave crowds,
germs, pickpockets and stand-
ing for hours on lurching trains
to make it home for China’s big-
gest family holiday.

The government says Chinese
will make 1.97 billion trips dur-
ing the 40-day travel period
around Lunar New Year, which
begins Wednesday. The rail-
ways are carrying 4 million peo-
ple a day.

But to get home, most seem
ready to put up with the hard-
ships.

“I am going to see my wife,
my kids, my parents,” said Chen
Ganshun, a 35-year-old con-
struction worker. Chen was wait-
ing at Beijing’s West Train Sta-
tion for a train to Sichuan prov-
ince, 600 miles to the southwest.
Like many of China’s millions of
migrant workers, he hasn't been
home since this time last year.

Around Chen in the hulking,
hangar-like station, other travel-
ers bustled past, hurrying from
ticket counters to souvenir
shops to train platforms, their
breath white in the cold air.

Massive speakers blared out
tinny warnings: “Travelers,
when standing in line, don’t
push. And be mindful of your be-
longings, especially your mobile
phones and wallets.”

“You do have to be careful,”
said Chen, bundled up against
the cold in a flannel shirt, four
sweaters and a sport coat. His
trip will be long, but Chen is
lucky. He’s with friends and he
has a seat.

Thousands of others were
forced to buy standing tickets.

Jiang Feng, 36, a clothing
shop owner from the southern
coastal city of Wenzhou, said he
did it for a 30-hour journey after
he couldn’t get a plane ticket or
even a seat on a train.

“I am getting prepared by sit-
ting here,” Jiang said, smoking
a cigarette on a frigid concrete
bench.

Others are preparing to pro-
tect their health.

This year’s travel season
comes after a meningitis out-
break that killed at least 17 peo-
ple and sickened 258. The gov-
ernment declared the outbreak
under control last week but or-
dered extra sanitation for trains,
buses and other vehicles.

China’s crowded trains — lit-
tered with pumpkin seed husks,
cigarette butts, used tissues and
where many people spit in
aisles — are an ideal breeding
ground for contagious diseases.

Announcements at the train
station also warned travelers
against falling prey to scalpers
or China’s thriving trade in fake
tickets.
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EDITOR/OPINION

Good work, sailors and Marines

To the sailors and marines supporting
Operation Unified Assistance and your fel-
low military and civilian counterparts:

The tsunami that struck southeast Asia
on Dec. 26 was a horrific tragedy. Ameri-
can sailors and Marines, American war-
ships and helicopters provided essential
assistance to tsunami victims in difficult
and dangerous circumstances. Your com-
passion, professionalism and dedicated ef-
forts were awesome. Well done!

With more than 6,000 flight hours and
more than 20 million pounds of medicine,
food and water delivered to date, you
saved thousands of lives and eased the suf-
fering of thousands more.

America’s sea services once again
brought great resources and flexibility to
bear in the noble cause of helping others.

Your fellow Americans are proud of all
of you and what you accomplished. Those
whom you assisted are grateful for your
help, for your care and for your friend-
ship.

You showed the world American com-
passion and mercy. At sea, ashore and in

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

the air, you brought honor to yourselves
and to our nation.

Thank you for your continued service to
our Navy and Marine Corps, to our nation
and to the world. Thanks for all you've

achieved and for continuing to help others
in the future.

Gordon R. England

Secretary of the Navy

Arlington, Va.

Separation allowance not clear

I am a National Guard soldier who has
been deployed in Iraq since April 2004.

I had a son who was born in June 2004
while I was deployed. I figured that I
would qualify for family separation allow-
ance since I consider my son to be family
and, because of deployment, I will miss
the first 10 months of his life.

But when I went to the finance office, T
was told I do not qualify for family separa-
tion allowance because I am not married.
If you must be married to receive it, I
think the military should give it a less-de-
ceiving name, such as spousal separation
allowance. I think that would alleviate
some of the confusion for unmarried sol-
diers with children.

Sgt. Chris Rudd
Baghdad

Nixon’s legacy, through a new lens

BY JULES WITCOVER
Tribune Media Services

WASHINGTON
fter years of operating as a pri-
vate, self-financed and self-man-
aged institution, the Richard
Nixon Presidential Library in

Yorba Linda, Calif,, is about to be taken
over by the National Archlves with interest-
in for how the Nixon presiden-
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cy and legacy will be presented under feder-
al control.

Of prime interest to historians and the
public, obviously, will be the material cover-
ing the Watergate scandal of 1972-74 that
led to Nixon’s resignation in disgrace in
1974. It is part of the 46 million pages of
records and 4,000 hours of tape recordings
to be transferred over the next several
years to the library, expanded with federal
funds to house them.

An exhibit on Watergate at the existing li-
brary has been criticized as selectively fa-
vorable to the late president, and a National
Archives spokesman says it will be re-
viewed by Archives officials, as will all as-
pects of the library heretofore run by a pri-
vate foundation.

Upon Nixon’s departure from the White
House, he claimed custody of all his papers
as private property, but the Supreme Court
said they belonged to the American people
and should be held by the National Archives
here. The Nixon family estate fought a long
battle to get them but failed, finally settling
in 2000 for $18 million in compensation.

The papers are now at an annex in Col-
lege Park, Md., and will be shipped to Cali-
fornia over the next four years at a cost of
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$476,000 to the federal government, in ac-
cordance with a law sponsored by Republi-
can Rep. Gary Miller, in whose district the
library and Nixon birthplace are located.

In light of Nixon's resignation in the
midst of an impeachment inquiry, the Na-
tional Archives did not undertake an official
Nixon presidential library as part of an insti-
tution going back to Presidents Herbert
Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt, who do-
nated their presidential papers to the pub-
lic.

The task instead was carried out by a pri-
vate foundation of Nixon supporters, with
full control over the contents, including the
Watergate exhibit that disputes certain as-
pects of the case of a White House cover-up
of the famous 1972 break-in of Democratic
National Committee headquarters.

According to Susan Cooper of the Nation-
al Archives, federal civil servants will as-
sume the key positions of curator, archivist
and director of the library and “will set the
tone and take a good look at all of the exhib-
its.” The private foundation, she says, will
continue to provide support functions, as is
the case with all the other presidential li-
braries.

The current Nixon Library archivist in
Yorba Linda, Greg Cumming, says the rela-
tionship between the foundation and the Na-
tional Archives will be exactly the same as
itis at all other presidential libraries, “a co-
operative effort,” with the Archives in
charge and the foundation in a fund-raising
and supportive role.

He says editorial content will be up to the
Archives officials, chosen by competitive ap-
plication, and while there might be some
“editorial changes,” he expects nothing
major. The objective in the Watergate exhib-

President Nixon gestures toward
transcripts of White House tapes in 1974,
after announcing they would become public.

it has always been “to tell the whole story,”
he says, and it has done a good job of if to
date.

While the Nixon papers have been in the
Washington area, the National Archives
first made some of them available for press
scrutiny under tight security, and later re-
leased more than 2,000 hours of tape tran-
scriptions. Each time they have generated
newsworthy stories about Watergate and
the personality and views of Nixon himself.

The news of the transfer of the Nixon pa-
pers comes at a time another important Wa-
tergate exhibit has opened at the University
of Texas in Austin. There, the work and pa-
pers of the two newspaper reporters who
were principally involved in exposing the
Watergate scandal at the Washington Post,
Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, are on
public view.

Woodward likes to say the Nixon papers,
like the old Hallmark greeting card motto,
are “the gift that keeps on giving.” He could
say the same about Nixon’s role in the Wa-
tergate scandal, because the two reporters’
own papers that revealed it in telling detail

we brought them, according to The Post,
$5 million from the University of Texas.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Sex, politics and Sen. Clinton’s ambitions

BY MARGARET CARLSON
Los Angeles Times

was trying to think of a person other
than Hillary Rodham Clinton whose
fainting would be breaking news on
three continents. George and Laura,
yes. Sen. John McCain, maybe. Jennifer
Aniston? Possibly, if her swoon followed the
sighting of Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie en
flagrante.

My point is that Hillary is in a class by her-
self, and not just because she powered
through two more speeches that day. Her
historic move — straight from the East Wing
to the U.S. Senate — brought her one-name
fame and made her the brightest star in the
political firmament. If she wants the nomina-
tion, she is likely to get it, thanks to superior
organization, fund raising and a base as
solid as President Bush’s. If she does, glee-
ful Republicans and some frantic Demo-
crats foresee a general-election loss reach-
ing McGovernesque proportions.

What the glee and worry don’t take into ac-
count is how shrewdly Hillary is reposition-
ing herself, in sharp contrast to the rest of
her party. Sure, she carries a lot of baggage
and attracts visceral resentment not limited
to insecure males. But remember that Rich-
ard Nixon used the exposure of a presiden-
tial campaign to offload some of the heaviest
baggage in American political history.

Religion is now so central to our politics
that every candidate prays like Voltaire on
his deathbed just to cover his bets. This
comes easily to Hillary, who's naturally
self-righteous and a sincere, lifelong Method-
ist. For a while, she’s been a regular at the
Senate’s weekly prayer breakfasts, clutch-
ing her own well-worn Bible, sometimes
even holding hands with Sen. Lindsay Gra-

ham, R-S.C., chief among her husband’s tor-
menters.

To get right with the military, which never
forgave her husband for his “don’t ask, don’t
tell” doctrine, she chose to be on the Armed
Services Committee. On weekends, instead
of hanging around the house in Chappaqua,
she visits bases.

But nothing shows off her third-way skills
‘more than her recent proclamation on abor-
tion, which she called “a sad, tragic choice”
that shouldn’t “ever have to be exercised, or
only in very rare circumstances.”

The speech surprised many who have
long known her as a die-hard feminist but, in
fact, it may have been brilliant. Democrats
desperately need to recover some of the
ground they lost when Republicans forced a
vote to ban partial-birth abortion, a rare but
gruesome procedure. In thrall to Kate Mich-
elman and NARAL Pro-Choice America,
many Democrats voted no because they
could only see the hypocrisy of pro-lifers
who also oppose condoms and turn a blind
eye to those who would kill a doctor to pro-
tect a zygote.

What Hillary is saying now is that no mat-
ter how specious their partial-birth abortion
ban, she recognizes that the world has
changed since Roe v. Wade. She voted

bill she co-sponsored that would correct the
ridiculous exclusion of birth control pills
from insurance coverage, a lapse even more
absurd now that the Bush administration’s
new drug benefit is going to cover erectile

pills. No to Ortho-Novum, which

against the ban, but now sees the
light. Babies can now survive at 24 weeks,
and yet the “health of the mother” exception
has grown so large that a teenager seven
months pregnant could slip through. Hillary
hopes to appeal to that huge swath of voters
who want to protect abortion but see them-
selves as pro-life.

In the same Jan. 24 speech, Hillary tried
to turn the spotlight back on the sexual hy-
pocrisy of the other side by bringing up the

can prevent unwanted pregnancies, and yes
to Viagra, which can, well, I won’t get into it.
How's that for a mixture of sex discrimina-
tion and bad health policy? The little pink
pill was excluded as a “lifestyle” drug. As
you watch the ads for Cialis, you decide
what those little blue pills are for.
Sometimes Hillary is a victim of sexual
politics; sometimes she exploits them. But so
far, she hasn't transcended them. Once

again, her husband, who she once said “was
ahard dog to keep on the porch,” is off, first
to Sri Lanka as a U.N. envoy and, if some old
associates have their way, in a race to be-
come United Nations secretary-general.

That effort makes you wonder whether
Bill has signed on to a clever “stop Hillary”
movement, or whether he sees the U.N. job
as a way to assure potential Hillary voters
that he will be too busy to interfere in domes-
tic affairs, or to conduct one.

I bet the latter. And I think it's about time
he helped her. She’s not just building a tent
big enough to bring back some of those cen-
trist voters for whom her party moved too
far left, but one big enough to keep the dog
on the porch.

Bad time to boo the messenger — or his message

resident Bush said in his State of
the Union speech last week that So-
cial Security is heading toward

ruptcy, and astonishingly,

Democrats sitting in the House chamber

Jay Ambrose

booed. It was as if
there had been a warn-
ing system in Indone-
sia that a tsunami was
coming, but instead of
running for their lives
when it sounded, those
on the beach cursed
the thing. Smugly, stu-
pidly cursed it.

If the Democrats
stick with this denial
and are able to defeat
reform through the pre-
tense that nothing
much is amiss, the nation eventually will
learn the hard way just how right Bush was.

As Bush pointed out, Social Security is a
pay-as-you-go system. Despite Franklin
Roosevelt’s trickery to the effect that each
worker had his own account, workers trans-
fer a portion of the money they earn to So-
cial Security beneficiaries. For a long time,
this way worked. ... For every beneficiary,
there were 16 workers contributing payroll
taxes to the beneficiary’s pocketbook.

Then there was the post-war baby boom
and, on top of that, vast numbers of people
are now toting up four-score years of age
and more. Today, we have three workers
supporting each beneficiary. In a few more
decades, Bush reminded us, there will be
just two. A colleague of mine joked in a col-
‘umn once that each retiree would ultimately
be dependent on just one worker. Choose
your worker well, he joked — make sure this
person is healthy, ambitious and

well-equipped to earn a robust wage.

But of course it is no joke that, by 2018,
the amount due beneficiaries will outstrip
the amount coming from the payroll taxes of
workers. It will be double-whammy time.
You will have to come up with tens of bil-
lions of dollars to pay the retirees and tens of
billions of dollars to help finance other pro-
grams in the federal budget that were sup-
ported in part by the Social Security surplus.

Some people think the answer to the first
part of the problem is simple. Just turn to
the trust fund and take all those Social Secu-
rity surpluses that have been mounting over
the years. The problem is ... [t]o get the
money without prior reform, you are going
to have to either tax or borrow or some com-
bination of both, and the kicker is that the
amount will be enormous and keep growing.

What you will have to do instead is reduce

the amount to be paid to beneficiaries along
with maybe finding means of providing for
them besides taxes or borrowing. There is a
need to act quickly, making sure to hold safe
anyone now receiving benefits or within a de-
cade’s reach of them, so that those affected
by adjustments have time to adjust them-
selves. Bush threw out several possibilities
suggested in the past by Democrats, such as
tying the amount of benefits to prices rather
than wages or increasing the retirement age.

Bush has another, excellent idea. It is to es-
tablish voluntary, individual retirement ac-
counts for younger workers. When the Propo-
smon i brought up, any number of seeming-

do back flips to show they don’t understand
something basic. They avow that if you allow
this money to be invested, you are removing
it from Social Security. But you aren’t.

Along with the interest it will almost sure-
ly earn over the years, it will be used to pay
future retirees. It stays in the system. It’s
true that the portion that goes for the ac-
counts won't be available to pay current re-
tirees and that we are thus brought closer to
the day of reckoning. That day, however, is
certain to come at any rate and, meanwhile,
the accounts will do something sngmflcant to
fix and improve Social Security.

Of course, if you believe beyond all reason
and evidence ... that there is no cause for
concern, you can justify your obstruction-
ism. You can just stand on that beach and
watch that big wave come at you. It won't
just be coming at the Democratic members.
of Congress, however, or those Republicans
who abet them. It will come at all of us.

ay Ambrose, formerly the Washington director
oF ecional polcy Tor SCEPS Howard Newspapers,
is a columnist living in Colorado.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Uninspected oil

ALBUQUERQUE —
An  environmental
group says oil and gas wells
in five western states aren’t
being  inspected  often
enough, and the inspections
that are done are more like-
ly for production than
ecological concerns.

In a report released,
the Western Organi-
zation of Resource
Councils said New Mexico, Colo-
rado, Montana, Wyoming and
North Dakota have 79 percent of
the active wells on Bureau of Land
Management land nationwide, but
only 26 percent of the inspectors.

Inspections do not keep up with
the rapid pace of oil and gas devel-
opment, few enforcement actions
are taken even when problems are
identified, and citizens’ complaints
often are ignored, according to the
report.

-

King memorial repairs

ATLANTA — The memori-

al where the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. is buried needs
$11.6 million in repairs, according
to a National Park Service report.

Problems include fire hazards
and leaks at the center’s archive
building, which houses King’s pa-
pers and other important docu-
ments from the civil rights move-
ment, according to the report,
which was obtained by The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution.

“I was surprised at the extent of
the problems,” said Frank Catrop-
pa, superintendent of the Martin
Luther King Jr. National Historic
Site.

The King family controls the
24-year-old center through a non-
profit corporation. The National
Park Service manages the site but
does not operate the King Center.

Taxing bull semen

AUGUSTA — Maine’s

dairy and beef farmers are
furious over a tax on bull semen
that has been on the books for de-
cades but only recently began ap-
pearing on bills for artificial insem-
ination.

Genex Cooperative Inc., Maine’s
largest livestock semen distribu-
tor, previously had absorbed the
tax. But as more states began initi-
ating a tax on semen, company offi-
cials said they no longer could af-
ford it.

The tax is a minimum of $800 to
$1,000 per year on an average
small dairy farm, and up to $5,000
for some of Maine’s largest dairy
operations.

This extra expenditure has
pushed many farmers to lobby the
state Legislature’s Agriculture
Committee to amend the sales tax
laws to exempt semen.

The exemption has the backing
of the Maine Farm Bureau, the
Maine Dairy Industry Improve-
ment Association and the Maing
Beef Producers Association,
among other groups.

Animals to be tracked

YAKIMA — State agricul-

ture officials have begun
assigning identification numbers
to farms and ranches — a precur-
sor to a broader animal identifica-
tion system aimed at making it easi-
er to track livestock in the future.

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

The ability to trace livestock be-
came crucial following the discov-
ery of the nation’s first case of mad
cow disease in a Washington state
Holstein in December 2003. The
cow’s origins were later traced to
Canada, but not before dozens of
countries closed their borders to
U.S. beef products.

In the months since, authorities
nationally have been pushing for
the ability to trace animals and
food products within 48 hours.

Identifying where livestock ani-
mals are born, raised, fed, sold or
handled is key to such a system.

Drug cards at school

CHARLESTON — Admin-

istrators are trying to fig-
ure out how a woman was able to
wander into a high school and
hand out discount cards for a
30-day supply of a prescription
drug used to treat attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder.

The card given to students at
Point Pleasant High School reads
“Adderall XR Achievers Pro-
gram” and directs cardholders to
show it along with a doctor’s pre-
scription to a pharmacist for re-
demption.

“My daughter told me that a
woman with a visitor’s pass on was
handing it out at school,” a mother,
who asked to remain anonymous,

Church moves

Kulm 's House Moving, of Victoria,
moves the Escue Chapel
Chrlsllan Methodist Episcopal
Church building down a Pawnee
County road near Larned, Kan. The
abandoned church, which had
served the black community, was
moved from town to the Santa Fe
Trail Center 2 miles west of town,
where it will be restored.

told The Charleston

Gazette. “The

woman told her that

@ it helps people to pay at-
tention.”

Mason County policy re-
quires all visitors to sign in
at the main offices of all
schools.

“As far as we know, we

éve ot had anyone like that

in our building” Principal

Rick Northrup said. “It may

\) be that a person misrepresent-

ed herself, but we don't
know.”

A Kinky candidate

SAN ANTONIO — Musi-

cian-turned-mystery author
Kinky Friedman is promising an
unconventional campaign in his in-
dependent bid to get elected Texas
governor next year.

Wearing blue jeans, black cow-
boy hat, a black fringed Western
jacket and smoking a cigar, Fried-
‘man announced his candidacy in
front of the Alamo.

“We're going to wake up this
great slumbering giant of Texas in-
dependence,” he said.

About 200 people attended the
announcement, ich the
60-year-old Friedman made after
an invocation from country sing-
er-songwriter Billy Joe Shaver. It
comes some 13 months before
Democrats and Republicans select
their nominees, whom Friedman
has labeled “decaf or regular,
paper or plastic.”

Jewel theft manhunt

NEW YORK — A nation-
‘wide search was under way

for a man accused of killing three
Jjewelers during a robbery spree in
New York and Connecticut.

Authorities believe Christopher
DiMeo, 23, chatted up jewelry
store employees and said he was
looking for an engagement ring be-
fore he pulled out a gun and
robbed them.

He allegedly took a total of near-
1y $300,000 worth of merchandise.

In the most recent attack, jewel-
1y store owner Timothy Donnelly
and his wife Kimberly Ann were
killed and robbed of an undeter-
mined amount in Fairfield, Conn.

DiMeo also is accused of killing
Thomas Renison and stealing
about $100,000 worth of jewelry on
Dec. 21 in Glen Head, N.Y.

Bus driver arrested

CHARLOTTE — A school

bus driver who had been
drinking was tracked down by au-
thorities after one of his passen-
gers called 911 from a cell phone
and reported the man was asleep
at the wheel, authorities said.

Vernon Tobias Wallace, 23, was
charged with driving with alcohol
in his system after police and
school officials finally found him
and pulled over his bus. Another
driver finished the route.

None of the 30 or so students
headed for Phillip O. Berry Acade-
my of Technology was injured, ac-
cording to a school district spokes-
woman Police would not release
test results of Wallace’s blood-alco-
hol level but said it was below 0.04
percent. The legal blood-alcohol
level in North Carolina is 0.08 per-
cent for recreational drivers, 0.04
percent for commercial drivers
and 0.0 percent for drivers of
school buses and daycare vans.

The long necks of a pair of

See, it looks like a heart gecrsrects 2ol

of a heart while the birds nest at a pond at Deer Acres Zoo in Hackett,
Ark. Black swans mate for life and are the only swan native to Australia.

Wild and woolly S Yome St ect

lamb, during competition in the medium-weight division at the Cameron
County Fair and Livestock Show in Los Fresnos, Texas.

The team from Northern
Distributor, right, wins a heat
of the annual outhouse race, the featured event of the annual Lake
George, N.Y., Winter Carnival. Northern Distributor won the event.

Fastest outhouse wins
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the Tulsa Boat Show in Tulsa,

i Christopher Richardson, left, gives Ja'Nell
Mardl Gr as fun Co:ys,‘;';n:;r,:::lmla?& aelur;gl';fasying I?is

washboard on Bourbon Street in New Orleans. Parades rolled through
New Orleans all weekend, culminating with Fat Tuesday this week.

Twissy the water-skiing squirvel does  lap of his pool during a demonstration at

Best of the best

Members of the Wade Hampton
High School Air Force JROTC of
Greenville, S.C., compeh in the

during the National JROTC Drill
Team Championships, held in
Montgomery, Ala.

Watch granny go!

Eloise Robinson reacts as she slides downhill after getting a push from her
granddaughter Christianna Zanger, 3, at Nelson Field in Bristol, Conn.

Prison flu epidemic

BISMARCK — North Dako-

ta State Penitentiary offi-
cials say the prison has come down
with the flu. Warden Tim Schuet-
zle, a deputy warden and the pris-
on’s chief of security were among
17 staff members who got sick, as
did more than 100 inmates. The
population of the penitentiary and
the state prison farm totals about
870.

Infants contracted herpes

NY NEW YORK — City health

officials are investigating
the death of a baby boy who was
one of three infants to contract her-
pes after a rabbi circumcised
them.

Ten days after Rabbi Yitzhok Fis-
cher performed religious circumci-
sions on twins last October, one
died of herpes and the other tested
positive for the virus, according to
a complaint filed by the health de-
partment in Manhattan Supreme
Court.

Under Jewish law, a mohel —
someone who performs circumci-
sions — draws blood from the cir-
cumcision wound. Most mohels do
it by hand, but Fischer uses a rare
practice where he uses his mouth.

Fischer’s lawyer, Mark Kurz-
mann, told the Daily News that Fis-
cher was cooperating with the in-
vestigation, although it's unclear
whether Fischer submitted to the
city’s request for a blood test.

Wife indicted in death

LAKE JACKSON — A

woman has been indicted
on negligent homicide charges for
allegedly giving her husband a
sherry enema that killed him.

Michael Warner, 58, died last
May after the enema caused his
blood-alcohol level to rise to .47
percent.

“That's extremely high,” Detec-
tive Lt. Robert Turner said.

“You're either going to be in the
hospital or the funeral home with
that much alcohol.”

Tammy Warner, 42, was indict-
ed.

Turner said Michael Warner
was_an alcoholic who could not
swallow liquor because of ulcers
and heartburn.

Tammy Warner was released on
$30,000 bail.

Transvestite admits guilt

ALBANY — A transvestite

who pumped industrial sili-
cone into other men to give them
feminine features pleaded guilty to
manslaughter in the death of a
man who suffered complications.

Stephen Thomas, 31, will serve
five years in prison and 10 years
on probation under the plea to felo-
ny involuntary manslaughter,
which he entered.

The plea was appropriate be-
cause those involved were willing
participants and there was no in-
tent to kill, Chief Assistant District
Attorney Greg Edwards said.

eBay cans date auction

WILLMAR — A teenager
auctioning himself as a
prom date has been booted off
eBay — but he’s still selling the
shirt off his back.
Nathan Carlson offered himself
for auction after a conversation
with some friends at Ridgewater

College. The bidding started at
$30.

But as the bids came in and ex-
ceeded $260, Carlson added a com-
ment that he’d contribute half the
money to charity if the bidding
went past $1,500 — a big no-no for
the online auction site.

That comment violated eBay’s
policies on auctions to benefit char-
ity, and the Web site ended the auc-
tion.

Air-quality control

SAN  FRANCISCO —

Air-quality regulators have
started clamping down on idling
trucks and buses belching un-
healthful pollutants.

State inspectors, aided by police
and the California Highway Patrol,
are enforcing a new rule that pro-
hibits diesel-fueled trucks from
standing with engines idling for
more than five minutes and buses
for more than 10 minutes.

Drivers caught ignoring it could
get a citation carrying a minimum
civil penalty of $100 and one of a
range of criminal penalties.

DJ doesn’t set record

WINTER PARK — A col-

lege disc jockey who
thought he set a world record for
the longest continuous radio broad-
cast has discovered that he appar-
ently fell 10 hours short.

Dave Plotkin has been informed
by officials at Guinness world
records that his recent 110-hour,
three-minute broadcast on Rollins
College’s WPRK-FM wasn’t good
enough for the all-time longest.

Actually, Guinness says that ac-
cording to its records, a Sri Lankan
man,  Arulanantham  Suresh
Joachim, stayed on the air a record
120 hours in June 2003. Guinness
says it took a year and a half to
complete the documentation and
update its database.

“Please send our apologies,”
said Sam Knights, a Guinness
spokesman.

Plotkin said he plans an attempt
of 144 hours by next year, if the sta-
tion allows it.

Too cold for trouble

WATERVILLE — The

nose-numbing cold that
put Maine in the deep-freeze for
much of January was enough to
keep many Mainers in the warmth
of their homes.

It also keeps crime rates down,
law enforcement officials say.

In fact, crime rates generally go
up and down in tandem with the
rise and fall of outdoor tempera-
tures, according to Maine Depart-
ment of Public Safety statistics.

In 2003, Maine recorded 2,104
serious crimes in February and
3,387 crimes in July, a 61 percent
increase over the span.

Lobbyist spending

MADISON — The state’s

largest teacher’s union and
biggest business group spent the
most money trying to influence
lawmakers ~ during the last
two-year legislative session, ac-
cording to state Ethics Board re-
ports. Wisconsin Education Associ-
ation Council spent $1.5 million.
Wisconsin ~ Manufacturers and
Commerce spent $1.3 million.
They were among groups that
spent $48.5 million on lobbying.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Marsalis shuns pop culture

Former ‘“Tonight Show’ player
yearns for authenticity in music

BY CHARLES J. GANS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
ranford Marsalis has no regrets about casting aside what to
many would seem the trappings of a successful musical ca-
reer — the gigs as bandleader-sidekick on “The Tonight
Show” and musical director of Sting’s post-Police band, even

a contract with a major record label.

He has plugged his ears to the siren call of pop stardom, and shuns
the spotlight of the fast-paced L.A. and New York scenes. “I learned a
lot about American pop culture and the entertainment business,” said
Marsalis, describing the lessons gained from his “Tonight” show expe-
rience from 1992 to *95.

“What makes entertainment work for everybody is a certain embrac-
ing of the blatant superficiality of it, and that's just something that T
wasn’t able to do. ... It was the revelation I needed to realize that 'm
not an entertainer, I'm an artist.”

Today, the 44-year-old Marsalis is living his life and defining suc-
cess on his own terms. In 2002, he started his own record label, Marsa-
lis Music, and moved his family from the New York City suburbs to
Durham, N.C., where he was able to purchase a house large enough to
accommodate a basement recording studio. Marsalis, a New Orleans
native, said he preferred returning to his Southern roots to raise his
family.

“My son had turned 15 and I just felt at the time that he needed to be
in an environment where there’s less of an overt embrace of material-
ism ... and that tremendous sense of entitlement,” said Marsalis. “In
New York, the second or third question when you meet someone is
“What do you do?' ... Most people in Durham don’t know what I do or
who I am, and that’s great.”

Marsalis mostly performs these days with his quartet at jazz clubs,
festivals and college campuses. He occasionally appears with sympho-
ny orchestras to perform a classical repertoire. His current quartet —
with pianist Joey Calderazzo, bassist Eric Revis, and drummer Jeff
“Tain” Watts,” whose links with Marsalis go back to the late '70s at Bos-
ton’s Berklee College of Music — has been together for nearly six
years.

Marsalis’ quartet had built a reputation for its muscular high-intensity
playing on “burnout” uptempo numbers. But the group shows a more
sensitive side on its first all-ballads album, “Eternal,” which has been
nominated for a Grammy as best jazz instrumental album. The saxo-
phonist previously won three Grammys in jazz and pop categories.

The album’s seven tracks, with Marsalis switching between tenor
and soprano saxophones, include three somewhat obscure covers —
“The Ruby and the Pearl,” done in a sultry semi-bolero style, which
Nat King Cole and later Wayne Shorter recorded; “Dinner for One
Please, James,” which acknowledges the influence of tenor legend Ben
Webster’s lyrical and breathy romanticism, and “Gloomy Sunday,” a
mournful song of yearning associated with Billie Holiday.

Each of the quartet’s members contributed an original ballad, includ-
ing Marsalis, whose 17-minute “Eternal” is dedicated to wife Nicole.

“The hardest thing about playing a ballad is that ballads are essen-
tially un-American. The American ideal ... is to rise above the group
through individual achievement,” said Marsallﬁ interviewed over
lunch at a hotel just down the street from the Time Warner Center,
where he had performed with his father, pianist Ellis, and three of his
brothers (trumpeter Wynton, trombonist Delfeayo and drummer
Jason) at the gala concert opening Frederick P. Rose Hall (the new
home of Jazz at Lincoln Center founded by younger brother Wynton).

“The idea of playing a ballad is basically sacrificing one’s personal
ambitions for the more unified goal of making the song as beautiful as

Musician Branford Marsalis performed in January at The Village
Vanguard in New York. “I learned a lot about American pop culture and

possible ... and it’s hard to get n board with that
in an era where a lot of jazz musicians are rewarded for their amazing-
ly technical virtuosic solos.”

Marsalis says the ballads album wouldn’t have been possible if the
quartet had not tackled John Coltrane’s legendary 1964 suite, “A Love
Supreme,” a deeply spiritual piece which jazz musicians have largely
avoided playing, although Wynton recently recorded it with his Lin-
coln Center Jazz Orchestra. Branford's quartet performed the full
suite on Marsalis Music’s debut CD, “Footsteps of Our Fathers,” but
gives a more definitive performance on their new DVD “Coltrane’s A
Love Supreme Live,” recorded in 2003 at Amsterdam’s Bimhuis Jazz
Club.

The DVD, filmed by Emmy-winning director Pierre Lamoureux,
captures all the nuances of the performance. It also contains a reveal-
ing 30-minute conversation between Marsalis and Coltrane’s widow,
Alice, and an audio-only disc of the 48-minute performance.

“I think a lot of musicians avoid playing ‘A Love Supreme’ because
it’s really hard to play and it basically can illuminate your weaknesses
in a hurry,” said Marsalis. “It forced us to deal with our own insecuri-
ties and how we wanted the group to sound. ... I have good stamina, but
playing that piece with that kind of intensity for 45 minutes was really
exhausting. ... The concentration that is required is just staggering.”

Marsalis explains his decision to leave Columbia/Sony after nearly

the business,” said Marsalis, describing the lessons
gained from his “Tonight Show” experience from 1992-95. Today, the
44-year-old Marsalis finds himself living his life and defining success
on his own terms.

20 years as the result of a difference of philosophy. He felt Sony’s
music division was emphasizing the entertainment value rather than
the music.

With his own label, Marsalis wants to give the musicians, including
such newcomers as Puerto Rican alto saxophonist Miguel Zenon and
the Tennessee-born country-jazz guitarist Doug Wamble, time to nur-
ture their bands and develop their audience, but he doesn't feel it's his
job to tell them what to record.

arry Connick Jr., who describes Marsalis as “one of the most gener-
ous people that 've ever known,” says he jumped at the chance to do a
straight-ahead nonvocals instrumental jazz record, “Other Hours,” for
the saxophonist’s label.

“Alot of the values that I have come from him, and if I had to sum up
Branford in one sentence it's: He does what he loves to do,” said Con-
nick. “T like watching his creative process and we actually share that.
He doesn’t like to prepare. I'm a big fan of true improvisation and not
really working out things too much and he’s also much like that.

“Branford has found his own voice on his instrument, and at this late
day in the development of jazz that's pretty amazing.”

Fashionable first lady

The models included Christie
Brinkley, Sheryl Crow, Venus
Williams and Paula Abdul, but all
eyes were on first lady Laura
Bush when she attended The
Heart Truth runway show at New
York Fashion Week.

Bush wore a deep-red velvet
jacket, per-
fect for the
occasion: a
charity fash-
ion show
called The
Red  Dress
Collection
that aimed to
raise aware-
ness  about
heart  dis-
ease in
women.
Twenty-six
designers, including Vera Wang,
Zac Posen and Narciso Rodrigu-
ez, donated their time and dress-
es — and celebrities wore them
on the catwalk.

Bush is the national ambassa-
dor for The Heart Truth Cam-
paign, sponsored by the National
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute,
part of the National Institutes of
Health.

Rocker charged in fight

Rock singer Pete Doherty, the
former frontman of The Liber-
tines, has been charged with rob-
bery and blackmail, police in Lon-
don said.

The 25-year-old musician was
arrested Wednesday after a re-
ported fracas at a London hotel.
He appeared at Highbury Corner
Magistrates’ Court Friday. His
lawyer, Sean Curran, said the
singer would spend the weekend
in jail because the $280,000 bail
couldn’t be raised immediately.

Another musician, Alan Wass,
23, was charged with the same of-
fenses and was granted bail.

Doherty’s spokesman, Tony
Linkin, said the singer was arrest-
ed over allegations he assaulted
filmmaker Max Carlish, who was
making a documentary about
Doherty’s new group, Babysham-
bles.

Doherty, who is widely reported
to be dating supermodel Kate
Moss, was kicked out of The Liber-
tines after failing to curb his public-
ly acknowledged drug problems.

Sharpton takes on KFC

The Rev. Al Sharpton has
joined PETA in calling for a ban
of fast-food chain KFC, in a new
TV and radio campaign.

Sharpton is urging the black
community to join the People for

the Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals’  boy-
cott of the
franchise,

the animal
protection

an-

wants to take
our money
and use it to
pay for slop-
py practices
that hurt ani-
mals, I say we send them a mes-
sage that this is not going to hap-
pen,” Sharpton says in the ad.

Stories and photos from The Associated

Sharpton
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Above: With a view of the Ross Ice Shelf out in front of them, officials make their way back to the vehicles
that carried them across the snow and ice surrounding Scott Base, Antarctica, in this Jan. 26, 1999, photo.
Right: The Larsen B ice shelf, a large floating ice mass on the eastern side of the Antarctic Peninsula that
has shattered and separated from the continent, is seen in this March 18, 2002, satellite image.

ENVISAT SATELLITE PHOTO/AP

Scientists puzzled by melting in Antarctica

Collapsing ice shelves could bring slow-motion, permanent disaster

BY CHARLES J. HANLEY
The Associated Press

PUNTA ARENAS, Chile — Sci-
entists looking southward from the
tip of South America, over
steel-gray waters toward icy Ant-
arctica, see only questions on the
horizon about the fate of the plan-
et.

Now that one mammoth Antarc-
tic ice shelf has collapsed into the
ocean, when might another, big-
ger one crumble and slip into a
warming sea? In 1,000 years? In
100 years? Sooner? Never? “People
don’t have the answer to the ques-
tion yet — what the probability is
of that collapse, if any,” said scien-
tist Gino Casassa. “But there’s
some indication of instability.”

Casassa and fellow Chilean re-
searchers had just flown back
from the icy continent to this ex-
pedition staging point, and
brought with them some potential-
ly unsettling news.

On a two-month roundtrip trek
by snow tractor to the South Pole,
they pointed their sophisticated
radar at the ground and found
that the West Antarctic Ice Sheet
may be thicker than thought,
many hundreds of feet thicker in
parts.

Glaciologists ~ like ~ Casassa
worry most about that western
ice sheet, half a continent of fro-
zen water believed enough, if
gradually melted, to raise ocean
levels worldwide by about 15 feet.

That would be a slow-motion ca-
tastrophe for global coastlines —
not instantly deadly like a tsuna-
mi, but more universal and per-
manent. And “the deeper the
West Antarctic Ice Sheet, the
greater the potential impact to

sea level,” Casassa pointed out,
though cautioning that their data
await full analysis.

Such pressing questions about
the white continent and global
warming — and the impact each
will have on the other — are con-
suming more and more scientific
resources these days, as hun-
dreds of researchers migrate
south in the southern summer to
probe, measure and observe in an
on-the-ice search for answers.

Advanced technology, like the
radar lent by the University of
Kansas, allows scientists to pene-
trate darker corners of polar sci-
ence. ICESat, a NASA satellite
launched two years ago, is giving
them an unprecedentedly precise
look at the state of the ice in both
the Arctic and Antarctic. The
same U.S. space agency, mean-
while, is boosting the power of its
supercomputers to speed through
millions of calculations to foresee
temperature, evaporation, precip-
itation and other changes far into
the future, using complex climate
models.

The challenges remain huge,
however, on the globe’s most for-
bidding landscape. And technolo-
gy sometimes fails. One of the
ice-surveying satellite’s laser
eyes went dead, for one thing, re-
ducing its useful data by more
than half. For another, the vast
continent has too few permanent
monitoring stations to give scien-
tists more than a sketchy grasp of
its climate behavior.

“Even now, we're not so sure
what's going on in all Antarctica.
There aren’t sufficient data,” said
Argentina’s Pedro Skvarca, a vet-
eran Antarctic glaciologist.

The hunt for data took on fresh

urgency after Antarctica’s “Lars-
en B,” an ice shelf bigger than
Luxembourg, collapsed into the
Southern Ocean over the space of
just 35 days in 2002.

The 1,300 square miles of ice
had fringed the Antarctic Penin-
sula, a rocky arm of land that
reaches north to within 750 miles
of this southernmost Chilean city.
In that peninsular region, aver-
age surface temperatures have
risen by 4.5 degrees Fahrenheit
over 50 years.

&k Even now, we're
not so sure
what’s going on
in all Antarctica.
There aren’t
sufficient data.9?

Pedro Skvarca
Antarctic glaciologist

Temperatures  globally rose
about 1 degree Fahrenheit in the
past century, most of that attribut-
ed by scientific consensus to the
accumulation in the atmosphere
of carbon dioxide and other warm-
ing “greenhouse gases,” mostly
from fossil fuel-burning. It hasn’t
been established whether the Ant-
arctic Peninsula warming stems
directly from global warming, or
from more localized conditions.

Because an ice “shelf” already
floats on the sea, displacing its
weight in water, Larsen B’s dis
tegration — and that of the small-
er, nearby Larsen A in 1995 —
didn’t raise ocean levels. But
‘what has happened since did.

Skvarca and American re-
searchers, collating aerial recon-
naissance with ICESat images, re-
ported last September that
land-based glaciers backed up be-
hind Larsen B have accelerated
their flow since its breakup —
moving ice into the sea up to eight
times faster than before.

Now scientists are warily
watching the Larsen C ice shelf,
farther south and 20 times large

Like the B sector before it col-
lapsed, “Larsen C also appears to
be thinning,” said Robert Tho-
mas, a researcher at NASA’s God-
dard Space Flight Center facility
in Maryland. “It's quite possible
that the thinning is the precursor
to the breakup.”

Scientists expect Larsen C to
disintegrate sometime in this cen-
tury, Skvarca said in a telephone
interview from Buenos Aires.

“We should bear in mind what
is happening to the Larsen ice
shelves, because if it also hap-
pens to a big shelf, we are going
to be in trouble,” he said.

“Big” refers to the floating gi-
ants — the Ross and Ronne ice
shelves. Each is around 200,000
square miles. They lie deeper
south in a more frigid zone, are
thicker in depth and hold back im-
mense streams of ice coming
from the heights of the West Ant-
arctic Ice Sheet, the 1,100~
mile-wide, 9,000-foot-high dome
that sits atop continental rock.

No one has spotted signs of in-
stability yet in the two giant
shelves. But scientists also worry
about what Thomas calls the
“back door” — a stretch of Antarc-
tic coast whose glaciers feed off
the western ice sheet directly into
the Amundsen Sea, or into small
ice shelves on that sea.

“There’s some indication of in-
stability in the Amundsen Sea,”
Casassa said.

Glaciologists are quick to point
out they've found no basis for fear-
ing an imminent, massive col-
lapse of ice into the southern seas.
The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, a U.N.-orga-
nized network of scientists, con-
cluded in a 2001 assessment that
the impact of global warming
“will be realized slowly” in Ant-
arctica.

Although  scientists assume
major change might take a millen-
nium, much remains unknown
about the links among ice, ocean
and skies.

It isn’t known, for example,
how excess amounts of cold,
fresh water from glaciers, pour-
ing into the salty sea, will affect
the ocean current that circles Ant-
arctica from west to east — a
main driver of all the world’s
ocean currents, and hence of
world climate.

In powerful computers, by sat-
ellite and on the Antarctic ice, the
stepped-up search for answers
will go on.

Like others, Skvarca sees a
need for a bigger, better coordi-
nated international effort. The Ar-
gentine scientist recalled the “pre-
monitory” work of the late Ohio
State University glaciologist John
Mercer, who forecast in the 1970s
that warming would cause the
Antarctic Peninsula ice shelves to
disintegrate, from north to south.

At the time, “nobody paid
much attention,” Skvarca said.

“Let's not wait 30 years more to
see whether Larsen C and others
disintegrate. There’s an urgent
need for research now.”
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project. Why are you waiting? The
stars are shining in your favor. Just
don't forget to make time for your
sweetheart. Love is in the air.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Whether you mean to fully renovate
'your home or just buy a new comfort-

| . erfor your bed, you wil
Holiday Mathis benefit by changing the

Horoscope

The moon enters Aquarius, join-
ing the planetary soiree going on in
the sign of societal unity. Rub el-
bows with all kinds. The
more open you are to

tion, the more
you leam, which is the point
now. Building the intellect
will in turn build society. You
don't have to be serious
about it, though. Much of
the leaming comes through
osmosis.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 7). Sweeping
changes are in store. Begin-
ning next month, self-promo-
tion nets you lucrative new
business, bringing interesting devel-
opments in May and August and
possibly leading you down an entire-
ly new and exciting career path
come October. Your social life heats
up after July, with December being
the most romantic month of the
year.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The light bulb of innovation clicks on
for you, brightening your outiook and
helping you see your path more
clearly. Don't be surprised if it leads
you to another country. Your wander-
lust is paging. Will you answer?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A
steamy interlude is in the works
when an intriguing someone sparks
your interest, causing you to take
bold action. A relative or business
person could make you a financial
offer you can't refuse. Think it over
first.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Feeling ready to take the next step
in a relationship or business partner-
ship? The mood is right to make
your intentions known. Unattached
Gems who've been holding back are
inspired to jump into the dating
game again.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Implement positive changes in your
daily routine to help you do your
work faster and live healthier. Small
improvements like a software up-
grade or drinking more water make
a big difference in your ability to

look and feel of your
environment. If you can
envision it, you can
achieve it.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Overcome
a communication im-
passe by trying a different
approach. If you're not
having any luck getting
your calls retumned, try
sending an e-mail or fax
— maybe even show up in person.
Or take the Zen approach, and drop
it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Don't give up if your New Year's
resolution is proving harder to keep
than anticipated. Forgive yourself for
backsliding, and simply vow to try
harder. Financial commitments are
particularly slippery.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). If something in your life that
used to bring you joy now feels like
excess baggage, set plans into
motion to change your situation
Creative brainstorming with a friend
helps you see exciting alteratives.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You may be harboring hidden
resentment of which even you are
completely unaware. If you're feeling
defensive, pay attention. This is a
valuable clue to help you unlock
your psyche and release toxic
stress.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Fight for your right to party! While
you're out there saving the worid
with your political or humanitarian
causes, you're no doubt having a
rockin’ good time. You may even
meet someone who alters the
course of your life.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
There's no time like the present to
make that big pitch or presentation
and launch your career into the next
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across Down 26 Opposite of

1 Beast of burden 1 Actress Jessica ‘alway”
4 Gelid 2 Devil's 27 Swayze's “Dirty
7 Took off purchase Dancing” co-star
11 Engage in idling 3 Agra attire g: Smlmjnr; in
13 Wish undone 4 Annoy z c;;v;m omuw g
1o Leos comment 5 Poolroom 31 React to ggvav?(y
15 “Ironside” star needs 35 Bxport
16 Heoparay” 6 Busybody 38 “Indubitably”

luggernaut 7 “Chairman of the 40 Rd

g Board” 42 Dieter's lunch

17 Horribly wrong

18 Jennifer Garner
series

20 Knock for a loop

22 Actress Peeples

24 Making inquiries

28 Nutty

32 Michaelmas daisy

33 Malaria symptom

34 Chart

36 “Got it”

37 Dustin Hoffman
biopic

39 Cereal container?

41 Bungles (up)

43 Eggs

44 Autocrat

46 Upper regions of
space

50 Fill to the max

53 Prune

55 Characterization

56 New Zealand bird

57 Gorilla

58 Chester — Arthur

59 Fe

60 Morning moisture

61 Conclusion

8 Depressed

9 Listening device

10 Parched

12 Karloff portayal

19 “Sprechen —
Deutsch?”

21 Mex. neighbor

23 Branch

25 “— Wonderful
Life"

Answer to Previous Puzzle

45 Double Dutch
prop

47 Pit

48 Verve

49 Tear

50 Tackle moguls

51 Melody

52 Only even
prime

54 Church seat
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27 CRYPTOQUIP

VQ V TNELW KIRRNKMVWE

TPNLMX-QPNAXNWNP

UPLDDNPA, V'G ULWM MXNO
vV w OVWM KIJWGVMVIW.
Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A BASEBALL
RELIEVER HAS FLU SYMPTOMS, ONE COULD
SAY HE THROWS AT A FEVER PITCH.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals C
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Confront cousin about doll theft JUNIELE

Dear Abby: Heartsick is the
only way I can describe how I feel
right now. Something very pre-
cious to me, an antique doll, has
disappeared from its storage
place in my bedroom and has
been replaced by a similar doll
that I have never seen
before. The only person
besides my husband who
knew of its existence was
my cousin “Lana.” Lana
and her husband have
been weekend houseg-
uests in our home for
several years. A few
weeks ago, we let them
use our bedroom and we
took the guest room.

The other day I went to
the chest where I kept the
doll, intending to have it
appraised, and found
something else in its place. I have
no solid proof that Lana took it,
but the circumstances and family
history all point in that direction.

You see, the doll was a family
heirloom given to me by my aunt
15 years ago.

As far as I'm concerned, the

Dear

relationship between my cousin

and me has been seriously affect-

ed. What should be my next step?
— Heartsick in N.C.

Dear Heartsick: Call Cousin
Lana and tell her what you have
told me. Perhaps she was upset
that the heirloom doll wasn’t
given to her, or as-
sumed that you
wouldn’t know the
difference if another
doll was substituted.
Ask her to please re-
turn the original.

If she is unwilling to
cooperate, you could
report the theft to the
police and fill out a
stolen property report.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: How do
you get someone’s name off junk
‘mail lists when that person has
died? My sister passed away last
May. I had all of her mail forward-
ed to my house. I specifically
contacted all the bill collectors
and her friends and gave them
my address, but her junk mail has
found its way to me. Many of the
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catalogs and charities used the
address correction service, think-
ing my sister had moved to my
address, and now they send their
stuff to me.

How can I make it stop? I don’t
want this stuff. The Direct Mail
Marketing organization says that
this request cannot be made by a
second party.

— Had Enough in
Citrus Heights

Dear Had Enough: With a
black marking pen, cross out the
bar code on the envelopes and
write “Deceased; Return to Send-
er.” Then put the items back in
your mailbox. Eventually the
senders will get the message and
the unwanted mail will stop.
Also, if you call the 800 numbers
for the catalogs and explain the
situation, most will cooperate
and remove your sister’s name
and your address from their lists.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,

05 Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Crayons not part of balanced diet

Dear Annie: 1ama
35-year-old woman with
four children, an ad-
vanced degree and no
serious health problems,
but I have compulsively
and secretly been eating
crayons for months.
don’t mean chewing on a
crayon here and there. I
mean eating an entire
64-count box, and doing
it several times a week. I
can't stop, and I don’t
know why I'm doing this.

Tam too embarrassed to tell
my doctor, because I know he’ll
think I am crazy. The box says
the crayons are non-toxic, but
T'm really eating a lot of them.
And this is a really dumb ques-
tion, but are they fattening? Why
am I doing this? Am I crazy?
Please help.

— Crayon Freak
Dear Crayon Freak: We have
no idea how many calories are in

a 64-count box of crayons, but
that's the least of your worries.
You may have pica, a disease
that involves eating non-food
substances (dirt is the most com-
mon). Pica is usually caused by a

Annie’s Mailbox

nutritional deficiency,
often iron or zinc, and
it can sometimes occur
during pregnancy.
There is apparently
something about the
contents or texture of
crayons that you crave.

While crayons are
considered non-toxic,
they are not intended
to be eaten, especially
in such large quanti-
ties. You are not crazy,
but you do need to see
your doctor and ask to be tested.
Don’t wait until you finish the
next box.

Dear Annie: 1 have been with
my boyfnend “James,” for three

st year, we moved in togeth-
er with the understanding that
we would become engaged short-
ly. (We're both nearly 30.) I was
fully expecting that ring. A few
months ago, I mentioned that I
thought it was time we made
definite plans. Somehow, James’
mother got wind of it and
freaked out. She called me, say-
ing marriage is no guarantee that

he won’t walk out on me some-
day. (James’ parents had a rath-
er nasty divorce when he was
young.) Last night, James told
me I might not be gemng aring
at all. I was shocked, hurt and
angry. He claims he still wants to
marry me — he just can’t say
when. I think it all comes down
to his mother. She told him it
would kill her if she heard news
about a marriage. I don’t know
what to do. I've asked him to go
for counseling, but he refuses.
Should I wait this out and hope
he comes around? — Lovesick

Dear Lovesick: James is tied
rather tightly to Mom’s apron
strings.

She undoubtedly “got wind of"
your marriage plans because he
told her. Decide right now if you
want to stay with someone whose
mother will always come first,
because that's the way it’s going
to be.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

lease e-mail your questions to
et, or write

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirlon

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

NATEC

I'm svarvmg

©2005 Trioune Media
All Rights Reserved.
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Answer.

ervicas, Inc.

I'll think of —
something

WHAT MOM FACED
WHEN SHE FORGOT
TO THAW DINNER.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.
)
000000
(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles ELITE APART INFECT SICKEN

Often running around a back yard —
A PICKET FENCE

Saturday's

Family Circus

©2005 Bi Keane, Ic.
Dist by King Features Sy

to: Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators Synd-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
£65 Angeles, CA 80045,

reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

“If you light that fire we’re gonna
have global warming.”

PWE WERE WONDERIN™... Do MOMS GET
OVERTIME PAY2™
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AFN TV & Radio

Monday

N:sports, 630 aum.-Pro football: Super
Bowt SO Cormarais

AFN-Sports, 9 am.—College basketball:
Army at Navy (did).

FN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—Golf: FBR Open,
finalround ().

AFN-Spor ~pro fogtbal; Super
Bow! SRR PSR e New Ergion

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—Pro football: Super
Bow! O Commaraale (I,

Tuesday
ports, 1 a.m.—College basketball:
conneckvcut at Syracuse.
N ic, 2a.m.—Bowling: PBA Atlanta

AFN-Sports and Radio, 3 a.m.— ~College bas-
ketball: Oklahoma at OKiahom

FN-Sports, 1 Kc le racing:
T wma Sunercmss b i) i

ports, 6 p. Pro basketball: New
YOFK al Utah (did).

Alltimes are Central European Time; did in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
Subject fo change. Visit www.myafnnet for
more information.

College basketba
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

L Minois 220) et ty. Next vs.ndi-
Sunday.
" North Carolina (18-2) id not play. Next:
at Florida State, Sun
(18-1) beat Nebraska 78-65.
Next: at Kansas State, Wednesday
4. Duke (17-2) beat No. 25 Georgia Tech
£2:95.Next: 5. No. 2North Carolna, Wedknes-

3" Boston Sollege (20) beat Seton el

6052 Nt ot ues

6. Kentucky i) Deat “Vanderbit 8470,

lext: vs. Florida, Tues;

7. Wake Foresl 35 3) beat Virginia Tech
hursday.

S Notre Dame 60-57.

ma (17-4) lost to Florida 85-54.
nnessee, Wednesday.
1. M\ch\gan State (150 bea lowa 75-64.

Next: vs. Ohio State, Wednesday.
13, Washington (19-3) beat UCLA 82-70.
Next: at Oregon, Thilrsday.
i (15-4) Deat stanford 90-72.
Next: a Southern California, Tharsday
14 Oklahoma (17-4) lost'to chas Tech
88-81. Next: at No. 10 Oklahoma St., Monday.
16, Pittsburoh (15-4) lost to west Virginia
8378 n O1 . John's, T
17 Gonzaga (-8 be
Next: at Pepperdine, Thurs
et (17:9) 05t o Charlotte 91:90.
Next: e M Thar ?/
19, Wisconsin Jick $),10st to Minnesota
60-50. Next: vs. lowa, esday.
30; Texas (15:9) 05t to lowa State 9280
O Next: af Colorado, Tuesda
1, Utah (153 beat San Diego State 61-4L.

 Monda

Ny Maryland (13-7) lost to Miami 75-73 OT.
Next: vs. Virginia Tech, Tuesday.

23, connectiout (14:5) beat St jonn's 6s-46.
Next 2t No.8 Syracuse, M
39 héat Pm\lldence 8981,

it Jo
55, Ceorgia Tech (15-1) 0% 10 No. 4 Duke
82-65. Next: at Clemson, Tuesday.

Saturday’s men’s scores
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Y- 81 New Hampshire 63
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r)‘anﬂ $;New Hampshire 72
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messee 82, 49 International 69
Virginia-Wise 53
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 Kentucky 73, Kentucky Wesleyan 66
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ford 66 Charleston Southern 56
andolph.Macon 72 Va. Wesieyan 68
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oanoke 55, Lyn

ofins 64, Nova. Soumeastem 63

. Carolina St. 76, Morgan St. 55

E Louisiana 54 Slephen FAustin 33
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mb 71

s
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e 41 100, Morehead st. 65
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on, Tenn 7o e Harderan 54
commonwccalm 84, Towson 61

rginia St, 74, St Paul's 56

. Kentucky 76, Arkansas St. 72
ake Forest 83, Virginia Tech 63

st Alabama 86, Lincoln Memorial 73

SFord 65 EisU @:D
Allegheny 85, penison 75

Bellevue 82, Coll. of the Ozarks 77
~Crookston 79

. Olaf 77
Mary 67,07
Gl e,
uena Vista il, Cont.lowa 65
alvin 97, Kalamazoo
armnal Smtch 102 Judson 57
leton ordia, Moor. 5

9
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olumbia, Mo. 80, Cent. Methodist 77
rake 76, Evansville 72, OT
rury 72, St Mary's, Texas 62

fan, Ind. 63
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5 0. St ary o Minn. 50
ester 49

annibal-LaGrange 50
1, Carthage 67
5. Utah 66

, S. Dal
77, Wilmington, Ohio 51
ask

anvon &7, Oberinds
ake Erie 97, Frosmur stet
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ake S o5t 75 Northw, Mich. 69, OT
eland 81, Wis. :
awrence 8. liois Coflege 72
ewis 69, SIU-Edwardsville 62

Luther 57
of Cicago 74, Wright .57
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afone o6, Wilserorce &
farietta 97, Heidelberg 9
larquette 81, So
Miami (Onlo) 77, Buffel

i 8 Niatagta Bapist 51
inn.Vorris 75 St senolasma 71
innesota 60, Wiscor
Ino: 51 5 Mayuiic S

uri B:

W Missolr st. 76, Empori
ebraska-Omaha 78, Augustanausu 61
orthern St., .. 57, Minn.

outhern poly S 52 Sculhgm Wesleyan 87

io Northern 85 Mount Union 79, 0T

et
vet Nazarene 12 linois Tech 43

of terbem e& Bamwm Walsce 75
Pitt issouri-Rolla 66

impson, 1o
o Rl 87 Mo cutharan-Ts
outh Dakota 79, Minn. Duluth 62
t. Ambrose 82, Franciscan 6
£ Cloud St 89 Minn-Hankato 76
t. Thomas, Minn. 92, St. John's, Minn. 72
toring 66 McPherson 67
abor 72, ethel, Kan. &
Tifin 73 Urb
nistaide
Valbarsish 81, Cortenary 75,67
alsh 81, Rio Gran:

Wasburn 83, Missort Southern 73
Westminster, Mo. 110, Greenville 86
heaton. . 73, Nort Central 69

a

Adrian a8

b:
Smver Rinode fond 63

Ark-Little Rock 66, New Orleans 49
Concordias Auslm 105, Howard Payne 101

Houston BZaDtvst St 81, Texas-ermian Basin 53
‘Texas-San Antonio
Mlss\sslppl College 71, Austin %

North Texas 79, New liexico St. 67
Ollhomes 1 oy
Sl Ross st 6, Mary Nardlr\ Baylor 71

71, East Carolina 59
Tanemn St 56, Cameron s1

TOES AGM Qo 85 Tevas AGM-Kings, 73
Toxas AGM-C.C. 72, Toxas-Pap American 70
Texas Lutheran 62, McMurry 5

Texas St. 75, Texas-Ariington 72

Texas Tech 88, Oklahoma 81
Texas:Tyler 79, E. Texas Baptist 74

Tulsa 7o, Boise St. 63

FAR WEST

Avizona oo, stanford 72

e Norinridge 76 uc Irvine 60
rnia 84, Arizona

na-
Beargreen St 88, W.apuet b
Fresno St. 71, S!
Gonzaga 92, Santa Clar
reat Falls 83, Vlontana Toch 81
ar

oyola Marymoun( so San Francisco 49
ontana 8, Ida

rdine 88
,Cent. Washington 65
fary’s, Cal. 73, Portand
¢ Niversido 5o, U Do
20 61, San Diggo St.41
ah St 80, UC Santa Barbara 50
Oregon 72, Humbol
ashmgtun & uou
jashington St hern C:
estminster, Utah so Rocky Rhocntain 6o
ing 67, Air Forc
EXHITION
Wayne St. 88, SW Minnesota St. 74

AP Women’s Top 25 fared

3. Duke (21-2) did not play. Next: vs. No. 24
Florida State, Sunday.

4. Stanford (21-2) beat Arizona State 67-53.
Next: at California, Friday.

S Tennessee (17-3) did not play. Next:
Mississippl, Sunday.

e (203 beat pittsburgh 75-47.

Next: at brovidence, wedn

7. Rutgers (15-5) did not play. Next: vs. Syr-
acise, Sunday.

s

8, Baylor (17.3) beat No, 12 Texas Tech
at Oklahoma, Wednesday.

2 North Garona (1853 cld notplay: Next:

at o

ia,

nday.
Michigan State 19:3) did not play.

10.
Next: vs. iay.

T Connechicu U85 beat_providence
71-24, Next: No. 16 Boston Coll,, Wednesday.

Wex
12, Texas Tech (I6-4) lost 6 No. 8 Baylor
52-49, vs. lowa State, Tue:
13: Texas (13-) lost to No. 18 lowa State
73-69. Next: vs. Nebraska, Wednesday
14. Minnesota
Michigan, Sunday,
15 Kangas St (17.4) beat OKlahoma State
66-55. Next: at Oklahoma, Sunday, Feb. 13.
16, Boston Callege (15.5) 05t 2 St. Johi's
6352 Next o No. 11 Connecticut, Wednes-

%% bepau 83 pest Loulsvl
Next: ot Cincinnat) Mon

I Georgia (176 did 0F play. Next: vs.
Kentucky, Sun

15, Towa State’ (18:2) beat No. 13 Texas
73-69. Next: at No. 12 Texas Tech, Tuesday.
20, Maryland (15-5) did not play. Next: at
clemson, Sun

21 Vanderbilt (16-5) did not play. Next: vs.
Auburn, Thursday.

22 Temple (17 %) did not play. Next: at Du-
auesne, Sunday.

73 Penn State (13- did not play. Next: at
Purdue, Sunday.

L Forida State (19-4) did ot play. Next:

No. 3 Duke, Sunday.

S North Carolna Siate (16:5) didnotplay.
Next: at Georgia Tech, Thursday.

Q17:4) 1 not piay. Next: at

le 70-60.

Saturday’s women’s scores
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herst 58, Middlebury 54

nna Maria 67, Newbury 52

aruch 66, John Jay 38

ates 76, Tufts 66

entley 63, Pace 53
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Maine 63, Sitghamion 53

A

i
anhattanvine 75 Centenary.NJ 64
tansfield 71, Cheyr

farist 71, ram.

tarymount, Va.

fass. Loweusl Nisamstion 35
icDaniel 85, Haverford 52

er 51

St Miary', M. 86, Wagner 43

- Tech ol, Sclcnces, Pa.44

YCCT 63, Brooklyn 48
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ow T and Col 70, Surry 48
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w Haven 74,

NY.61
54
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otre Damé 75, Pittsburgh 47

neonta 69, New Pal

Swego St ‘61, Brockport

2L Beend o pann s( -Altoona 45

68, Long island u.51
eton Hall 53, illanova 5
i ar

a 66, Ni
ringfield 71 Coast Guard 5
s, NV 80, Faiieln Slekinson 73

Yale 68, Cornell 49

SEE ON PAGE 25
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Jabama A&M 66, S50 3
Vabama st 76, Ark-Pine alu« 52
n, .

M
Bethune-Cookman 75, Hamp!

i

ast Camhna 53, Soukh Florida 59
Mennonite 52

orou 74 o

oria AGM T Norolk st. 56

loride Atantidss, Jacks?nvl\le 7

y o do

omsmna Tech 108, Neva

culslana Lavayette 73, Nor(h Texas 66
Monroe 59, N\cho\ st.3

Dhl\e ES‘ William Carey 79
- Kentucky B3, Kentucky Wesle
C.-Asheville 72, Coastal Carolina 43
North Greenville 80, Warren Wilson 25
Northwestern St. 85, t. 80, OT
Southeastern 5¢ 0
ville 101, Knoxvills
Presbyterian 90, Mars Hill 86, OT
iford 60, Wi op
andolph-Macon 90, Vz sleyan
indolph-Macon Women's 69, Wash. & Lee 59
oanoke 59, Lyr
Carolina $t. 74, Morgan st. 59
E Louisiana 73, StEDhEn F Auslm 72
E Missouri 60, Murray 0

ou
miord 30, St Peay 62

aw 59, Elizabeth City st. 2
henandoah 2 NG, Weslyan 64

uthorn Wesleyan 76
hem U, 77, Grambiing St. 45

—Greensbom 7, Georgia Southern 63
aldosta St. 59, ntsville

rginia St. 59, 5t. Paul's 4

irginia-Wise 72, Mill

Kentucky 88 Fla, \memanona\ 67
esm sbama 6, Memorial 54

gae T Tustulim

EST
Viegheny 72 Eariham 54
Ima 71, Olivi

shiand 79,

u ustana.s. n 73 Nebraska -Omaha 63

et 75, Marauette
oll. of the Ozarks 90, St. Mary. Neb. 73
oncordia, Moor, 6 Carleton's2
oncordia st &, Winon na 5t 64
v, Texas 50
ichigan 60, Cent. Michigan 48
geoog L6 et . 6
St. 78, NW Missouri st. 71

Grand Valley St. 63, Michigan Tech 44
Hanover T, “Manchester
H‘leda\e s Fndlay 'y

63
esiyn 6, pitaied
o 3t 75 Tox s69

ansas 60, Missour

ansas St. 66, Ok\ahoma 5t.55

ent St. 57, Akrol

oo 5
St. 82, Northwood, Mich. 78
akeland 61, Wis. Luitheran 57

81, SIU-Edwardsville 71
oras 61, Lither 45
cago 68, Youngstown st. 61
urray 84, Prmmslﬁa

o sn,

romins Bapt &2 i, Engineering 51
aretta o8 Nevde\herg a2
arshal 7 Miami (o) 63
T lack
avvile St 78, Min
mchmsnan m cent, Bible 46
Millkin 50, Eim}

i

feslyn 76, Wooster 64
vet Nezarenc 84 Purdue-Calymet 72
ttawa, Kan. 54, St

ark 87, Philander Smith 28
tisburg St 8 Missouri-Rolla 49
de 83, Wals|

o Gran:
ipon 62, Monmouth
ocklord 76, oncorc, . 62

ta Tech 19, lamestown 74
Ind.-Pur.

-Dakot
-Indpls.

ethel, Minn. 56
- Vincent 84, Notre Do Coll. 82

,xawersa ind.-South Bend 61
abor 56, Bethel, Kan. 51
ransylyania 63/ Blutiton s0
rbana 75, Ti

aley City St 64, Dickinson st. 50
Valparaiso 59, Centenary 3
illinois 56, Oakland, Mich. 52

Wikenberg 8. Fizam 50
SOl

ngelo St. 77, E. New Mexico 60

ioward Payne 78, Concordia-

ary Herdind Bay\orm ,Sul Ross St. 50
Ty 68, Texas

:sswsswﬁgw Coflae 6 Austin 48

outh A\abama 7, ArLttle Rock 58, OT
CU 74, Mem)

Cras AN 75, Colorado 62

exas ABM-COmm, 70, Texes ARM-Kings. €7
‘exas A&M.-Cory sti 55, Longwood 43
exas St. 67 Texas- Ar\mgton 59

‘exas-San Antonio 69, Lam

exas Tyler 84 E- Texas B ap

A&M'SD, Abllene. Chnsﬂan 55

i Force €, Wyoring 66 07
YU 74, UNLY 48
oise St 87, Tulsa 83, OF
S Northridge 68, UC Irvine 58
aliforr ona
arroll, Mont. 100, Lewis- Clarkst7s

ent. ¥ wasm igton 67, W. Or

on

32
g

ong

oyola Marymoum =, San Francisco 55

jontana 75, Idah

West. 7o Monlana StNorthern 51
ad

Pepperdine 65, San b
ks Mountain 13 Tiesiminster, Utah 64

acramento St 59, Ponl ind St. 53

an Jose St. 56, Haw:

uthern Cal 73, Wasmnglon 68

. Mary’s, Cal. 72, Portlar

Riverside 64, UC Davis 57
anta Barbara & Ut St 59
ah 65, San Diego St

EXHIBITION
Slovak Republic 68, Dubuque 54

College hockey

Saturday’s scores

Alabama:Huntsville 4 4 Nlagara 2
\ssumption 5, Stonehi
abson 4, Tufis 2
anisius 3, American International 1
larkson 3,

sacred Heart1
oresd St rockpo

artmouth 3 Brow
ira 8, Neumar

ftchburg SL 1S Suﬂo\k Ltie

enese

oion . 1

Merr
Comacia Col 4
“Dartmouth 4, Franklin Pcrce 1
“Lowell 3, Provident
ew England Coll.5, sa\em &9
iampshire 2, Maine 1

Funch 4 o
Plattsburoh 5, Buffalo s
ommouthtL b, Jormson &Wales, R12
otsdam 6, Fredonia St.

Rnchester Tech, Lebanon Valley 4

skidmore 2, Wesleyan, Conn. 2, t

S Viaine s, St an sc\mz ot

3 e 11 Worcester st.2

Trinity, Conn. 12,casﬂ n St. 0
Salve Regina 4, 0T

2

Yale 5 St. Lawrence 2
Mnslarabanks 2N, Mmmgzm
gemid e (Mich.) 2

i oreen - Ferie St
Colorado G ollegé 2 Minn-Mankato 2. tie

Denver 4, North Dak
Fivandia o Lawrencas”

Lk Forest 3, Wi River Flls 2

ichigan 1, Mic N
Michigan Tech 3, M. bt 2
liwakee Engincering 7, Northland 1
innesota 5, Wisconsin

ke Cuperor St z o
laf 7, Gustavus Adolphus
lary's, MWIH,O, COHL‘D d 3
Scholasu wu Claire 5, tie
Thomas, an 4 Augshumz
 Michigan 3, Miami (Ohio) 2
“Stevens B 7 W Superior s

Robert Morrs 2. A Force |
St. Cloud St. 6, Alas'k"a Anchorage 3

Avmy 6, Royal MiTkaly 1

Heineken Classic

AtRoyal Melhoume Golf club

-71-270

imon Dyson, England 1

jarrod Lyle, Australia -66-66-71—271

rmie Els, South Africa 72

immelman, South Africa 273

213

274

-68-70-71-274

275

7167276

-67-71-68—276

276

ay -72-71-276

ett Rumford, Ausualia 216

teve Webster, England 7
avid Smail, New Zealand

tuart Appleby, Australia 218

rk Foster, England 218

avid McKenzie, Australia 71-70-70-68—279

Mcken
fartin Doyle, Australia
Ghert Karlsson, Sweden

‘Tom Pernice, Jr. 7268+
Patrick Sheehan 72:66-

unter Mahan
jonathan Byrd

1-71-70-212
73-69-70-212

aniel Chopra 171
ach Johnson 4-63-
5-65-

ey Sindelar
obert Allenby

1-71-215
1-70-215
rent Gelberger
Billy Mayf
aron Bacdeley
rian Bateman
i

172-216
2712216

9-75-218
2.74-218
0-74-218
jay Williamson

redrik Jacobson

T
AEEE ALt d

279
219
il Tennis
2
71702
60-70-71—280 Toray Pan Pac ic Open
69-69-71-280
3 -68-71-72-280
jamie Donaids Ausmhﬁ Se T2 Ammpnmannymnaﬂum
Paul Shechan, Austraia 251 P okyo
oren Kjeldsen, Denmar
Peter O'Malley, Australia 81 S C"I“" indoor
Gary Simpson, Australia 281 e onshi
Garry Houston, Wales 282 (Zg
Rt fowler, Austral o T e e Davenpor 5 Uied Sate 1o e e B
eyt hip
22 Janette Husarova, Slovakia, and fena
22 Lihovtseva (3, Russia, dof. Lindsay Daver
38 port and Coring Morariu, Urited States, ()
70-72.70-283
71.70.71-283 5
g Volvo Women’s Open
20 Atust| nzs‘:wt Pattaya
el el Thailand
rea: S50 (ier 1
Siace; Hard-Outdoor
Singles
: jonship

Champl
Conchita Martinez _(3), _Spain,
‘Anna-Lena Groenefeld (7), Gérmany,

Championship

Marion Battoli, France, and AmnarLena
Groenefeld (2), Germany, def. Marta Dor
hoviska, Poland, and Siia b croata,

World Alpine Championships
At Santa Caterina Valfurva, taly
Sunday

286

-286

717173286

-71-78—286

3 287

teven Conran, Austr \la -287

267

eter Senior, Aus(raha -288

lartin Maritz, Sculh Airlca )-71-72-75—288

IHIMD Archer Engl 288

-73-77—288

Steven Bowditeh, Ausirala 12667177288

Dean Alaban, At u 288

ark 89

Philip Lir a\ -290

Costanting Rocc .ty 290

Philip Golding, En '1-70-75-74—290

Scott Drt ummond, Scoﬂand -290

290

90

Chris Downes, Austral\a '1-71-78-71-291
FBR Open

joey Snyder Il
ameron Beckman
ranklin Langham
Duffy Waldorf 70+

2,906+
1 Janica KostelleSreati, 1 minute, 3950

se

Flena Fanchini,taly,

er 1:40.1

: Remate Soriocht Alstria 029,

. Lindsey Kildow, Umled states, L:4052.
uemod Fra 0.86.

ndel ‘Siieden,
. Pacrson, Sweden, T
Hilde Gerg, Germany. 1:41.32.
tyger, Switzerland,
o Roide Kusmer ttaly, 14158, -

des,
: Siane Barinod. s \tZer\and 14.
4 Daniela Ceccarel laly, 1

Fracnst Rrdenban, Smtserand,

50,
) Janette Hargin, Sweden, 1:42.50.
arole Montillet-Carles, France 142, 70
lexandra Meissnitzer,

celly Vanderbeek, amda,
3 Rabic, Slovenia,

4 Chitvine Melsingset, Non Norway 1:4475.

FE

Michaela _Dorfmeister,
Wirth,  Austria Caroline Laiive,
States.

R

Did Not Start
Kirsten Clark, United States.

peedskatin

World Allround championships
Sunday
At Moscow
Men

1,500
., United States, 1 minute,

i Day

1660 aetunee

2-Chad Hedrick, United States, 1:47.50.
outiette, United Stal

nite
4 Derek Parra, United Siotes, it
Udsnange,  Netbariands,

6. 5ven Kramer, Netherlands, 1 028.

en, .

10.Bob de Jong, Netherlands, 1:5022.

11. Arne Dankers, Canada, 1:50.47.

12. Stefan Heythausen, Germany, 1:50.83.

13 Takatirg Ushiyama Japan, 150 99
Grodum, Norway

el zygmur €Im, Cana-
o BRI BRI Rerwags oo Fabr: Ko

1. 0ysten Grodum, Norway, 13:06.79.
2. Carl Verheijen, Nethe‘r\zgdi 13174
jands, 1

drick, Un

s; Jo chem Uytdenaage,  Netheriands,

- B0b de Jong, Netherlands, 132815,
Veldkamp, Beigium, 1333

. e boteste Cnted States, 133831,

o, van skobrev, Russia, 13:42.60.

Derek parra. United States, 14 0037,

andings

in
- Davis, 150777 points.
Hedrick, 150,916,
Krame 1sz.m
 vert

Leage, 132703,
e, e
de Jong, 153,

1 Veldkamp, Thsa10.
2 Latenkov, 156353,
Women

1,500

. Anni Friesinger, Germany, 1:57.35.

. reen Wust, Netheriands, 156,17

. Cindy Klassen, Canada, 1:56.23,

Banibla Anschuts, Germany, 15831,
Claudia Pechstei X

Krlshr\a Groves, Canaci, 130,04,

ate  Groenewold, Netherlands,

Olga Tarasova, Russia, 15969.
: Mk Tabato,

Kicinsman, - Netherlands,

1. Nami Nemoto, Japan, 2:(
clrin Kalex, Germary b,
3. Eriko Ishino, Jz anan
3 Clara Hughes, C:
Katarzyna Wulcmka Paland Z :01.75.

aicoul. Norway, 2
or N Theraaas 310305,

- Maren Haugli, Norway, 2:04.83.
, Anni Friesinger, Germany,

musss

e Vst Nether ance,
Renate ' Groenewold,

Notherlands,

ndy Klassen, Canada,
. Moniek Kleinsman, Nemerlands 7:1501.
0. Nami Nemoto, Japan,
1. Wieteke Cramer, Neiher\ands, 72172,
2 Maki Tabato, apan. 1

over;

Cndings

il

: Friesinger, 161857 points.
en, Y

. Tabat
1. Cramer, 167.051.
2. Hughes, 167.143.

Salurday’s transactlons

National laskelball Assoctation
1 CHICAGO BUL ctivated C Jared Reiner

mren st Placed F-C Antor
Davlsonme e inure

esley Per-
sonflom the mhroct ISt Fiaced  Oyniel
Woods on the inured 15t

National Football League

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Promoted quarter-
backs coach Mike Sheppard to offensive co-
ordinator. urk Schonert quarter-
backs coach.

COLLEGE
OHIO NORTHERN—Promoted _assistant
men's basketball coach Jeff Coleman to
coach, effective at the end of the season.
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James, ligauskas keep CGavaliers on pace

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Before leav-
ing the court, LeBron James
grabbed a microphone and polite-
ly asked the sellout crowd in
Gund Arena to wish his mother a
happy birthday.

A few moments earlier, he
helped blow out the Orlando Mag-
ic’s candles.

James  ha
30 points and
nine  assists
and Zydrunas
Tlgauskas
made two big
baskets in the
final 1:43 as the Cleveland Cava-
liers began an important stretch
at home with a 101-92 over Orlan-
do on Saturday night.

Taking over when his team
needed him, James had 18 points,
six assists and four rebounds in
the second half to help the Cava-
liers avenge a three-point loss
Tuesday night in Orlando.

Cleveland (27-19), which will
play its next four games at Gund
Arena, improved to 17-4 at home.

“This was huge,” James said.
“We’re on a pace to win S0-some
games, our goal is to get to 30 be-
fore the All-Star break.”

James made 12 of 13 free
throws, missing his only attempt
with 23 seconds left and the game
already decided. He came in just
19-for-29 in his previous three
games from the lin

After trailing by 11 points in
the fourth, Orlando closed to
92-89 on rookie Dwight Howard’s

NBA
roundup

free throw with 2:06 left. But I1-
gauskas, playing with five fouls,
tipped in his own miss, and after
Sasha Pavlovic stole the ball from
Grant Hill, ligauskas dropped a
6-foot fadeaway to make it 96-89
with 1:06 remaining.

“Tgauskas is tough,” said Orlan-
do’s Tony Battie, who played with
Cleveland last season. “It’s only a
matter of time that he gets his,
and he came up big at the end.”

Wizards 112, Bucks 94: At
Washington, a night after watch-
ing his team blow a big lead after
he was ejected, Gilbert Arenas
had 31 points, nine assists and six
rebounds to help Washington
snap a four-game losing streak.

On Friday night in Toronto, the
Wizards blew a 22-point lead in a
103-100 loss. They had a 15-point
lead late in the third quarter
when Arenas was ejected.

Etan Thomas scored 16 of his
career-high 23 points in the sec-
ond half for the Wizards.

Pacers 84, Hawks 79:Jer-
maine O’'Neal Scored 38 points to
lead visiting Indiana to its second
straight victory after a six-game
losing streak.

O'Neal capped his night with
two clinching free throws with 3.3
seconds remaining.

Suns 114, Knicks 106: At
Phoenix, Amare Stoudemire had
32 points and 15 rebounds, and
Steve Nash added 26 points and
14 assists for the Suns.

The victory was the seventh in
eight games for the Suns (38-11)
and strengthened their lead in the

NBA’s Pacific Division. It also
gave them their first season sweep
over the Knicks since 1994-95.

Nuggets 107, Warriors 91:
Kenyon Martin had 24 points and
nine rebounds, and host Denver
limited high-scoring Jason Rich-
ardson to 13 points.

Carmelo Anthony added 18
points to help the Nuggets im-
prove to 4-1 under new coach
George Karl. Richardson, who
had 42 points on 17-for-30 shoot-
inginaJan. 17 game against Den-
ver, was S-for-15 from the field.

Jazz 108, Hornets 92: At Salt
Lake City, Carlos Boozer scored
18 points, and Andrei Kirilenko
and Matt Harpring each had 17 to
help Utah snap a three-game los-
ing streak.

Raja Bell added 16 points for
Utah, which shot 53 percent from
the field and led by as many as 28
points after blowing the game
open in the third quarter.

ostjan Nachbar led the Hor-
nets with a career-high 21 points.

Heat 108, Bulls 97: At Miami,
Shaquille O’Neal had 26 points
and 10 rebounds, and Dwyane
Wade scored 25 points to lead
Miami to its fifth victory in six
games.

Trail Blazers 114, Kings 108:
Damon Stoudamire hit a long
jumper and a driving layup in the
2 final minutes to help host Port-
land hold off Sacramento.

Stoudamire finished with 30
points and eight assists, and Zach
Randolph added 28 points and 12

Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James shoots over Orlando Magic's Steve

Francis (3) on Saturday. James scored a team-high 30 py

rebounds for the Trail Blazers.
SuperSonics 113, Bobcats
99: At Seattle, Ray Allen scored
25 points after missing two games
because of the flu, leading Seattle

past expansion Charlotte.

Al 0 only returned to
practice Friday, played 31 min-
utes in the first three quart
and made 9 of 14 shots, including
two three-pointers.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Adanti
B
Boston -
Philadelphia %
New Jersey 3
oronto 3
New York 2 5
" southeast Division
Miami 314 714 —
Washington 2719 581 s
orl 9
Charlotte 2%
Atianta 20
Detroit
Cleveland %
g0 %
indiana i

24 478
Milwaukee i7 28 38 1

Western Conference
Southwest Division

B
san Antonio B/ 10 792 -
Dallas 15 667 6%
Houston 27 21 563 11

2721 53 11

temphis Kk
New Orleans 170 294
Northwest Di

2K
B3B!

Seattle m -
Minnesota

Denver 2
Portland 2%
utah 17
Phoenix

sacramento 5
. 0 545 11
LA Clippers 24 48 14
Golden'State 34 217 24

y's games
New Jersey 155 Bebtok
Indiana 84, Atlanta 79

gton 112, Milwaukee 94

Portiand 114, Sacramento 108
/s games.

Dallas at Tor

Boston at Minn

" Clippers at vmaaeluma

Mondays games
Indiana at Washington

W York at,
s games.

San Antonio at Charfotte

Toronto at Cleveland

Golden State at Orlando

Minnesota at Memphis
goston at Milwaukee

t Dala
Utah at Dent

New Orleans at seattle
Phoenix at Sacramento

Saturday
Nets 107, Pistons 85
EIRDII - Prmce 6-13 4-4 17, R.Wallace
e 4-8 57 13, Hamilton
339, McDye:

ic 0-1600. To-

Carter 14-27 11-13 41, Col-
nnsAslzs,Krsnczzoomvaughnssz—z

2212 Smith 7 00 14, Thomas
274008 Campbal 0] 036, Mercer 13003,
Best 03 000, Planinic 322 6 H Harvey 11

0-02. Totals 43-79 18-23 1
Detroit zz Bun-8
New Jersey 25 28-107
wee-paint Goals— Detro 37 (Hamiion
11, Prince 1-1, RWallace 0-1, Billups 0-4),
Newieray 37 Earter 2% Thomas 13, Kidd
0:2) Fouled Out=No ds—Detroit
7), New Jersey 47
S Bl N Bl Ar
1), Total
w Jersey 21, Tochni
sey Defensive Three
sesond, New Jersey coach Prank. A~ 17465,

Pacers 84, Hawks 79

. ackeon LT 446, 0'Neal 15:23

9/9,0:0 0, Colier 1-1 12 3. Totals

9222025

ianta 18 23 20 18-79
e Boint Goals—indiana 415 (- Jomss
23, Gl 24, Johnson 0-1, Jones -1, Crosh-
Jatkson 02) Alanta £11 (Walker

1, Drobnjak 0

na 17,
A—16373.

lanta _27. Technicals—Willis.
(19,445).

Wizards 112, Bucks 94

5 MILWAUKEE — Mason 4956 13, Joe Smith

James 10-15 1-1 22, Kukoc 37 3-49, Van Horn

227, strickland 13 0:0 2 Hamilon 1.2
s Santiago 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 34-70 23-27

WASHINGTON _ Jamisan 28349, Jfiries
3:61-1 7, Haywood 57 3-3 13, H 123
15, Arenas 10-17 811 31, Thomas

Dixon 3-10 2-2 8, Ruffin 00 0-00, Blakel 5%
2,profit 29 004 Totals 4288 2432 112

ut—None. unds-Milwaukee
3 (Gadzric, Kuko 8, Washington 46 (Tho-
mas 8. Assists-Milwagkee 11 (Kukoc 6)

A 20 173 (20 674).
Heat 108, Bulls 97

ICAGO — Deng 7-12 4-4 18, Harrington
13 1.1 15, Duhon

L4002 Doleac &
2055 Totals 3070 940 0,
EFEY

r:zg x4
Yhree-point Goals— Chlcago 2 17 (Gcrdon
34, waka 12, Hinri

ia

uhon 0-4), Soness b
24, Butler o: ngm T,
ouled O inds—Chicago 60
Oeng ) Vi (o1 Nea\ m Assists—chl-

5, 13 (Hinrich 4. Miami 34 (O'Neal ©).

0 FaulerCiltach 37 i se. Toehny
cals--Chicago Difenaiva Three Second, Har-
ngton. A—30.061. (15,600)

Cavaliers 101, Magic 92

ORLANDO — Hill 7-12 3:6 17, Howard 6-11
2.5 14, Battie 7-11 0-0 14, Franis 5-12 5-5 15,
Shyistie 17012, cato2:32:26, Turioly 47
Nelson 3.7 0-06, Garrity 3-4 0-06, Aug

mon u 1020 Totals 5775 W92,

N James o34 12133, Gooden
25 16, Noauskas 14, Mcinnis
SLET baviovich- S0 Travior 5803
6 Harris 0:32-22, Snow 2-5 0-0 5, iop 0-0 0-0
0 Totals 35-62 2631 101,

Qriando

Br2-2

Fhvee-point Goals— onanno 411 (Garrity
22, Turkoglu 2-3, Francis 0-1, Nelso

Chistie, 0.9, Cleveland 314 (Pav\owc 1
Snow 1-3, Mclnnis 1-4, Harris 0-2, James 0-3),
Fouled Gut—None. Rebounds—0rlando 46
(Battie 10), Cleveland 51 (Traylor 11). As-
Sists—orlando 27 (Francis 9, Cleveland 23

(James 9). Total Fouls—Orlando 24, Cleve-
land 22, Technicals—Orlando  Défensive
Three Secand, Francis, igaisias. A—20362.

lazz 108 Hornets 92

-0 4, Rogers

D0 14 Nachbar &8 5. 31, Harrigton
25005, Vroman n 14345, Lampe 2.5 00 4
Tofals 30

Kirilenko 56 7- 9 17, Bogzer 10
o

17,
Eisley 3.7 2-2
85365, Totals sb.6a 5341 108,

New ofleans 2

23 30 2510
Thtte-paint _Goals—New rleans. 1223

13 Kok
ione. Rebounds—New Or-
leans 38 (Andersen, Dickau 5), Utah 46 (Kir-
llenko, Hargring 7). Assists-—New Orleans 18
(Dickau “4), Utah 24 (Lopez_7).

RSt New’ orisans 32, iah 23 etk
cals—New Orleans Defensive Three Second,
New  Orleans "coach  Scott. A~=19575.

Suns 114, Knicks 106

NEW YORK — Ariza 4-12 2:3 10, K.Thomas
1422 4 Nohammed 5-10 0:0 16, Marbury
13-21 56 33, Crawfore

48008,
511 00 1
0-00. To

weetney
TThomas ps 14 ST Rardaway
0-134 3, Brewer 0-2

s 9 14-17 10
OB~ Ric
10-172:323, stoudemwe T2 51558 Radh
918 7-9'26, Johnson 3-12 0-0 6, Jackson 5-7

2213, Pnter 0-0.0.00, Barbosa 4-6 005, To-
tals 13:89.23:27 14

726 28 25-106
]

thcc "Point Soals New Vorksts Gran
ford 3-8, Hardaway 2-2, Marbury 2-4, T.Tho-
s 1.2} PRognix a0 (Rchardeon 25, Jack:
s . Mari ., Stoudemire
hnsi Out-

mmed, T.Thomas.
A-18422. (18.422)

Nnggets 107, Warriors 91

ATE — Najera 1-8 2-2 4, Dun
\eavyd T hFoe 5006 Claxton 7. n

ichardson s 15 3:6 13, ety
Davis 38006 Fiher 1622 4 Cabarkapa
EE2052 ey 030/ 0 Hores 54608
Totals 3386 2024 91.

DENVER — Martin 9-15 66 24, Anthony 6-14
5618, Camby 2:8 24 6, Bucidier 46 0:0 10
Miler 45 -0 8 Boyking 1:¢ 22 4, Nen
BT Bhnson S80S & White 3.6 33 10,
Eison 13 0.0 3 Fatawil 05 6.0, Totas
3871 2a28 107

Golden State’

Three-point
(Flores 2.3 Pltrus

on
03), Denver 735 i
Elso)

2.
3 18
Goals—Golden" State 519
12, Cabarkapa 1.2, Clax-
n 0.3 Dunleayy 0.3 Fisher

Y; dene, Martin si n
state 19 (Richardson, Claxton 5), Denver 28
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Carter has best game as Net
to help snap Pistons’ streak

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
The New Jersey Nets looked at
their matinee against Detroit as a
measuring stick game, and Vince
Carter made sure they stood tall
against the defending NBA cham-
pions.

Carter had his best game since
joining the Nets, scoring 41 points
and leading a second-half surge
in a 107-85 victory Saturday that
snapped the Pistons’ five-game
winning streak.

Carter, who finished 10 points
shy of his career high, scored 20
of his points during a 299 run
bridging the third and fourth
quarters that turned a 63-61 edge
into a 92-70 lead.

“This was the bar that we had
to see how good we are against.
We wanted to see where we are
as ateam, and that was a great ef-
fort,” Carter said.

Carter’s points were a season
high, surpassing the 33 he scored
Jan. 19 in a victory over Milwau-
kee that came 33 days after the
Nets acquired him from Toronto.

New Jersey, 13-13 since the
Carter trade, was coming off a lop-
sided loss at Boston that snapped
their four-game winning streak.

“Was that Boston game an aber-
ration? We wanted to redeem our-
selves for that, and we wanted to
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do it against a high-level team
like  Detroit,”  Nets coach
Lawrence Frank said. “You al-
ways judge yourself against the
best, and they have what we
want.”

Jason Kidd added 12 points and
14 assists, surpassing Kenny
Anderson as the franchise leader
in career assists with 2,364. Kidd
also surpassed Bob Cousy (6,955)
for 12th place on the NBA’s
all-time assists list.

Kidd passed Anderson with his
final assist on a 19-foot jumper by
Jason Collins that gave New Jer-
sey a99-73 lead with 5:02 remain-
ing. He left to a standing ovation
moments later.

“In 3Y: years he shattered the
organizational record. How long
have the Nets been around? Twen-
ty-something years? That’s pretty
good,” Frank said.

Jabari Smith shot 7-for-7 and
added 14 points for New Jersey,
while Jacque Vaughn scored 12.

Tayshaun Prince had 17 points
and Antonio McDyess 15 for the
Pistons, who couldn’t stop the
Nets once Carter got going.

“Nothing went right today. We
were flat,” Pistons forward Tay-
shaun Prince said. “We managed
to cut it to two at halftime, but it
was a bad third quarter. We
weren't doing what we're sup-
posed to do on defense, and that's
what creates chaos.”

Carter seized the momentum
after he was smacked in the arm
by Ben Wallace as he drove for a
layup midway through the third
quarter. No foul was called, al-
though Carter was whistled for a
personal after he slammed into
‘Wallace on the way back upcourt.

Carter said he was merely try-
ing to chase down the referee
‘who hadn’t blown his whistle, col-
liding with Wallace when he cut
in front of him. Carter claimed it
did not inspire him, and he
seemed genuinely surprised to
hear how many points he scored
in the ensuing run.

He followed with two free
throws, a 5-foot runner, a 3-point-
er, a layup and a steal before
Kidd scored four straight points.
Carter ended the third quarter by
making a pair of foul shots and a
7-foot runner, then opened the
fourth with a putback and a fin-
ger roll for an 83-65 lead.

“Once anybody gets going in
this league, it's tough to stop
them,” Wallace said.

There would be no comeback
from the Pistons, who lost for the
first time since Jan. 24 and
wrapped up a contentious
eight-day stretch in which their
coach Larry Brown, after ac-
knowledging his interest in per-
haps becoming coach of the New
York Knicks, backed off and said
he plans to stay in Detroit.

Mechanical problems again
doom Stewart’s Rolex 24 bid

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — A
Pontiac-powered Riley prototype
co-driven by sports car aces Max
Angelelli, Wayne Taylor and Em-
manuel Collard coasted to victory
Sunday in the Rolex 24 sports car
endurance race.

It wasn’t supposed to be so easy
in a race that saw a record 44 lead
changes among eight cars and
was up for grabs for 22 of the 24
hours.

NASCAR’s Tony Stewart, who
Jost the lead and the race a year
ago when his suspension failed
with less than 25 minutes remain-
ing, had another heartbreak this
time when the Pontiac Crawford
he shared with former race win-
ners Andy Wallace and Jan Lam-
mers had a gearbox failure with
two hours and three minutes to

go.

“It just popped out of second
gear,” said Wallace, a three-time
Daytona 24 Hours winner.
“There was no warning.”

It was sweet for the winners,
though. A year ago, they lost the
lead because of a fuel pressure
problem, giving the win to a Ponti-
ac Doran co-driven by Terry
Borcheller, Christian Fittipaldi,
Andy Pilgrim and Forest Barber.

Sunday’s two front-running
teams had been among the lead-
ers from the noon start of the
twice-around-the-clock race on
Saturday and had been separated
by less than 40 seconds when Wal-

lace rolled into the pits with black
smoke spewing from beneath his
Daytona Prototype entry.

After Wallace’s car went out,
though, the closest competitor
was the Lexus Doran of Didier
Theys, Fabrizio Gollin and Mat-
oo Bobbl which was 11 laps be-

Angelelll drove the last two
hours, nursing that big lead.

“That was the toughest part of
the race, that last two hours,” the
Italian driver said. “You go all out
for 22 hours and then have to be
very careful in traffic and not do
anything stupid the last two
hours.”

The winners covered 710 laps,
a total of 2,527.6 miles on the
3.56-mile road course that in-
cludes about three-quarters of
the 2':-mile NASCAR oval and a
winding infield section. They av-
eraged more than 105 mph.

It was the second Daytona 24
Hours win for South African na-
tive Taylor and first for Angelelli
and Frenchman Collard.

After the duel for the lead was
defused, the battle for second
place grew intense, with four cars
winding up less than three laps
apart.

The Pontiac Crawford of Jim-
mie Johnson — another of the nine
NASCAR regulars in the all-star
lineup — and former Daytona win-
ners Butch Leitzinger and Elliott
Forbes-Robinson wound up sec-
ond, 11 laps behind despite a long
pit stop to fix an engine problem in
the middle of the night.
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Phil Mickelson, center, is greeted by fans while leaving the 16th green
during the third round of the FBR Open in Scottsdale, Ariz., Saturday.

Fan favorite Lefty
takes lead at FBR

The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. —
Cheered on by tens of thousands
who consider him their home-
town hero, Phil Mickelson forged
a four-shot lead over Kevin Na
through three rounds of the FBR
Open, a giant party that happens
to have a golf tournament going
through it.

Mickelson, who tied the course
record with a 60 on Friday, shot a
S-under 66 — with birdies on the
final two holes — on Saturday for
a 14-under 199 total on the
7,216-yard Tournament Players
Club course.

“It was a fun round,” Mickel-
son said. “I mean, there’s a lot of
people out there. It was pretty in-
teresting. It felt like I shot over
par because of yesterday, but it
was good enough to get in the
lead.”

He leads going into a final
round for the first time since last
year’s Masters, and then he was
tied with Chris DiMarco.

Na, at 21 the youngest player
on the PGA Tour, began the day
tied for the lead with Mickelson,
and still was even through 14, but
his second shot went into the
water on the 15th hole, then he
missed a short putt to save par.

“From there, that crowd pull-
ing for Phil so much and that little
bit of, what do you call it, misstep
kind of shook me up a little bit,”
Na said, “and affected me on the
last couple of holes.”

Na bogeyed the 16th and fin-
ished with a 70, leaving him four
back at 10 under going into the
final round of the $5.2 million
event.

Four were tied at 9 under —
K.J. Choi, Harrison Frazar, Kenny
Perry and Steve Flesch. Mark Cal-
cavecchia and David Toms were 8
under. Toms got to 10 under but
hit his tee shot into the water on
the 14th for a double bogey.

The FBR event — formerly the
Phoenix Open — draws the big-
gest crowd of any PGA tourna-
ment. An estimated 165,000 peo-
ple came on a perfect, sun-baked
Saturday — a single-day record
for a tournament that draws
about a half-million.

“Awesome,
isn’t it?” Mick-
elsun said.

“Every year
here is an
amazing expe-
rience for all
the players because of how many
people we get here. You know, we
average 40,000 or 50,000 on the
tour, and here we had 165,000.
This is amazing.”

Practically every one of the rev-
elers was cheering on Mickelson.

e desert son,” Flesch
sald and that’s the way it should
be.”

Golf
roundup

Parry wins Heineken playoff

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Australia’s Cralg Parry ended
Ernie Els’ three-year hold on the
Heineken Classic title Sunday,
holing a 12-foot birdie putt on the
fourth hole of a playoff with coun-
lryman Nick O’Hern.

arry made his birdie
putt on the fourth extra hole, O’'H-
ern missed a 10-foot birdie at-
tempt to end the tournament at
historic Royal Melbourne.

Parry made par-saving putts on
the first three playoff holes — the
18th twice and then the 17th,
while O'Hern helped keep lhe
playoff going by missing birdie
putts inside 10 feet on the two
opening holes.

Parry closed with a 1-under 70
to match O’Hern (71) at 14-under
270.

Els shot a 70 to finish at 12
under, two shots out of the play-
off. He had three bogeys on the
back nine, including the 18th.

Nicklaus claims Skins victory

WAILEA, Hawaii — Jack Nick-
laus returned from a long layoff
following back surgery to take the
Champmns Skins Game on Satur-
day, winning 11 straight skins and
a career-high $340,000 in a run-
away victory over Craig Stadler.

Stadler, the 2004 Champions
Tour player of the year, was sec-
ond with five skins and $180,000
in his Skins Game debut. Defend-
ing champion Tom Watson
earned $80,000 for his two late
skins.
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Sharapova denies Davenport record title JiC

The Associated Press

TOKYO — Wimbledon champion Maria
Sharapova claimed the Pan Pacific Open final
Sunday by defeating top-ranked Lindsay Dav-
enport in a tiebreaker.

Second-seeded Sharapova captured her
first Pan Pacific title and prevented Daven-
port from winning a record fifth title here
after a hard fought 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (5) win at
Tokyo Metropolitan Gymnasium.

“I'm very happy to have won,” the Russian
teenager said. “Lindsay played an amazing
match and it all came down to the tiebreaker,
s0 obviously it was a very tough match.”
p-seeded Davenport, who lost to Serena
Williams in the final of the Australian Open a
week ago, took a medical time out after the
first set and came back to take the momentum
despite a sore left thigh.

She produced 13 aces Sunday but couldn’t
keep up with the 17-year-old Sharapova when
it mattered most.

“I left the court to get some support on my
left thigh,” said Davenport. “I just went back
out there and tried to keep the points as short
as possible. In the tiebreaker, she came up
with some great shots and I couldn’t run down

many balls.”

Leading 6-5 in the tie-
breaker, Sharapova won
when Davenport couldn’t
catch up to her forehand
return down the line.

Sharapova, who lost in the semifinals of the
Australian Open to Williams, also served well
in Sunday’s final and had nine aces.

“Iserved well in the first set,” said Sharapo-
va, who pocketed the US$189,000 winner’s
check. “But she came out after the break and
got a little confidence. It’s tough when your op-
ponent serves so well. I served well too but it
‘was my return that I was most satisfied with.”

Davenport was gunning for her fifth Pan Pa-
cific title, which would have made her the
most successful player in the 22-year history
of the event. Martina Hingis has also won
here four times.

“Maria is a great player,” said Davenport.
“I’'m sure you'll be seeing a lot more of her in
the final in the years to come.”

Sharapova has a history of winning in
Japan. She is the two-time defending champi-
on at the Japan Open.

“I guess this is my lucky place,” said
Sharapova. “I don’t know why but I always
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seem to play well here.”

With Sunday’s victory, Sharapova will
move up to No. 3 in the WTA rankings, behind
Davenport and Williams but said she has no
timetable for claiming the No. 1 spot.

“My job is to go out and perform well,” said
Sharapova. “I have no timetable to become
No. 1 in the world. If it happens, it happens.”

In the doubles final, the second-seeded pair
of Janette Husarova of Slovakia and Elena
Likhovtseva of Russia downed Davenport and
fellow American Corina Morariu 6-4, 6-3.

Martinez breaks title drought

PATTAYA, Thailand — Former Wimble-
don champion Conchita Martinez claimed her
first title in more than four years Sunday after
grinding out a 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 win over Anna
Lena Groenefeld of Germany to win the WTA
Volvo Women’s Open.

Drawing on her superior experience,
third-seeded Martinez rallied from a second
set loss to beat the 19-year-old, seventh-seed-
ed German for her 33rd career title. Her last
singles title was at Berlin in 2000.

“It was tough at the beginning of the week
but I felt better towards the end,” the
32-year-old Spainiard said.

AP

Maria Sharapova reacts after
beating Lindsay Davenport in the
final of the Pan Pacific Open in a
third-set tiebreaker on Sunday.

Ordonez signs
with Tigers
for up to $105M

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Detroit Tigers snared the last
remaining premier free agent of the offseason,
agreeing to a $75 million, five-year contract with out-
fielder Magglio Ordonez, a baseball source said Sat-

urday.

Ordonez’s deal could be worth up to $105 million
over seven seasons, the source told The Associated
Press on the condition of anonymity.

Under the complicated deal, Detroit would have
the right to void the contract after the 2005 season if
Ordonez has a reoccurrence of the left knee injury

that hampered his production
with the Chicago White Sox for

most of last year and the reoccur-
SP?rts rence lands him on the disabled
briefs list for 25 days or more.

The 31-year-old Ordonez gets

a $6 million signing bonus and a

$6 million salary in 2005, meaning the Tigers’ expo-
sure is $12 million.

His contract calls for a $15 million salary in 2006,
$12 million in 2007, $15 million in 2008 and $18 mil-
lion in 2009. Detrmt has a $15 million option for
2010 with a $3 million buyout, and a $15 million op-
tion for 2011 with no buyout.

The Chicago Cubs, Toronto Blue Jays and Texas
Rangers backed out of talks this week, and the New
York Mets told Ordonez’s agent, Scott Boras, on Fri-
day that they were not prepared to move quickly
and would first want to examine the player.

A four-time All-Star, Ordonez hit .292 last season
with nine homers and 37 RBIs in 202 at-bats for the
Chicago White Sox. A career .307 hitter with 187
homers, he missed 36 games after injuring his left
knee May 19 — an injury that required two opera-
tions, then went on the disabled list for good on July
22 with bone marrow edema.

Ordonez made $14 million last year and the White
Sox made no effort to re-sign him.

Judah takes Spinks’ title with TKO

ST. LOUIS — Zab Judah claimed the undisputed
welterweight title, beating Cory Spinks in his home-
town with a ninth-round technical knockout Satur-
day night.

Judah lost a unanimous decision to Spinks in
April in Las Vegas.

He knocked Spinks down in the 12th round of that
fight and referred to the rematch as the 13th round,
saying he simply ran out of time.

Judah was the aggressor throughout this fight,
neutralizing the crowd of more than 20,000 that

AP

Zab Judah, right, knocks down Cory Spinks in the
ninth round of the undisputed welterweight title bout
on Saturday. Judah won by TKO in the ninth round.

chanted for Spinks, the son of former heavyweight
champion Leon Spinks, who accompanied his son
into the ring.

The fight was stopped at 2:49 of the ninth round,
after Spinks was knocked down for the second time.
Judah pressed the attack after the first knockdown
and avoided Spinks’ desperate efforts to tie him up.

All three judges had Judah (33-2, 24 knockouts)
comfortably ahead when the bout was stopped.

Judah set the tone from the first round, stalking
Spinks while the champion mostly danced. He also
staggered Spinks, dropping him to his knees at the
bell in the seventh round, but it was not judged a
knockdown.

Americans stage 1-4 finish in speedskating worlds

MOSCOW — Shani Davis led the United States to
an unprecedented 1-4 finish in the men’s
1500-meter race and a 1-2 sweep of the overall hon-
ors at the world allround speedskating champion-
ships on Sunday.

Davis collected 150.777 points to top the men’s all-
round podium. Defending champion Chad Hedrick
was second overall with 150.916.

Davis is the fourth American world allround
champion after Eric Heiden (1977-79), Eric Flame
(1988) and Hedrick.

In the 1,500-meter race, Davis clocked 1 minute,
46.60 seconds to beat Hedrick by 1.10 seconds in the
newly built Indoor Ice Skating Center.

KC Boutiette of the U.S. was third in 1:48.79, fin-
ishing 19 hundredths of a second ahead of yet anoth-
er American, Derek Parra.

Kostelic wins downhill;
Kildow is fourth agam

BY ERICA BULMAN
The Associated Press

SANTA CATERINA VALFUR-
VA, Italy — Croatia’s Janica Kos-
telic won her second gold medal
in three days, capturing the down-
hill at the world championships in
another emphatic step in her re-
covery from illness and injury.

Kostelic, winner of Friday’s
combined, missed all of last sea-
son after thyroid surgery and sev-
eral knee operatlons and hadn’t
raced a downhill in almost two
years. On Sunday, she cut a dar-
ing line down the chilly,
sun-drenched course to win in 1
minute, 39.90 seconds.

“This may be my favorite victo-
ry,” she said. “It’s hard to say be-
cause all victories are special.
But it's something I never expect-
ed so soon, especially after last
season. I don’t know how it hap-
pened.”

Elena Fanchini of Italy reward-
ed the home crowd by taking the
silver medal in 1:40.16. Renate
Goetschl of Austria was third in
1:40.29, beating Lindsey Kildow
of the United States for a medal.

The American finished fourth
for the second time at these
worlds, and countrywoman Jonna
Mendes was 12th.

Fanchini, a 19-year-old rookie,

made her World Cup debut last
month, placing 17th in a pair of
downhills. This time, she set the
pace early, then watched as 16
other racers were unable to
match her time. It was only when
Kostelic came down that Fanchi-
ni was ousted from the leader’s
spot.
Goetschl, who won the World
Cup downhill title last year, leads
this season’s standings. She also
won the downhill at the 1999
worlds in Vail, Colo.

Goetschl was trying to give her
country a lift after Austria’s men
Saturday lost the downhill title
for the first time in six years. She
struggled at the beginning of this

AP

American Lindsey Kildow reacts
after finishing in fourth place in
the Women’s downhill at the
World Alpine Ski Championships.

season but won three of four
speed races in Cortina d’Ampezzo
last mq

Klldow finished ninth in last
weekend’s super-G and fourth in
the combined, where she missed
a bronze medal by 0.20 seconds.

She was strong on the upper
part of the course Sunday and
looked set to take the bronze with
her time of 1:40.52. The
20-year-old skier was devastated
when Goetschl bettered her time
and sobbed when she was relegat-
ed agam to fourth.

don’t work six hours in the

gym just to be fourth,” said Kil-
dow, who finished second and
fourth in the two World Cup races
in Bormio last month. “I may be
young, but my goal was to be
world champion here. I have to go
back to the drawing board to fig-
ure out what it’s going to take.”

“Maybe my time is next year,”
she added, referring to the Turin

Olympics.
Michaela Dorfmeister, ~the
2001 downhill world champion

and one of the favorites, crashed
out.



Monday, February 7, 2005

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 29

Hall botches call on defenders

BY JASON WHITLOCK
The Kansas City Star

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Der-
rick Thomas will be enshrined in
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. It
will just take longer than any of
us anticipated.

It should come as no great sur-
prise that the linebacker who
spearheaded Kansas City’s pro-
fessional football resurgence in
the 1990s failed to qualify for in-
duction into the Hall on his first
attempt. Defensive players rarely
get the call in their first year of eli-
gibility.

Since 1990, when linebacker
Jack Lambert became the fourth
member of Pitlﬁburgh‘e Steel Cur-
tain to gain admission in his first
year of eligibility, 24 play-
ers/coaches have gained entry
into the the first time
around. Only four of those 24 play-
ers were defenders — Ronnie
Lott, Lawrence Taylor, Mike Sin-
gletary and Randy White.

Offensive players, with their
easy-to-understand ~ statistics,
have a much easier time getting
into the Hall of Fame than do
their defensive counterparts.
Since 1987, seven quarterbacks
and seven running backs have
been enshrined in their first year
of eligibility. Heck, even offen-
sive linemen get more love than
defenders. Five offensive line-
men have been first-time selec-
tions.

Defense may win champion-
ships, but when 39 voters lock
themselves in a room for an after-
noon, they go with the men who
produce big numbers, and, at
least on Saturday, they righted
past wrongs.

So quarterbacks Dan Marino
and Steve Young, no-brainer se-
lections, and old-schoolers Benny
Friedman and Fritz Pollard will
be immortalized this summer in
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Canton, Ohio. Marino and Young
have the stats and MVP trophies
to back up their selections. Fried-
man, a quarterback in the 1920s
and ‘30s, was the league’s first ef-
fective passer. Pollard, a coach
and player in the 20s, was one of
the league’s first African-Ameri-
can contributors.

Derrick Thomas was simply a
terrific defender, the most deadly
pass-rushing force of the 1990s.
One day that will get him into the
Hall of Fame. It might take as
many as 10 years, though. Next
year’s class has two automatic in-
ductees — Troy Aikman and Reg-
gie White. That leaves four possi-
ble slots available; there’s a maxi-
‘mum of six inductees per year.

Cowboys receiver Michael
Irvin will make it in all likelihood
next year. “The Playmaker” was
one of the six finalists Saturday.
When you make the final six, the
39 voters are polled yes or no on
whether you should make the
Hall. A candidate needs 80 per-
cent of the 39 votes. Irvin de-
served 100 percent of the vote.
Irvin, Aikman and Emmitt Smith
led the Cowboys to three Super
Bowls. After Emmitt, you could
argue that Irvin was the most
valuable member of the Jimmy
Johnson-led Cowboys dynasty.

0ddly, despite the explosion in
the NFL passing game, since
1987 only one receiver — Steve
Largent — has been inducted into
the Hall in his first year of eligibil-
ity.

Six members of the Steelers’ dy-
nasty — four Super Bowls —
were first-ballot Hall of Famers.
It appears that only Aikman and
Smith will be first-ballots from
the Cowboys. That makes no
sense. The voters dissed Irvin be-
cause of his off-field problems,
and, I believe, because he’s a hor-
rible TV broadcaster. Generally
speaking, being on TV helps you
getinto the Hall of Fame. Just ask
Howie Long and Dan Dierdorf.
But Irvin’s mush-mouthed analy-
sis is doing him more harm than
good.

Having been spanked this year,
the Hall voters will enshrine
Irvin in 2006.

So now we're down to three
spots. If Irvin goes, then look for
voters to feel compelled to right
the Art Monk wrong. When he re-
tired in 1995 after 16 seasons,
Monk held the record for all-time
receptions. He’s No. 5 now and
No. 9 in all-time receiving yards.
He was a member of Joe Gibbs’
Super Bowl teams. Monk was the
Marcus Allen of receivers — con-
sistent, durable and classy.
There’s growing outrage among
voters that Monk hasn’t made it.

Giants linebacker Harry Car-
son s just plain outraged. Carson,
a member of the Giants, may
have botched his chance to make
it this year by writing an angry let-
ter saying he didn’t want to be
considered for induction any-
more. He made the final six on
Saturday. Carson played in nine
Pro Bowls (the same number as
Thomas) and was a member of
Bill Parcells’ first Super Bowl
team. He belongs in the Hall of
Fame. He'll be a strong candidate
next year, despite his tantrum,
particularly if Carson’s old posi-
tion coach and defensive coordi-
nator Bill Belichick demands that
Carson be enshrined. Belichick,
New England’s coach, is about to
become the new Vince Lombardi.

That leaves Thomas in a fight
for the No. 6 spot with Pitts-
burgh’s L.C. Greenwood—anoth-
er Steel Curtain defender — Chi-
cago’s Richard Dent and whoever
might turn up as the old-school
flavor of the year.

USA Today’s Jarrett Bell, a
Hall voter, told me that on Satur-
day no one held it against Thomas
that the Chiefs never appeared in
a Super Bowl during his career.

“It never came up,” Bell said.

The problem is had the Chiefs
won a Super Bowl, it would've
come up in conversation. Offen-
sive players don’t need Super
Bowl titles to get in the Hall of
Fame early. They have stats. It
takes defense to win champion-
ships. And it takes champion-
ships for defensive players to win
their proper respect.
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Montrealers find
secondary option

BY SEAN FARRELL
For The Associated Press

MONTREAL — It's been a
strange winter for Jean Beliveau.

Across Canada, Saturday night
is “Hockey Nnght a ritual that
bonds the generations who sit in
front of televisions and watch the
national pastime. But not this

“Usually I invite a couple of
people to each game, and I would
prefer to see them sitting in my
seats and watching the game,”
says Beliveau, a Montreal Cana-
diens star and captain who
helped the team win 10 Stanley

The Hall of Famer remained
with the team as an executive
and, now retired from that job, he
still regularly attends home
games.

This year, he and his wife have
had to find other things to do on
hockey nights.

“Maybe we've had more di
ners with friends, “ Beliveau said.
“We seem to be doing something
else. I would prefer to go to the
games, but on the other hand it
gives me a chance to maybe see
some of my friends on Saturday
that I've never had a chance, as a
matter of fact, in my life.”

The NHL and union completed
a third straight day of talks Fri-
day, with no progress toward end-
ing the 4/2-month lockout. There
are no plans to meet again, and
the season is on the verge of can-
cellation.

The labor strife has forced Tor-
onto-based “Hockey Night in Can-
ada” host Ron McLean to change
his expertise from pucks to flicks
this winter. The Canadian Broad-
casting Corp. is showing movies
in place of its usual coast-to-coast
hockey doubleheader. On Satur-
day, McLean was guiding the
country through a triple-bill of
“Babe,” “Minority Report” and
“Back to the Future Part IIL.”

The Canadiens have won a
record 24 Stanley Cups, including
their first in 1916 — two years be-
fore the NHL was formed. Six dif-
ferent Montreal clubs have laid
claim to the trophy a total of 41
times since it has been contested
annually since 1893, with one ex-
ception.

The Cup was not awarded in
1919 when the final between the
Canadiens and Seattle was called
off tied at two games apiece be-
cause of the influenza outbreak
that ultimately killed Montreal de-
fenseman “Bad” Joe Hall.

Aside from that, hockey’s big-
gest prize was awarded annually
through both world wars.

Montreal Gazette hockey writ-
er Red Fisher is in his 50th year
on the Canadiens’ beat. Fisher’s
debut was a memorable one — he
was assigned to cover crowd reac-
tion on March 17, 1955, for Mont-
real’s first game at the Forum
after Rocket Richard was sus-
pended, for the duration of the
season and the playoffs. The unru-
ly crowd caused the game to be
forfeited to Detroit, and Fisher
had to cover a riot in the streets.

After witnessing 17 of the Cana-
diens championships as a report-
er, he continues to write his week-

Iy hockey column for the newspa-
per, though he has nothing to do
with its current game coverage of
the semipro Montreal Dragons.

The Journal de Montreal’s
Marc DeFoy has covered the Ca-
nadiens since 1982. The lifelong
Montrealer’s 22nd year on the
beat has been like no other. In-
stead of following “les Habitants™
to Toronto and Boston, he’s been
to Manchester, N.H., and Hamil-
ton, Ontario, to cover minor
league hockey and London, Ontar-
io, to cover the junior leagues.

“Everyone’s saying that hockey
fans in Canada will come back,
but maybe we should look at what
happened in baseball,” DeFoy
said. “They call it the national pas-
time in the United States, and
after 1994, how long did it take be-
fore the fans started to go back to
the stadiums? It took a home run
contest between two players to
get them interested, but I know
that many in the States never
went back.”

Longtime season-ticket holder
Claude Patenaude will be back in
his customary seats in the first
row behind the Canadiens’ bench
whenever the NHL resumes.

Patenaude, owner of the
Ty-Coq Barbeque restaurant on
avenue Mont-Royal, says his fa-
ther’s season tickets dated back
to 1934-35.

“To go a whole season without
any games distances you from
hockey,” says Patenaude, who
played with Richard’s children
while growing up in the Rocket’s
neighborhood in the north part of
the city. “There are a lot of other
activities to do besides going to
hockey games. I'm a guy who
loves the opera, I love theater.
But on the other hand, I've gone
entire seasons without missing a
home game. Nowadays, I don’t
mind passing up a lot of the
games.”

The year Patenaude’s father
signed up for his tickets, he may
have seen Leo Bourgault play his
final NHL season with the Cana-
diens. Bourgault, a member of
the Cup champion 1928 New
York Rangers who passed away
in 1978, ended an 11-year NHL ca-
reer wearing No. 99 for Montreal.

Bourgault’s son, Leo, is another
longtime Canadiens season-ticket
holder. The younger Bourgault
plans to hold onto his tickets.

“Say they're trying to sell the
game to people in the 18- to
30-year-old range,” says Bour-
gault, who played in Europe and
once operated a four-rink com-
plex. “They’ve lost interest now.
To me, there’s a big job ahead and
it will take lots of promotion to get
them back. And if it lasts another
year, well, T don’t know.”

One of those promotional oppor-
tunities to draw new fans already
has been lost this year. The Cana-
diens have made a tradition of
playing a pair of home afternoon
games on Super Bowl weekend.

“It was a great day for the
kids,” DeFoy said. “The team
made it a real day for the family,
with clowns and games for the
kids. You could hear the sound
was very different in the Bell Cen-
tre whenever the Canadiens
scored 2 goal during those
games.”
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Air Force’s MWC
title hopes hurt
as Wyoming wins
overtime decision

The Associated Press

LARAMIE, Wyo. — Jay Straight scored seven of
his 18 points in overtime in leading Wyoming past
Air Force 67-63 on Saturday night, damaging the
Falcons’ title hopes in the Mountain West Confer-

ence.

Wyoming (12-8, 4-3 MWC) has won four of its last
five games, while the Falcons (14-8, 5-2) saw their
two-game win streak end. Air Force fell two games
behind No. 21 Utah, which beat San Diego State
61-41 Saturday night to improve to 7-0 in the league.

Wyoming forced overtime when Steve Leven sank
a three-pointer after Straight found him open with
10 seconds left in regulation, tying the score 51-51.

With Wyoming leading 56-55 at the 2:39 mark of
overtime, the Cowboys’ Dion Sherrell committed his
fifth foul, but Dan Nwaelele of Air Force was hit
with a technical when he inexplicably slammed the

ball to the floor.

Nwaelele, who later said he thought he had been
called for the foul, hit two free throws, but Straight
then sank the two technical foul shots and Wyoming

was back on top 58-57.

Wyoming outscored the Falcon 9-6 the rest of the
way, with Straight scoring five points.

Sherrell contributed 11 points and Justin Will-
iams and Leven added 10 apiece. Wyoming outre-
bounded Air Force 39-22, including 25-15 on offen-
sive boards, and outshot the Falcons 50 percent to

41 percent.

MIDEAST EDITION -
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Wyoming’s Steve Leven, center, loses the ball while
under pressure from Air Force defenders Antoine
Hood (15) and Caleb Buchanan on Saturday night.

Air Force, which trailed 32-25 at the half, got 13
points apiece from Jacob Burtschi and Nwaelele. An-
toine Hood had 12 and Nick Welch 10.

The Falcons hit only 11 of 31 three-point attempts,
including 4-for-14 in the first half. Wyoming made
five of 12 three-pointers for the game.

‘The game was the 200th for Wyoming coach Steve

7.

McClain, wghose record is 123-77.

Cards shade UAB

BY JOHN ZENOR
The Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — It was
Rick Pitino’s kind of victory.

No. 9 Louisville brushed off
UAB’s pressure defense, over-
came foul trouble and got big
plays in the end from its top play-
ers to come away with a 77-73 vic-
tory over the Blazers on Saturday
night.

“This is one of my favorite wins
of the year,” said Pitino, whose
team had won its last eight games
by an average of nearly 30 points.
“UAB is a very tough-minded
team, and this environment was
difficult for us.

“T'm very proud that we could
withstand all this.”

Francisco Garcia and Juan
Palacios hit two free throws each
in the final 34 seconds for the Car-
dinals (20-3, 8-1 Conference
USA) and Garcia also had a key
block. Louisville stayed atop the
league standings this week with
victories over two of its top chal-
lengers, Cincinnati and UAB.

Demario Eddins gave UAB
(16-6, 6-3) a71-70 lead with a free
throw with 1:44 left. Louisville’s
stars then took charg

Larry O'Bannon, "o finished
with 21 points, hit a three-pointer
from the top of the key. Then Gar-
cia was fouled on a three-point at-
tempt and hit two of three from
the line with 34 seconds left for a
75-73 lead.

Garcia blocked a shot by Ed-
dins on the other end and a long
scramble for the ball ended with

a jump ball that gave Louisville
possession. Palacios put the game
away with two free throws with 8
seconds left.

“The game was there to be
taken, but we couldn’t finish it
off,” Blazers coach Mike Ander-
son said. “I think the whole nation
got a chance to see what UAB bas-
ketball is all about.”

Garcia, who had 19 points,
played the final 3:25 with four
fouls.

Palacios added 10 points and
the Cardinals made 19 of 21 free
throws.

The Blazers missed all eight of
their three-point attempts in the
second half for their fourth
straight loss in the series. For-
ward Marques Lewis picked up
his fourth foul less than 6 minutes
into the second half, and UAB
wasn’t as effective with him side-
lined.

“When he was in there, they
had to respect everybody in the
game for us,” said Eddins, who
scored 18 points. “When he was
out, they were able to concentrate
on our shooters.”

Donell Taylor had 16 points
and his twin brother, Ronell,
added 11 for UAB.

The Blazers led 45-43 at half-
time but Louisville opened the
second half with an 11-2 burst
and led most of the way thereaf-
ter. The Cardinals could never
push their lead past seven points
in the half, though, and Eddins hit
one of two free throws after get-
ting fouled by Garcia with 3:25
left to tie it 70-all.

Kansas dominates Huskers down the stretch

The Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Keith Lang-
ford matched his career high with
27 points, and No. 3 Kansas held
Nebraska wllhoul a field goal for
more than six minutes down the
stretch in beating the Cornhusk-
ers 78-65 to remain unbeaten in
the Big 12.

Wayne Simien had 18 points
and 14 rebounds for the Jay-
hawks (18-1, 8-0 Big 12), who
have beaten their last four oppo-
nents by an average of 17.5 points
since losing to Villanova on Jan.
22.

Jason Dourisseau scored a ca-
reer-high 24 points for Nebraska
(10-9, 3-5), which has lost five of
its last six conference games.

No. 6 Kentucky 84, Vanderbilt
70: At Nashville, Tenn., Patrick
Sparks, Kelenna Azubuike and
Chuck Hayes each scored 15
points to help Kentucky win its
eighth straight.

The Wildcats (17-2, 8-0 South-
eastern Conference) swept the
season series between the teams
and now have beaten Vanderbilt
in 24 of the last 26 games.

Hayes had 13 rebounds and
Rajon Rondo added 12 points for
Kentucky, which has its best
record since the 1998 NCAA
championship team was 19-2.

Corey Smith led Vanderbilt
with 16 points.

No. 7 Wake Forest 83, Virginia
Tech 63: At Blacksburg, Va.,
Taron Downey scored 18 points
lead Wake Forest.

\’M Men’s Top 25

Roundup

Downey, who plays behind star
guards Chris Paul and Justin
Gray, scored 13 points in the first
half in just 12 minutes, getting
into the game while Gray sat out
in foul trouble.

Gray finished with 16 points for
the Demon Deacons (19-3, 7-2 At-
lantic Coast Conference). Paul
didn’t score until hitting a free
throw with 3:30 to go, finishing
with three points and a
game-high nine assists.

Jamon Gordon led the Hokies
(12-8, 5-4 ACC) with 20 points.

No. 10 Oklahoma St. 81, Bay-
lor 63: At Waco, Texas, John
Lucas III scored 11 of his 14
points in the first half to celebrate
his final visit to the place where
he started his college career.

Lucas was one of five dou-
ble-figure scorers for the Cow-
boys (17-3, 7-2 Big 12). Ivan Mc-
Farlin had 18 points, Jameson
Curry had 14 with four
three-pointers, Stephen Graham
had 13 points and Joey Graham
12

Aaron Bruce, a freshman point
guard from Australia, scored 33
points for Baylor (9-10, 1-7),
which has lost five straight.

Lucas began his career at Bay-
lor, along with Lawrence Roberts
(Mississippi State) and Kenny

Taylor (Texas). The trio left
under relaxed transfer rules be-
fore last season after a scandal
under former coach Dave Bliss
that was exposed after the shoot-
ing death of a player.

Florida 85, No. 11 Alabama
54: At Gainesville, Fla, David
Lee, Anthony Roberson and Matt
Walsh each scored 18 points in
Florida’s largest victory ever
over a ranked opponent.

Freshman Al Horford pulled
down 18 rebounds for the Gators
(14-5, 6-2 Southeastern Confer-
ence), who blew it open early
with a 15-0 run.

Earnest Shelton and Chuck
Davis had 15 points to pace Ala-
bama (17-4, 6-2).

No. 12 Michigan State 75,
lowa 64: At Iowa City, Kelvin
Torbert scored 16 points to help
Michigan State hold off a late
Towa rally.

The Spartans (15-4, 6-2 Big
Ten) led by 22 points early in the
second half and seemed to be
coasting. But Iowa (15-6, 3-5)
drew as close as three points with
alittle more than a minute left be-
fore fading.

The Hawkeyes, playing their
first game since leading scorer
Pierre Pierce was kicked off the
team for off-court legal troubles,
got 24 points from Adam Halus-
ka.

No. 13 Washington 82, UCLA
70: At Seattle, Brandon Roy
scored 16 of his 20 points in the

second half, and Washington
(19-3, 9-2 Pac-10) overcame 38
percent shooting to beat UCLA
(12-7,6-5).

No. 14 Arizona 90, Stanford
72: Salim Stoudamire had 20 of
his 26 points in the second half,
and Arizona (19-4, 9-2 Pac-10)
ended Stanford’s four-year win-
ning streak in Tucson.

Arizona coach Lute Olson got
his 299th conference victory, sec-
ond only to the 304 of UCLA’s
John Wooden.

Texas Tech 88, No. 14 Oklaho-
ma 81: Jarrius Jackson scored 32
points, Devonne Giles added 17
and Texas Tech (14-5, 6-2 Big 12)
upset Oklahoma (17-4, 6-2), snap-
ping the Sooners’ 14-game home
winning streak.

No. 17 Gonzaga 92, Santa
Clara 75: At Spokane, Wasl
Ronny Turiaf and Adam Mor
son each scored 22 points to lead
Gonzaga (17-4, 7-2 West Coast
Conference) over Santa Clara
(12-12,5-9).

Charlotte 91, No. 18 Cincir
nati 90: At Charlotte, N.C., Bren-
dan Plavich scored all but two of
his 26 points on three-pointers to
lead Charlotte (15-4, 6-2 Confer-
ence USA) over Cincinnati (17-5,
6-3) in the final regular-season
meeting between the two Confer-
ence USA rivals.

Cincinnati heads to the Big
East next season and Charlotte
will move to the Atlantic 10.

Minnesota 60, No. 19 Wiscon-
sin 50: At Minneapolis, Vince
Grier scored 26 of his 32 points in
the second half to lead Minnesota
16-6, s 3 Blg Ten) past Wiscon-
sin (15 3).

lowa State 92, No. 20 Texas
80 (OT): Tasheed Carr scored 13
points in overtime and Iowa State
(11-8, 3-5 Big 12) ended a
28-game conference road losing
streak by surprising Texas (15-6,
4-4).

Towa State (11-8, 3-5) hadn’t
won on the road in the Big 12
since beating Kansas State on
Feb. 21, 2001.

No. 21 Utah 61, San Diego St.
41: At San Diego, Andrew Bogut
had 15 points and 13 rebounds as
Utah (19-3, 7-0 Mountain West
Conference) won its 14th straight
game and extended its confer-
ence lead to two games over sec-
ond-place Air Force.

No. 23 Connecticut 68, St.
John's 46: At Storrs, Conn.,
Rashad Anderson scored 21
points and Josh Boone blocked a
career-high nine shots as Connect-
icut (14-5, 6-3 Big East) routed St.
Johns (8-11, 2-7).

11 Hill, the Big East’s top
swrer led St. John’s with 22
points.

No. 24 Villanova 89, Provi-
dence 81: At Villanova, Pa., Cur-
tis Sumpter had 24 points and 13
rebounds, Allan Ray scored 20
and Randy Foye 19 to lead Vill-
anova (13-5, 5-4 Big East) over
Providence (11-11, 0-8).



Monday, February 7, 2005

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

PAGE 31

A crowd of 33,199, a record for an on-campus arena, attended Saturday night's Notre Dame-Syracuse game in the Carrier Dome ay Syracuse,
N.Y. The crowd broke the mark of 33,071 set for the Rutgers-Syracuse game in the Carrier Dome on March 9, 2003. The largest crowd ever to
attend a college basketball game was 78,129 for the Kentucky-Michigan State game at Ford Field in Detroit, Mich., on Dec. 13, 2003.

Huge crowd, huge win for Syracuse

BY JOHN KEKIS
The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — When the
size of the raucous orange-clad
Carrier Dome crowd was an-
nounced during the second half,
chills went down Gerry McNama-
ra’s spine. Then the Syracuse ace
went out and helped ice Notre

McNamara scored 22 points,
Hakim Warrick had 20 and the
eighth-ranked Orange staged a fu-
rious late rally to beat the Irish
60-57 before 33,199, an NCAA
record for a game in a campus

arena.

“The excitement tonight was
unlike anything I've been a part
of,” said McNamara, who scored
18 points in the second half. “The
sad thing is we were down at the
time and we had to pay attention
to coach.”

Syracuse (21-2, 8-1 Big East)
was down virtually the whole

&k We just didn’t want to send all these
people home mad, and for a second it
looked as if it was going to be like that. ¥

game until the final five minutes,
and Notre Dame (13-6, 5-4) ap-
peared on the verge of ending the
Orange’s 18-game home winning
streak when Torin Francis con-
verted a three-point play to put
the Irish up 50-39 with 6:05 left.
With McNamara playing de-
spite four fouls, Warrick took
over inside, slamming home
three dunks and hitting two free
throws as the Orange used a
pressing defense to spark an 11-0
run. McNamara, who missed all
five of his three-point attempts in
the first half, hit his third straight

Hakim Warrick
Syracuse center

three of the second to pull Syra-
cuse to 50-48 and the crowd erupt-
ed with a deafening roar, chant-
ing “Gerry! Gerry!”

Chris Quinn was then called for
a S-second violation, Notre Dame
coach Mike Brey protested and re-
ceived a technical, and McNama-
ra made two free throws to tie it
50-50 with 3:24 left.

“We just got careless with the
ball,” said Francis, who finished
with 15 points and 11 rebounds.
“The game was just going their
way towards the end. The rest of
the game we were in control. We

had a couple of turnovers, they
were hitting free throws, and the
next thing I knew it was tied.”

McNamara was fouled by Chris
Thomas while attempting a three
with 1:48 left and hit all three free
throws to put Syracuse up 55-52.

Francis’s turnaround jumper in
the lane made it 56-54 with 32.6
seconds left, but McNamara hit
four more free throws to finish
11-for-11 from the line and keep
Syracuse in front.

After Dennis Latimore’s dunk
with 19.5 seconds left, Terrence
Roberts missed four stralght foul
shots for Syracuse, giving the
Irish one last chance. Thomas
nearly sent the game into over-
time, but his desperation heave
from beyond half court at the
buzzer hit the rim and caromed
away.

“We just didn’t want to send all
these people home mad, and for a
second it looked as if it was going
to be like that,” Warrick said.

W.Virginia
surprises
Pittsburgh

BY JOHN RABY

The Associated Press

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. —
Kevin Pittsnogle is so unaccus-
tomed to starting that he had to
take an early rest on Saturday. Re-
freshed, the West Virginia center
left Pitt breathless.

Pittsnogle scored eight of his ca-
reer-high 27 points in overtime to
lead West Virginia to an 83-78 vic-
tory over No. 16 Pittsburgh on Sat-
urday night. The 6-foot-11 Pittsno-
gle, averaging 8 points a game,
got his second start of the season
because D’or Fischer was ill.

“When I got my second wind
pretty fast, I was ready to go,”
said Pmsnogle, whose previous
high was 26 points in 2003. “My
performance wasn’t enough to
write me in the history book, but
beating Pitt makes it a lot better.”

West Virginia (13-7, 3-6 Big
East) broke a five-game losing
streak to its rival 70 miles to the
north.

Pittsnogle  converted  a
three-point play and a three-point-
er a minute apart to give the
Mountaineers a 73-66 lead with
2:08 left in overtime.

“Pittsnogle is a hard matchup
for us and when he’s shooting the
ball from (outside), it becomes
very dxfﬁcult to guard for our big-
ger guys” Pitt coach Jamie
Dixon said. “Sometimes guys
step up in the absence of other
guys, and that's exactly what he
did.”

Fischer is West Virginia’s No. 3
scorer and No. 2 rebounder, but
he was hardly missed as Pittsno-
gle filled in well, making 10 of 17
shots.

The Mountaineers committed
just four turnovers and erased a
double-digit deficit in the second
half to beat a ranked team for the
first time in five tries during a gru-
eling three-week stretch.

Hundreds of fans from the stu-
dent section stormed the court
and mobbed the Mountaineer
players after the final buzzer. The
WVU band played “Happy Birth-
day” and the leftover crowd sang
to third-year coach John Beilein,
who celebrated his 52nd birthday
Saturday.

Chevon Troutman scored 2.
points for Pittsburgh (15-4, 5-: 3)

ACC-bound Boston College sets Big East win mark

BY JIM O’CONNELL
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Boston College set a record it
never will be able to break.

The fifth-ranked Eagles beat
Seton Hall 60-52 on Saturday
night to become the first team in
Big East history to go 20-0. And
the Eagles did it in their last sea-
son in the league.

“That’s pretty cool to go out
with a bang,” junior forward
Craig Smith said. “To be the first
team ever in this last year, that’s
something special.”

Jared Dudley had 20 points and
14 rebounds for Boston College
(20-0, 9-0), which set a school
record for a winning streak and
remained with No. 1 Illinois as
the only major-college unbeatens.

Just as in a few of the Eagles
victories this season, the victory
over Seton Hall (10-9, 2-6) wasn’t
high on style points. But Boston
College won despite playing at
the pace Seton Hall wanted and
by scoring a season-low point
total on a night it shot well below
its average.

“I'd give it a 6. It was kind of
ugly,” Dudley said when asked to

grade the win on a scale of 1 to 10.
“But we passed the test and move
on.”

Smith had 15 points and 11 re-
bounds for the Eagles, who came
into the game averaging 74.2
points on 46.6 percent shooting.
Sean Marshall added 12 points,
all in the first half.

John Allen had 12 points for the
Pirates, who came in last in the
Big East in scoring (64.5 points a
game) and shooting (40.6 per-
cent).

Dudley’s three-pointer with
2:32 left gave Boston College a
52-47 lead. Andrew Sweet’s

three-point play got Seton Hall
within two with 2:05 left, but the
Pirates scored on onlv one of
their final five possessions and
the Eagles closed with an 8-2 run.
“This was the same type scenar-
jo as some of the early wins, but
Seton Hall was better than those
teams,” Eagles coach Al Skinner
said, referring to overtime non-
conference defeats of Holy Cross
and Yale and a big comeback vic-
tory over Kent State. “Sometimes
we just win. We were fortunate to
come up with some big plays.”
Seton Hall coach Louis Orr
blamed his team’s loss on how it
performed in the final minutes.

“We held Boston College to 37
percent shooting but there is a
sense of toughness that we still
need to obtain in order to finish
out these games,” he said. “We
have been able in the past to win
these games with poor shooting
because we understood how to
play with toughness.”

Two Big East teams had gone
19-0 before, but Connecticut in
1998-99 and  Syracuse in
1999-2000 both lost in their 20th

game.

The Eagles, who will join the At-
lantic Coast Conference next sea-
son, won 19 straight games in the
1968-69 season.
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Krzyzewski fine
after collapsing;
sees Duke win

BY KEITH PARSONS
The Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. — Sprawled on the court
that bears his nickname, Mike Krzyzewski
thought first about his wife and his three
daughters.

But not so much about their worry or con-
cern about his fall.

Rather, he prepared himself for the endless
teasing he knew he would receive.

“T've got to deal with that forever now,”
Coach K said with a smile.

The Duke coach bounced up quickly after a
dizzy spell sent him to the floor in the first
half, and the fourth-ranked Blue Devils went
on to beat No. 25 Georgia Tech 82-65 Satur-

day.

J.J. Redick had 17 of his 26 points in the
first half and Shelden Williams finished with
15 points, 12 rebounds and six blocks for
Duke (17-2, 7-2 Atlantic Coast Conference),
which had lost two of its previous three
games. That included a rare one at Cameron,
where the Yellow Jackets (13-7, 4-5) ended
the Blue Devils' 41-game home winning
streak last season.

aniel Ewing added 16 points, but clearly
the focus in this one was on Krzyzewski, the
57-year-old coach celebrating his 25th season
in Durham.

During a timeout 8% minutes into the game,
he was talking to one of the referees and sud-
denly fell to the floor at Coach K Court.

Krzyzewski lay on his right side, facing his
bench, but never lost consciousness.

“T don’t know if it's ever happened to you,
but when you get up real quick, sometimes
you get lightheaded,” he said. “Over my 30
years of coaching, it’s happened a number of
times. Normally, you just get up like that and
you have your feet under you, and it's OK.”

He jokingly blamed his lack of balance on
the running shoes he was wearing instead of
his normal loafers, part of a promotion for the
National Association of Basketball Coaches
and the American Cancer Society.

Coaches around the country participated —
including Georgia Tech coach Paul Hewitt
and assistants on both teams — and many will
auction the more casual shoes at alumni gath-
erings, donating the money to the fight against
cancer.

Krzyzewski’s might fetch top dollar now.

“I felt like a chump, like someone hit me
with an air punch and 'm out,” Krzyzewski
said. “I'm thinking, ‘What an idiot, and I
know I'm going to get it from my daughters
and my wife. They have so much ammunition
on me.”

Krzyzewski’s wife, Mickie, ran from her
seat in the upper deck to the end of the bench,
and Duke athletic director Joe Alleva came,
too. But Krzyzewski was up and back in front
of his players to complete the timeout.

“That was really scary,” Blue Devils for-
ward Shavlik Randolph said. “When he was
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Duke basketball coach Mike Krzyzewski, left, puts a towel on his head on returning to the bench
moments after he collapsed during a timeout in the first half of Duke’s 82-65 victory over Geor-
gia Tech on Saturday. Krzyzewski spent several seconds on the floor before returning to the
huddle. He kept coaching for the remainder of the game, showing no ill effects from the fall.

This image from CBS Sports television shows
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski lying on the
court after collapsing during the first half.

on the floor, it’s like seeing one of your family
‘members there. But he came ngh( back to the
huddle and said, ‘T'm all right.’”

When referee Reginald Cofer later went to
check on him, Krzyzewski took the opportuni-
ty to complain about the officiating, and Cofer
walked away smiling.

The fall had little effect on the game. At the
time, the Blue Devils led 15-12, and a dunk by
Georgia Tech’s Isma’il Muhammad later cut
the lead to one. Redick started arun of nine

“I just wanted to come out in the first half
with ‘a lot of energy and set the tone, and I
think I did that,” Redick said. “I was just try-
ing to make plays all over the court.”

A 17-4 spurt spanning halftime made it
51-37, and the margin never got under eight
down the stretch.

“I thought they beat us to a lot of loose balls
that made a big difference in the game,”
Hewitt said. “We’re just not tough enough
right now. I'm to blame as much as anybody,
but to win on the road, youwve got to show
some toughness.”

Georgia Tech has lost five of its last seven
games, all without injured guard B.J. Elder
(hamstring). He got hurt in an overtime loss
at Kansas and missed his ninth straight game.

Jarrett Jack scored 18 points and Luke
Schenscher had 11 for the Yellow Jackets.

“Idon’t know what we have to do as a whole
to get everybody playing the same way,” Jack
said. “It’s crunch time now, being that we're
going into the latter stages of conference play,
and if we want to make it to the [NCAA] tour-
nament, we have to step it up.”
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